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FRENSHAM & DOCKENFIELD  
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  

NEWSLETTER- 61  
 

March 2010 
 

Letter from the Chairman 
 At long last I am sitting here in the sun on a Sunday morning and adding to my 
pleasure is the composure of my first Chairman’s letter for the Hort and Prod Newsletter.  
Lots of thanks to start off with, firstly to all of you who attended the AGM in February. It is 
so good to see so many people. Congratulations to the Fosters for winning the raffle prizes 
of two tickets to Hampton court Flower Show. Then to thank Dan for his slide show which 
wound up his Chairmanship. I know that I am about to find out how much work is involved 
and Dan has put a huge amount of effort into the last four years. However he is no 
Johnny-step-back and he is now President and remains editor of the newsletter, for which I 
am most grateful. Who else to thank? Bridgette, not only for her catering throughout the 
year, but also for taking over the role of treasurer, Roderick for his years as President, 
Lene for organising the talks throughout the next year, Anton for taking over the role of 
membership secretary, Caroline for being a most efficient secretary, Suzanne for 
supporting the shows and preparing the show schedule (no picnic that) and finally Dot for 
her catering support and refreshments at the meetings and Jane for being stalwart 
member of the committee. I am also sorry that Lene and Jane are standing down from the 
committee we will miss them very much and their hard work was really appreciated. 
 So now to look forward – One member has come forward to help out with next 
year’s talks – more details in next month’s newsletter. A definite date for your diary is the 
Spring Show on the 27th March. We have a solid core of members who enter all shows 
and another solid core who rarely or never enter. So if you are in the latter group why not 
just pick that daffy that has struggled to flower (hopefully) after a harsh winter and let it 
share the limelight with other daffies? – You know they deserve it. Your daffy may then go 
home with you with a very smart certificate. Your chest will burst with pride. 
 Some of you may know that I am moving from the clay of Dockenfield to the sand of 
Wrecclesham any advice on this change would be gratefully received! I hope too that you 
are all about to dig up and split your snowdrops – do they grow in sand? 
Best wishes 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Evening Talk 
25th March 

8.00 pm Marindin Hall 
Vegetables for the table and 

show bench 
John Trim 

Spring Show 
27th March 

Marindin Hall 
Set-up; 8.45 – 10.15 

Public viewing; 2.30 – 4.00 
Prize-giving; 3.45 
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Spring Flower and Produce Show 
(Roderick Adam-Smith, Organiser) 
Dear Members. I am going to be very greedy this year and also ask for every member 
to choose two of the following three easy tasks which you can do even if one is 
away at the time. Namely: 

1. to invite a non-member friend to come in the afternoon to enjoy a beautiful 
hall full of flowers and exhibits free of charge, 

2. to take a digital camera and snap one or more of the following: “buds of 
spring”, “spring sunshine” or “a portrait of daffodils” and enter the result, 
and/or, 

3. Members to enter at least one of the categories of the show schedule. 
 
 The next Spring Flower and Produce Show is an event not to be missed. It is 
normally a spectacular display of spring flowers and foliage, but also vegetables, home 
cooking and photography. This year the daffodil classes have been revised and 
illustrated examples of the different types of daffodil now recognised by the RHS are in 
the last Newsletter for the Society. Spring seems to be running about a month late this 
year but do not be hesitant about entering something as we shall all be in the same 
boat; even for National Collection of Daffodils in Cornwall this week: 

   
 If you know anyone who is not a member of the Society who you think would 
like to enter an exhibit then the following list gives you those classes that are open for 
all to enter: 
All :   Class 31  Mixed garden flowers – number of stems and varieties at               

 exhibitor’s discretion (may include flowering shrubs). 
Juniors*: Class 4    A table arrangement for Easter. 

     Class 32  A container of mixed garden flowers. 
     Class 39 A face made from fruit and/or vegetables, (can be 

   bought or home grown). 
          Class 45  Cookery. Chocolate fridge cake – 3 slices.  
    Class 49  Photography.  Easter Bunny.  

*aged 15 and under. 
So why not give the Show a go?  All entries are very welcome and there are prizes for 
all entries in the Junior Classes. 
 All you need do is let Roderick (793633) know which class you wish to enter and 
give him your name and address by 12.00 noon Thursday 25th March. 
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Spring Bulbs at Wisley 
Caroline Plant 

Last year's Hort and Prod outing to Wisley (one visit per year being free for Affiliated 
Societies) was in the summer - so of course it rained.   This year's outing to see the spring 
bulbs on 9th March was in gorgeous sunshine - but as cold as it has been this winter.   
More bulbs were out than are apparent in Frensham and Dockenfield - and of course 
there are huge sweeps of them.   We were fortunate to have 2 guides so we split up into 2 
groups for the 8 Members who turned up for the event. 

 
Spring Fever at Wisley 
 
 Our group was taken past the rock garden;  
one of only 3 gardens extant with these old 
Pulham sandstones.   At the foot of the rock 
garden is a large patch of Gunnera - which was 
apparently planted in 1885 - clearly not quite as 
tender as we are led to believe! 
 The guide of our group pointed out items of 
interest - and new areas of Wisley we might not 
otherwise have been aware of - as she took us 
to the best locations to see what was on offer.   
In addition to sheets of snowdrops, crocuses, 
cyclamen (yes. I know it is a corm), aconites 
(ditto), irises, snowflakes and interplanted 
perennials, we were taken to see displays of 
bulbs in the alpine house.   This contained the 
most amazing Lachenalias and Japanese 
Hepatica – some supplied by the mail order 

company Edrom nurseries (who have a few priced in 3 figures).  Considering we were 
told that there are 10 plants being grown on for every one on display, the investment in 
that greenhouse must have equalled the annual spend on auditing MP's expenses. 
 Another area well worth visiting in the winter (well you can't really call it Spring 
yet) were the fruit gardens - as the lack of leaves facilitated examination of the impact 
of different types of rootstock, and provided the opportunity to see the full beauty of the 
many espaliers.   We were told also that the mulch used came from polo ponies - the 
best manure, apparently, as the feisty little things are given a high protein feed to keep 
them in fine fettle - and the output makes for the optimum mulch for fruit and roses! 
 From the new mount in the fruit area there is an excellent view of the new 
glasshouse down a vista of wide herbaceous borders which are deliberately left 
untidied until the last minute - and the food the seeds and berries provide over the 
winter has meant an observed quadruple increase in the wildlife in the area. 
 All the talk of food left us in an optimum mood to enjoy lunch... and we made up 
for the fact we had had an interesting and enjoyable day at zero cost by ransacking the 
garden centre before we left home (and, oh joy, I managed to ferry my purchases into 
the greenhouse pending planting without my husband noticing...). 
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New 'Flower Sprout' vegetable is invented in Surrey 
When Dr Frances Gawthrop came to talk to us about plant breeding in September 
2007 she managed to keep quiet about this one. Tozers Seeds, where she works, in 
Cobham, have been developing this new veg, the Flower Sprout for about ten years. 
The Flower Sprout is a cross between a Brussel Sprout and Kale and has an open 
structure like kale with green to dark purple slightly curled leaves, but all arranged up 
the stem like a Brussel Sprout.  

   
 
 The new legume appears in the Thompson and Morgan catalogue, and this is 
listed as Petit Posy Mix with a range of colours from green through to purple. Unlike 
the sprout it has a more open structure and can be cooked quickly; such as in stir-fries. 
One of our Members’ niece, Heather Driscoll-Woodford of BBC Surrey, gives her view 
of the arrival of the new veg in the offices of the BBC on her website 
(http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/surrey/hi/people_and_places/nature/newsid_8496000/849
6460.stm). And some of this is abstracted below: 
"I'm very busy" I squeaked, as my colleague advanced across the newsroom towards 
me, brandishing a large gnarled purple, green and black club-shaped object. "Dear 
God!" I cried, as I made one last-ditch attempt to escape by hiding under my desk. 
"What is it?"……."It's a Flower Sprout. And no-one has ever seen one before." 
There's a reason for that, I thought privately, as I cowered under the giant brassica. 
I straightened up to take a closer look at the offending item. 
The new legume won't win any prizes for Best Looking in the Vegetable Drawer, but it 
was actually prettier to look at, when it was close-up. And not coming at me 
menacingly. In fact, it was almost quite attractive in a wrinkled, dragon skin, type way. 
Its dark purple stalk, was dotted with what look, for all intents and purposes, like small, 
frilly, mauve and green Brussels Sprouts. Which is less surprising, when you find out 
that is exactly what the Flower Sprout is; a combination of kale and the humble sprout. 
 Although Dr Frankenstein probably thought the same about his little project, the 
Flower Sprout is different. Far from being some sort of hybrid monster, it has been 
developed over the last ten years using traditional breeding techniques, with no genetic 
modification whatsoever. It has a Brussels sprout-like growing habit with its tall stem 
and rosettes forming all the way up to a frilly-leaved top. A bit like one of the more 

Flower Sprout; Petit Posy Mix from 
Thompson and Morgan Catalogue. 
Currently listed as “out of stock” 
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imaginative hats you see at Ascot Ladies Day. And its appeal may go further than just 
the aesthetic. Brussels Sprout haters around the world, could possibly be won over by 
its milder, sweeter flavour. 
 

Changes on Council 
At its last AGM there was a changing of the guard of the Hort and Prod prompted by 
the coming to the end of my 4 years of Chairmanship. For 2010 the people at the helm 
are:  
 President- Dan Bosence (792442)  
 Chairman- Annette Clayson (793775)  
 Secretary- Caroline Plant (793991)  
 Treasurer- Bridgette Wilson (792527) 
 Show Administrator- Suzanne McLean (792231)  
 Membership Secretary- Anton Kleiven (793928) 
 Open Gardens Organiser- Dot Othen (793094) 
 Spring Show Organiser- Roderick Adam-Smith (793633) 
 Autumn Show Organiser – Dan Bosence 
 Newsletter Editor – Dan Bosence 
Why, I can hear you asking, are these not listed on the inside of the members booklet? 
The answer is quite simple, the booklet is produced at the end of the year for 
Membership renewals and some of the positions need to be voted in at the AGM, 
traditionally held a few months later. So the booklet has the names of those who were 
in post at the time of printing.  
  

Newsletter 
Whether you get your Newsletter by email, by post, or by hand delivery you will have 
noticed that more pictures are being included to illustrate society activities and other 
articles. You may also have realised that if you receive a paper copy then these appear 
as a rather dull black and white but those who get email copies can see the pictures in 
glorious colour on their screen or if they print out the Newsletter. 
 With over half our members now receiving the Newsletter by email it seems 
right that they should have the benefit of colour as this comes to no extra cost to the 
Society. However, colour photocopying would be considerably more expensive and 
could not be done through our normal photocopying at the Kingsley Centre. The 
Centre gives us a very good rate per black and white sheet and Council likes to 
support this very worthy local institution.  
 So, by way of a small apology to those who get paper copies we hope that the 
black and white versions of pictures are preferable to no pictures at all. The Editor tries 
to select images of reasonable contrast so they will be visible after copying. However, 
if you want the Newsletter in full colour it might be worth making the extra effort to 
receive it by email if you are connected to the web (just give us your email address and 
you will be added to the listing), or persuade a friend, child or grandchild to receive it 
for you! 
  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 
dan.bosence@btinternet.com. Items for next Newsletter before 14

th
 April please. 


