
FRENSHAM & DOCKENFIELD  
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  

NEWSLETTER- 63  
 

May 2010 
 

 

Letter from the Chairman 
  
 

At long last a truly warm spring day (no, not hot in my book). My transplanted 
plants are thriving but only, I think, because they are still in their pots as I haven’t dared 
to put them in the sandy soil. In fact I am not doing anything with any plants in this new 
garden until a learned Hort Soc friend has been round to advise. No names to spare 
her blushes. 

You may have realised that Dan has continued to edit this newsletter leaving me 
just to do this letter (thank goodness).  Elsewhere in the newsletter are details of the 
next meeting on Thursday 27th May which is about Bees and Bee-keeping, a big thank 
you to Pat Mattin for all the hard work she has put in judging the flower arrangements, 
details of Open Gardens on the 13th June, Frensham Fayre and Dockenfield Day as 
well as the trip to Waterperry Gardens in September. So a full calendar of events for 
members.  
  Finally the success of all these events relies on members attending and please 
do tell your friends and neighbours what they are missing. Better still, bring them along 
with you and show them what they are missing. 

I look forward to see many of you at the Bee-keeping talk – any tips on 
gardening on sandy soil (well, very little soil actually mostly just sand) would be much 
appreciated too and enjoy this glorious weather. 

 
 

Best wishes 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Evening Talk 
27th May 

8.00 pm Marindin Hall 
Bees and Bee-Keeping 

 
Brian Herbert 

Members’ Open Gardens 
Sunday 13th June 

2.00 -5.00 pm 
 

Gardens in Farnham, Frensham 
and Dockenfield 
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Bees and Bee-keeping 
Brian Herbert will be presenting the next evening meeting. Bees have been much in the 
news recently because of new diseases and pests that beekeepers have to deal with but 
also because of their importance in the garden and to the UK economy. Brain Herbert, 
has been active in lobbying Parliament for extra funds to find out what is happening to our 
bees. In Hampshire alone there has been a one third reduction in bee colonies.  
 Bee pollination is a crucial part of the natural cycle of the seasons, and Einstein 
once estimated that human beings would last only four years without bees. There are 
several rival explanations of the colony collapse, including a revival of the Varroa mite 
due to increasing resistance to pesticides, the impact of GM crops, global warming and 
other bee diseases. 

Brian tells us “He has lived in Kingsley for the past 12 and a half years and is 
married to the chairman of Kingsley Parish Council. I took up bee-keeping a couple of 
years before he retired at the suggestion of my wife, and have since enjoyed seven 
frustrating years with my bees! I have been chairman of Hampshire Bee Keepers 
association since 2006 will talk enthusiastically about bees and beekeeping to anyone 
who has the stamina to listen”. 
 

Members’ Open Gardens 
The afternoon of Sunday 13th of June (2.00-5.00) is the date for your diary for one of 
the year’s highlights with the Hort and Prod. This year we are collecting for Phyllis 
Tuckwell Hospice so we hope to have plenty of garden visitors for what promises to be 
a fascinating afternoon. 
 Three gardens will be open; the new Ridgeway School Sensory Garden and two 
members’ gardens, one in Frensham and one in Dockenfield. Because the Ridgeway 
School will be opening its gates especially for us and we have a guided tour by the 
designer (Hort and Prod member Lesley Rosling) and the Head Teacher Darryl 
Morgan we need to have a fixed time for this visit (2.00-3.00 pm). The members’ 
gardens will be open from 2.00 until 5.00. 
 Here are the details: 
 
Ridgeway School Sensory Garden- The designs for this garden and the designer   
featured at our 2009 AGM. The garden was opened in November of that year as was 
reported in our November Newsletter:  
 

“The garden includes pathways of different textures leading to a series of 

rooms each with its own distinct planting based on the different scents, visual 

stimuli, or tactile properties of different plants. A thyme lawn, mirrored water 

features and a wheel chair swing all provide features that the children can 

interact with. Many of the children have visual and hearing difficulties as well 

as either restricted or enhanced arousal levels and a sensory approach is often 

the only pathway the school can use to meet their very complex needs.” 
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       Visual and acoustic stimuli in the sensory garden, Ridgeway School 
 

The School is next to The Bourne Sports Club and opposite the St Thomas on 
the Bourne Church at the top of the hill on the A 287 Ridgeway, Farnham (GU9 8HB). 
Please drive into the school car park, which will be opened for us, where we shall be 
met by the Head Teacher, Daryl Morgan and Lesley Rosling. Please be prompt as they 
are opening the garden just for us and will want to close the doors again at about 
3.00pm. 

 
Pitthanger House; Maureen and Peter Butler-  Pitthanger (GU10 3JE)  is at the 
Spreakley end of Pitt Lane between Frensham and Dockenfield and is the large grey 
house at the end of the drive and the public footpath. Signs will be placed for parking in 
the field adjacent to the house.  This is a large and varied garden with formal borders 
and lawns with mature trees and climbers together with a less formal area with trees 
and a lake. 
 
Orchard Lyn; Tony and Margaret Moore- This is the last but one house on the left in 
The Street, Dockenfield (GU10 4JE) as you drive west towards Bordon or Kingsley. It 
is just before the chicanes at the brow of the hill and parking is in the drive or on the 
road towards, and either side of the village chicane. Tony and Margaret Moore have 
undertaken an enormous amount of redsigning and landscaping this medium–sized, 
sloping garden since moving in; including new retaining walls, borders and pond and 
joy-oh-joy (Ed.) conversion of the front lawn into raised beds for vegetables. 
 

Plant Stalls at our Village Fetes 
Dockenfield Day is on the 5th June this year and Frensham Fayre is on the 19th June. If 
you have spare plants, or can just sow a few extra trays of seeds of bedding plants or 
veg (I can never grow enough runner beans and brussel sprout plants) for us then 
please do this in time for either of these events. Just bring them along on the morning 
of the day, or, soon after the fetes start. 
 

Garden Outing 
Helen Lloyd has generously agreed to organise our outing this year. The date for your 
diary is Wednesday 15th September (its not in the booklet so write it down now). The 
trip will feature late summer borders at Waterperry Gardens followed by viewing of a 
private garden at Rofford Manor with tea and cakes. More details in later Newsletter. 
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Pat Mattin Cup 

At the Spring Show Roderick Adam-Smith had 
the pleasure of thanking Pat Mattin on behalf of 
the Society for  the gift of a silver cup to be 
awarded for “the best flower arrangement by a 
junior”. The first awardee of the cup was Lizzie 
Plant for her “Table arrangement for Easter”. 
Lizzie who has also won prizes previously in 
cookery and photography divisions as well as 
for flower arrangements is seen here, with her 
equally proud mother, and Pat holding Lizzie’s 
table arrangement at the Spring Show. 
 Council have decided that the cup will be 
awarded for the best junior entry at both the 
Spring and the Autumn Shows. 
 Pat was awarded our Anniversary Cup in 
2000 for her contribution to the Society. 
 Very many thanks Pat for your continued 
support of our Society! 

 
 
Veg Corner 

As we approach the “June Gap” in the vegetable garden the weather is lovely but there 
is precious little to eat in the veg plot. Actually, there is plenty you could be eating but it 
takes some careful planning to have veg at this time of year when last year’s crops 
have finished and this year’s have yet to start. If your garden is looking a bit bleak at 
present, by way of encouragement for next year this is what you could be eating from 
the garden had you planted it in time! rhubarb, asparagus, purple sprouting broccoli, 
curly kale, winter and spring cabbages, swiss chard, radishes, spring onions. And in a 
greenhouse, cloche or polytunnel; lettuce, salad leaves, carrots, spring onions, radish 
etc etc. June Gap? Who says there should be a June Gap? 
 

Seasonal Recipe 
Some recipes just jump out of the page at you and this one caught our eye from The 
Kitchen Garden from the ever-resourceful kale convert, Christina Maxfield and it went 
down very nicely with a glass or two of cabernet sauvignon. 
 
Kale, rocotta and pine nut lasagne (serves 2) 
Ingredients: 
70g (2 1/2 oz) butter 
40g (1 1/2 oz) wholemeal flower 
500ml (17 1/2 fl oz) milk 
50g (1 3/4 oz) grated Parmesan cheese 
1/2 tsp freshly ground black pepper 
salt to taste 

50g (1 3/4 oz) pine nuts 
125g (4 1/2 oz) blue cheese, crumbled 
200g (7 oz) kale (prepared weight) 
150g (51/2 oz) ricotta  
1/2 tsp ground nutmeg 
8 sheets lasagne 



1) Melt 40g of the butter in a saucepan over gentle heat, then add the flour and 
cook, stirring, for one minute. Add the milk, increase to a slow boil, stirring all the 
time. Let sauce simmer until it thickens. Take off heat and stir in 30g of the 
grated Parmesan, pepper and salt to taste. 

2) Toast or dry-fry the pine nuts until they just start to colour (kkep a watch this 
happens very quickly!). 

3) Remove stalks and tough midribs of kale and shred leaves finely. Melt rest of 
butter in large frying pan over gentle heat. Add kale and stir-fry for about 5 mins. 
or until tender. Remove from heat and add the blue cheese, ricotta and nutmeg 
plus  of the sauce and mix all well together. 

4) Assemble lasagne in an ovenproof dish. Start with  of kale mix, cover with 
layer lasagne, then repeat three times more. Finish with the remaining sauce 
and the rest of the Parmesan 

5) 5) Cook assembled lasagne at 180C/350F/gas mark 4 for about 50 minutes by 
which time the top should be golden-brown 

 

More Help around the Garden? 
Leigh Harris found additional work in the village through a note in an earlier Newsletter 
and now his brother Mr C Harris is interested in more work here at a rate of £8.00 per 
hour. He will do general garden or farm work; weeding, mowing, general maintenance, 
in fact, “anything will be considered”. Please phone Mr C. Harris on 07709948780. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 
dan.bosence@btinternet.com. Items for next Newsletter before 17

th
 June please. 

 

 
 
  Apple and pear trees on the crinkle-crankle wall, and path, West Dean 16.05.2010 


