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Letter from the Chairman 
Dear Members, 
 When I wrote the January Newsletter for last year we thought it was cold but few of 
us were prepared for this! We have some pictures sent in of horticultural sufferers and 
survivors and I look forward to hearing how your garden has coped with the prolonged and 
heavy snow. The cricket nets at Hollowdene are presently a good illustration of what 
happens to your fruit cage if you forget to take the top netting off before the winter. 
 The Society is in dire need of additional help in running its business. Those who 
have organised events for you over the years are due a well-earned rest but no new 
names are coming forward. If anyone can help with keeping a record of our expenses, 
paying out cheques and “keeping the books” then please let us know as we need a new 
Treasurer.  Also, if you enjoy the evening talks, or think they could be made more 
interesting and relevant to your interests, then we need someone to help with organising 
these meetings.   Finally, many of you enjoy the meals and refreshments at our main 
events in the year, and this is an important part of the social aspect of the Society, but 
whilst many people provide help and assistance on the day we need help organising the 
catering for these events. A form for proposal of Council members for election at the AGM 
is included in this newsletter for anyone who can help us run the Society. The Council 
meets about once a month, it’s a friendly, relaxed evening event normally accompanied 
with something good to eat and drink. It need not be hard work as long as we have enough 
people involved in the organisation.    
 We hope to see as many of you as possible for the AGM and Social; an event that 
was enjoyed by many last year. As usual we are planning a finger buffet and a choice of 
wines and soft drinks. I will aim to carry out the necessary annual business of the Society 
as quickly and as efficiently as possible interspersed with some pictures of our activities 
over the year.  
 At Christmas the Council always gives thanks to those Members who help us with 
hand distribution of Newsletters. This saves us postage costs throughout the year. I am 
sure you would want this thanks to be extended from those who receive their Newsletter 
by this route and to those who have stepped in to deliver this issue in the snow and ice. 
 

With best wishes for the New Year 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Evening Talk 
28th January 

8.00 pm Marindin Hall 
 

The Winter Garden 
Andrew McIndoe 

Membership Renewal 
for 2010 

See form inside 
 

 

2010 AGM 
25th Feb 

8.00 pm Marindin Hall 
 

Followed by complimentary buffet 
and wine  



The Winter Garden – by Andrew McIndoe 
Andrew McIndoe is Managing Director of Hillier Nurseries and Garden Centres but is 
perhaps best known as designer of the Hillier exhibit at the Royal Horticultural Society's 
Chelsea Flower Show. For the last 19 years he has helped maintain 63 consecutive RHS 
gold medals for Hillier. Andrew also started the Hillier Gardening Club 18 years ago and 
with a Membership 240,000 makes it the largest club of its type in the UK. 
 As one of Britain's leading horticulturists Andrew is a regular contributor to a 
number of magazines, newspapers and BBC radio. He lectures widely to gardening 
groups and societies and leads numerous gardening tours. As keen practical gardeners 
Andrew and his wife have a two-acre garden near Romsey in Hampshire that they started 
from scratch 9 years ago. Andrews's special interests include hardy shrubs, trees, 
herbaceous perennials, flower bulbs, home grown vegetables, garden design and he has 
written books on all of these subjects. With regard to the talk “The Winter Garden”, this will 
focus on plants that come into their own during the winter; whether it be foliage, flowers, 
stems or bark. It will be interesting to see how topical he can make this talk, our garden is 
mainly white at the moment. 

 

Peat-Free Compost? 
So it is now 2010, by which year the government was aiming to have garden compost 
peat-free. Clearly this is not going to happen. Whilst I believe it is a worthy aim in terms of 
habitat preservation and the value of peat in carbon storage clearly there are a number of 
problems with people accepting and using peat free compost.  
 Many radio and tv presenters and columnists recommend going peat-free, but two 
of our evening speakers this year, both professional gardeners, told us that they never use 
peat-free and didn’t seem to have any intention of doing so when pressed on the matter. 
My experience is that I still have difficulty finding a peat-free compost to buy that gives 
good results, particularly for sowing small seeds. Or, if I find one one year, its not available 
the next time I am looking for it. And, have you tried sieving the stuff? Its amazing what 
comes out, bits of baler twine, broken plastic etc. But also the labeling is rarely clear as to 
what is inside the bag apart from the added inorganic fertilizer that they are keen to 
advertise. 
 Luckily. Which? Gardening have had a look at this in their latest (January;  
http://www.which.co.uk/reviews-ns/compost/best-compost-for-sowing-seeds/index.jsp) 
issue but you will need to pay up to read it. So here are the basics of what they found in 
their trials. They sowed a number of seeds (including basil and petunia) in a range of 
different composts and recorded germination rates and appearance of the seedlings. They 
use a % score system with over 70% meaning high germination rates and large good 
quality seedlings, whereas less than 40% means seeds struggled to germinate and 
produced poor quality unhealthy seedlings. 
 The results table is overleaf and B & Q come out tops if you are prepared to have a 
63% peat and is the cheapest they tested at just 6p per litre. New Horizon Multi-Purpose 
or in Grow Bag however,  is peat-free and still scores well. At the bottom of the table they 
recommend that you do not buy Homebase’s Peat-Free as it came out so poorly in the 
trials. So there you have it. The only trouble is that you will be releasing more carbon 
dioxide into the atmosphere traveling all the way to B&Q rather than Homebase to buy 
your peat. Here are their notes on the 2 best buys: 
 

B&Q Multipurpose Compost (6p a litre). Multi-purpose composts are jack-of-all-trades 
composts that have to support every stage of growth from seeds to full-grown plants. They 
often struggle in our seed sowing tests as they are often too nutrient-rich for germinating 
seeds. However, the basil and petunia seeds that we sowed in the B&Q Multipurpose 
Compost germinated really well and developed into excellent quality, healthy seedlings.  
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It was consistently the best performing compost on test and it contains less peat than ever 
before (63%). It's the cheapest compost on test too, and is widely available in bags from 
12 litres to 120 litres.                                                                                                                              
 
New Horizon Growbag (11p a litre) 
If you want to go peat free, the New Horizon Growbag also achieved Best Buy status in 
our seed sowing trial. Previously, peat-free composts have struggled to compete with peat-
based brands in this part of our trial so it s fantastic to see a peat-free compost in our top 
three this year. Even the tricky petunia seeds germinated well and developed into good-
quality seedlings. This compost regularly makes it on to our Best Buy lists for growing on 
young plants and container composts and can now add seed sowing to its crown. 
 

Compost 
Peat 

content (%) 
Price per 

litre 
Score 

% 
B&Q Multipurpose Compost (Best Buy) 63 6p 88 
B&Q Sowing & Cutting Compost 
(Best Buy) 

75 25p 71 

New Horizon Growbag (Best Buy) nil 11p 71 
New Horizon Multi-Purpose Compost nil 10p 67 
Westland John Innes Seed Sowing Compost 44 17p 67 
Homebase John Innes No. 1 44 18p 54 
Murphy Multi Purpose Compost 50 7p 54 
Westland West + Multi-Purpose Compost 50 10p 50 
Westland West + Peat Free Multi-Purpose 
Compost 

nil 10p 50 

Vital Earth Multi Purpose Compost nil 10p 42 
Vital Earth Seed & Cutting Compost (Don't Buy) nil 10p 38 
Homebase Multi Purpose Peat Free Compost 
(Don t Buy) 

nil 10p 33 

 

Veg Corner 
There are few local grown veg at this time of the year so it is a challenge to grow 
something that is not brussel sprouts, parsnips or leeks. I have struggled with growing 
Celeriac for many years but believe I have now cracked it. With its frost resistance it is a 
great addition to the kitchen in December-February. I have always used Monarch from 
Marshalls seeds (tel: 01480 443390 or www.marshalls-seeds.co.uk).  
 The important thing about growing this crop is that takes a long time to grow; 9-10 
months. I sow it in February inside in a tray and transplant when the first 2 true leaves 
appear into small 3-4” pots. These then grow on in a greenhouse until the roots are filling 
the pot and the plants are 3-4 “ or 7-10 cm high. This will be in May or June and at all 
times keep them moist and don’t let the growth get halted by dry weather through the 
summer. They are heavy feeders so the soil should have plenty of compost or manure.  
 The published advice is to have a spacing of 4-6 inches but I find with experience 
over the years that this is too close and I plant at 10-12” or 25-30 cm centres in a block to 
ensure a decent, grapefruit-sized, roots. Always keep it well watered and the roots should 
begin to swell in the late summer-autumn for eating November onwards.  
 One year I saw the gardener in the Wisley vegetable garden stripping off the outer 
leaves of the plant and quizzed him about this because it is recommended in some books. 
He said it helped the roots swell, which I thought odd. How could that help? However, he 
was right and I always do it now but I still don’t understand why. Any suggestions?? The 
other use of stripping the outer leaves is that you can check the roots for slugs and slug 
damage which is the only pest problem I have had with this tasty winter veg. The can be 
stored like other root veg or left in the ground as they have some frost resistance. 
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Seasonal Recipe 
With Celeriac the favourite of the month it has to be a celeriac dish. People often ask me 
how I cook them. The easiest is to roast or combine with potatoes in mash or chop into 
cubes and cook in saucepan in mixture of butter/olive oil and water with the lid on and 
frequent stirring.  
 However this winter I have been making a remoulade which is basically shredded 
celeriac and mayonnaise salad which is great with cold meat or smoked fish. 
For 2 people.  
 
- 2 egg yolks                                                                                                                       

3 tsp lemon juice 

- 1 tsp Dijon mustard 
- 300 ml vegetable oil 
- salt and pepper to taste 
-  a celeriac peeled and shredded/grated 
- 1 tbsp soy sauce 

- 1 tbsp flat-leaved parsley.                                                                                            
Firstly make the mayonnaise. Place egg yolks, mustard and lemon in bowl and slowly 
whisk whilst dribbling in the oil. Lighten with a few drops of water. Pepper and salt to 
taste Shred or grate the celeriac then add the mayonnaise. If left uncovered the 
celeriac will loose its freshness and colour brown. The remoulade can be stored, 
covered in fridge for a few days. 

Sufferers and Survivors 
Flowering almond branch                                 Sprouts with hats 

  
 
Fallen Arbutus for the sheep?                          Who forgot to remove their top netting? 
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FRENSHAM & DOCKENFIELD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP – NOMINATION FORM 
 

The current Council will be proposing a new Council for 2010 at the AGM. This proposal 
form is included for any other Members who would like to have their names put forward for 
election to the Council, as per rule 9 of the Society. 
 
I would like to propose…………………………………………………… for election as Council 
Member/President/Chairman/Treasurer or Secretary* and I confirm that he/she has agreed 
to stand for election. 
 
Signature………………………………  Name (in block capitals)……………………………………...... 

 

I second this proposal 
 
Signature………………………………  Name (in block capitals)……………………………………...... 

 
* delete as appropriate 
 

Please send to the Secretary, Caroline Plant, Warrenside, Frensham, Nr. Farnham, 
Surrey, GU103AA, to be received no later than Thursday 4th February 2010. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------cut here----------------------------------------------------- 
 

FRENSHAM & DOCKENFIELD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
2010 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Subscriptions - £7.50 per member, due January 2010. 
 
I/We enclose a cheque for £ ………. made out to Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural 

Society. It is very helpful and economical if we can send your Newsletters and other 
information by Email.  Approved : YES / NO (Please delete as appropriate below) 
 

NAME(S) : …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

ADDRESS...................................................................................................................... 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
TEL………………………………………………….. 
 
EMAIL………………………………………………. 
 

Please send to the Membership Secretary, Mr Anton Kleiven, Overway, Wire Cut, 
Frensham, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 3DG (tel. 07787 970603, email  

fdhs.membersecretary@yahoo.co.uk), or, bring this form to the January 28th  
evening meeting. 
Data Protection Act - Members agree to the storage of membership details on a computer 

database for the sole purpose of conducting the Society’s business. 

 
 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood 
Lane, Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 
dan.bosence@btinternet.com. Items for next Newsletter before 12th February please. 
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