
FRENSHAM & DOCKENFIELD  
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  

NEWSLETTER- 65  
 

August 2010 
 

 

Letter from the Chairman 
  

Well not too bad a summer really and it seems to be slinking away reluctantly – 
fabulous amount of rain yesterday which my garden drank thirstily – not a single 
puddle – or should I say lake that I always had after a deluge in Dockenfield.  But as I 
heard the rain draining obediently away I saw the compost that i had dug into the sand 
sink away too. 

However, the pumpkin plant that I bought at Dockenfield Day, so that I could win 
the biggest pumpkin prize at the Autumn show, has grown like topsy. Please note – I 
did say the plant is huge – the pumpkins are not. I did try to cultivate a large one so 
when I had two infant pumpkins on the plant I plucked off one so that all the nutrients 
just went to the one. Well the slugs recognised a well nourished pumpkin and ate it. I 
will enter the walnut sized pumpkin I now have anyhow as I will never be put off. The 
moral of this story is PLEASE enter something into the Autumn show – it is not the 
winning it is the taking part – a pea would beat my pumpkin – so go on - enter. 

Whilst you’re thinking about that please also let Helen Lloyd have your money 
for the outing to Waterperry Gardens. These are always very enjoyable days, you don’t 
have to drive, there are always very nice coffee shops at these places and whilst 
you’re at it please bring your husband, wife, child mother, father or best friend – they 
will enjoy it too. The garden will be very lovely too. 

So I look forward to seeing you at the Autumn Show on the 11th September. Oh 
yes - If you have experience with vine weevils and nematode worms please talk to me 
about it when you see me – I need support and guidance. 
Happy Gardening 
 

 

Annette Clayson 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Autumn Show 
11th September 

Marindin Hall 
8.45-10.15 set-up 

10.30-12.30 judging 
2.30-4.00 open for viewing 

Garden Outing 
Waterperry Garden and 

Rofford Manor 
Wednesday 15th September 

Still time to book - see back page 

Annuals but not Bedding 
Evening Talk by 
Mark Saunders 

8.00 pm Marindin Hall 
Thursday 23rd September 
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Garden Outing  
Still time to see “the finest herbaceous border in the country”! 
 

 
 

If you have not booked please do this now. If more bookings are not 
received in next week we shall have to consider cancelling this trip. Coach  trip  
on Wednesday 15th September to Waterperry Garden followed by viewing of a private 
garden at Rofford Manor with tea and cakes. Booking Form on last page of Newsletter. 

 
Autumn Show (show organiser, Dan Bosence) 
This year’s show (Saturday, September 11th ) is not too far off and with a nice bit of 
natural watering the garden should be looking fine so we are looking forward to 
receiving plenty of entries of flowers, foliage, vegetables, fruit, cookery and 
photography. 
 New for this year is a ”string of onions”. There seem to be three ways that this 
can be done; on one string, on two strings or a loop (as below) or plaiting the leaves. 
Below is an illustration of a simple way to “string’em up” and we shall have a bar in the 
hall to hang your entries. Details can also be seen on the web at these addresses. 
This is using the 1 or 2 string methods 
http://www.gardenstew.com/about11490.htm 
 
http://www.thebigworld.co.uk/how-to-string-onions.htm 
 
and a video here which helps visualise the tieing (2 string method) 
http://www.landscapejuice.com/2010/08/tips-on-tying-onions-video.html 
 
This is without the string and just uses plaits the dried leaves 
http://veggies-only.blogspot.com/2006/08/how-to-string-onions.html 
 

“From May to October flowers of 
every shape and hue create a 
stunning picture in Waterperry’s 
famous border, set amongst 
peaceful lawns and shrub 
borders.” 



 3 

 
 
 
And finally, previous cup winners please return last years cups (polished) in time for 
the show on the 11th September. 
 

Annuals but not Bedding 
 
Evening talk on Thursday 23rd September (8.00 pm, Marindin Hall). 
Mark Saunders, who performed so well on our Gardeners’ Question Time (even if he 
didn’t know what my roses were) is back again to talk about using annuals in your 
borders.  

Mark reminds us that September is a good time to give this talk as there are 
many annuals that are flowering now so his slides (remember the quality of his pics on 
the Fittleworth House Garden?) will be very colourful. Also the catalogues will soon be 
arriving so you can start thinking about what would look good for next year. 

The title is to emphasize the point that annuals in your garden need not be in 
“parks department style bedding out”. So, if you want to hear Mark’s approach to 
bedding plants then come along to the talk on the 23rd. 
 
 
 
 

A simple but effective 

way of stringing onions (or 
shallots or garlic) uses a loop of 

strong string. If you are clever 

and neat with the tying you can 
achieve a nice symmetry to the 

string with the onions facing you 

in two rows, either side of the 
string. In the diagram the 

onions are tied alternatively to 

the right and the left. Start at 

top left diagram and work down 
to bottom right. Its easier than it 

looks! 

Remember we want at 
least 10 onions in the string and 

it looks good if the larger ones 

are at the bottom then 

decreasing in size upwards, 
unless of course all your onions 

are the same size! 
(from L.D.Hills; Grow your own Fruit 
and Vegetables) 
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Banksian Medal 
 

 A new medal will now be awarded by the Society for 
the person who has the highest total points from the Autumn 
and Spring Shows in the horticultural classes. Each year we 
can apply (as an Affiliated Society) to the Royal Horticultural 
Society for a cast of the medal. So, unlike our silver cups, 
your Banksian Medal is for keeps to proudly show your 
friends, children and/or grandchildren! 
 The medal honours Britain’s great botanical explorer 
and collector of the late 18th century and early 19th century 
who famously joined Captain Cook on his expeditions to the 

Pacific Ocean. Sir Joseph Banks is credited with the introduction to the Western 
world of eucalyptus, acacia, mimosa, and the genus named after him, Banksia. 
Approximately 80 species of plants are named after him.  
 The medal is to be awarded each year by our Society and there are some 
rules that the RHS attach to their donation. Points from entries in non-
horticultural classes (listed as: flower arranging, cookery, bottled fruit, home 
industries, and photography) will not be counted. The show organizer will add all 
the points for individuals from the Spring and Autumn shows to see who has the 
highest score. If you win the Banksia medal then you are not eligible to win it 
again for 2 years, and this includes those sharing a garden or allotment (i.e. they 
are to be counted as a single exhibitor). The full list of rules (it wouldn’t be the 
RHS if it didn’t come with 2 pages of rules- Ed.) is held with the Secretary if 
anyone cares to read them. 
 

Seasonal Recipe 
This month’s contribution come from Sheila Pearson who was given it to her by her 
mother.  Jim Pearson says it is particularly good with cold meats and cheeses. Is there 
something of special culinary significance about Mayfields, Rowledge? The Newsletter 
has received several recipes from Society members on this estate. 
So if you have beetroot to spare, it seems to be a particularly good crop this year, then 
give this a try. We shall! 

 

Beetroot Pickle 
 
Ingredients   1 lbs  beetroot raw 
  1lb cooking apples 
  1lb onions minced 
  6oz Demerara sugar 

 teaspoon ground ginger  

Salt and pepper 
Juice of lemon 
2 cloves of garlic (finely 
chopped) 
Good  pint of vinegar 

      
Method          Boil beetroot in salted water. When cooked & cold, peel & dice, 
Bring all other ingredients to the boil and boil for 20 mins. Add diced beetroot and boil 
for a further 15 mins, bottle when cold –should make 5-6lbs. 
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An Arctic winter and then a Saharan summer; 2011- a year to 
remember 
 
With the coldest winter for 40 years followed by the driest summer for 80 (did I hear 
that right?) years, 2010 will surely be a year to remember in the garden. 
A quick survey to see what has survived and what has succumbed has been 
contributed by Society members from two flower gardens. One gardening on the sand 
of Frensham (Caroline Plant) and one on the Dockenfield Clay (Alison Bosence). 
 
Frensham Sand 
Surprise survivors (supposed to be a bit delicate): 

-   Newly transplanted Rhus typhina “Tiger Eyes” suckers 
-   Albizzia julibrissin in a fairly exposed position not only survived but is now 

flowering profusely for the first time (the flowering may be partly because it 
has taken a number of years to reach maturity) with no die back at all 

-    Unprotected Musa basjoo – took a long time to emerge but is fine 
-    Clerodendron trichotomum “Carnival” not only thriving but producing suckers 
-    Agapanthus all fine 

  
Plants that have done badly – 

-     Several Japanese maples died right out following the snow, or slowly pegged 
it after the sudden surprise late frost we had in May, after a warm period in 
which everything started growing 

• Beni maiko (mature plant, about 2 metres tall) 
• Bi Hoo 
• Little princess 
• Peaches ‘n’ cream (supposedly delicate anyway) 
• Filigree (ditto) 

-     China roses 
-     2 out of 3 standard roses ”Canary Bird” 
-      Acacia dealbata – survived, but half the branches died back and looked a 

mess, so I got fed up and had it chopped down when we had the tree 
surgeons round anyway.   It has since sprouted back... and is suckering 
widely in about a dozen new clumps 

-      A number of anemone nemorosa cultivars have disappeared – since they are 
grown in Sweden and Estonia I find this very surprising 

-     Anemonella (similar) – boo hoo 
-     Embothrium coccineum sucker transplanted in the autumn died slowly, but the 

parent plant is ok, despite a few dead branches 
-      A number of rhododendrons died, even mature ones (including one bred in 

Siberia and allegedly hardy down to about minus 30 centigrade), especially 
small-leaved ones 

-      Two-year-old Sorbus commixta “Embley” slowly died – surprising 
-      Most nerines have succumbed 
-      Clianthus puniceus died (unsurprising) 
-      Penstemons greatly cut back 
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-      3 Salix integra “Hakuro-nishiki” slowly succumbed 
 
-      2 cannas which have been left in the ground for about 6  years came back 

weakly after last year’s snow and have now given up the ghost 
-      Cistus cut back by last year’s snow died this tme 
-      A few newish camellias died (Lady Clare, Midnight Rider) 
-      One out of 3 variegated yuccas died back so revoltingly I pulled it out of the 

ground;   a number of (still variegated) suckers have since appeared  
... and a clump of ground elder has appeared out of nowhere. 
 
Dockenfield Clay 
Plants that are better than usual: 

Agapanthus 
Day Lilies 
Cotinus (shrub) fantastic blossom 
 
Plants that have done well: 
Cardoon 
Crocosmia 
Helenium 
Rudbekia 
Some happy annuals, Zinnia, Tithonia, Nicotiana sylvestris 
 
And a very happy perennial; horsetail 
 
Plants that have done badly: 
Astrantia (absolutely miserable) 
Tall blue aconites (small and miserable) 
Thalictrum ( ditto) 
Macleyia: 'plume poppy' (ditto)  
Phlox, some better than others but not happy 
Gunnera: smaller than usual 
Olive tree in planter (thought it had died after winter but came around in May and June 
and OK now) 
........ground elder especially poor in the driest spots 
 

So, the good news is that the ground elder seems to  migrating from Dockenfield 
to Frensham. Agapanthus seems to have done well in both areas, The rest of it make 
what you will (Caroline and Alison grow different plants? ….. etc). 

Can readers add to this list for the next Newsletter?  
What is your experience of this years winners and loosers? 
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Booking Slip for outing to Waterperry Garden and  
Rofford Manor 

 

Wednesday 15th September 
 

Book Now to avoid cancellation.  

Have you invited your friends and relations? 
Make up a party- we have a coach to fill! 

 
 

This year we are aiming for late summer borders, fruit and veg at two gardens 
near Oxford. Waterperry has national horticultural interest and boasts “the finest 
herbaceous border in the country” which in September show their third flush of colour 
from Michaelmas Daisies, Goldenrod and Helenium which flower through until the first 
frosts. They also sell plants raised in their own nurseries and fruit from their 5 acre 
commercial orchards. The private garden at 15th century Rofford Manor has 2.5 acres 
with lakes, pleached limes, fruit orchard and gardens with “a clever mix of edible 
produce and floral beauty”.  

Coach pick up will be at 9.00 am by the Church at Dockenfield and 9.10 am at 
Hollowdene, Frensham. We aim to be back by 6.00 pm. Lunch can be bought at 
Waterperry (soups, baked potatoes, quiches, puddings, cakes etc) or, there is an area 
for picnics. 

 
Please book …….. place(s) at £26.00 each: 

I/We shall join the coach at Dockenfield / Frensham (please delete)  
 
Name(s)……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Signature ………………………………. 
 
 
 
Enclose cheque to Frensham and Dockenfield Horticultural Society for £…………. 
and return this form with your payment no later than 1st September to Helen Lloyd, 
Bilberry Dene, Gold Hill, Lower Bourne, Farnham, GU10 3JH 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 
dan.bosence@btinternet.com. Items for next Newsletter before 24

th
 September please. 


