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Letter from the President 
  
 Following her success with a second prize in the pumpkin competition our 
Chairman is currently rally driving in the south of France. Surely life can get no more 
exciting than this! 
 Meanwhile, Council have been busy organising your Autumn events and this 
October Newsletter is brought to you early to advertise 3 big activities in the Societies 
calendar as listed below, and in detail inside the Newsletter. We hope to see as many 
of you at the Plant Sale and at Highfield Hollies as we do at the President’s Supper! 
Booking slips on last page for “The Supper” and you will note that the price has had to 
be increased this year. It has been held at £11 since 2007 and we are sure that with a 
modest increase to £12.50 it is still very good value for a glass of wine, two principle 
courses followed by a cheese board, coffee and mints. 
 Our Autumn Show turned out to be very well supported despite my last minute 
panic. On returning from holiday in Shetland (see inside Newsletter) I opened the 
envelope from the Village Shop and then hit the panic button with an email to all those 
on my Newsletter email list. In the end we had 207 entries, which is considerably up on 
last year’s show (155 entries), but not a record. The afternoon’s open viewing was not 
crowded and many enjoyed the space to view the entries and to sit down with friends 
for some tea and cakes. All from the Council worked hard to ensure a well organised 
and enjoyable village event. However two deserve special mention. I cannot begin to 
imagine how many teas and lunches Dot Othen has prepared and cleared away and 
washed up for the Society. This year she was ably assisted by Margaret Moore and 
they both deserve our thanks. 
Happy Gardening  
  

 
 
Dan Bosence 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Autumn Plant and 
Produce Sale 

The Holly Bush 
Saturday 2nd October 

11.00 – 12.30 

 

 

 

Highfields Hollies 
Nursery/Garden visit 

 
Saturday 16th October 

11.00 am, Liss 

 

 

 

President’s Supper 
 

Marindin Hall 
Friday 26th November  

7.30 for 8.00 
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Plant and Produce Sale 
This Newsletter may reach you in time to remind you of our annual Plant and 

Produce Sale at The Holly Bush on the 2nd of October. Anton Kleiven is coordinating 
and has already done a fine job making sure anyone driving through Frensham or 
Dockenfield knows about the event. Now we need you to pot up those plants you are 
dividing, or those plants that have put out over-ambitious runners and suckers during 
the summer so that we have plenty to sell.  If you have spare produce; fruit ? veg? 
herbs? eggs? honey? then please consider bringing this along for sale.   

Plants can be donated on the day from 10.30 onwards at The Holly Bush or 
contact Anton (793928) in Frensham or Dan Bosence (792442) in Dockenfield if you 
have plants, but cannot get there on the Saturday. 

This is an important event in terms of the public face of the Society and for 
raising funds to pay for our speakers and plant shows. So we like to see it go with a 
buzz as in previous years. Please spread the word about the sale, and we look forward 
to seeing you at The Holly Bush for a cup of tea or coffee, or something stronger as the 
end of the sale comes into sight, and why not stay on for lunch? 
 
 

Garden/Nursery Outing to Highfield Hollies, Liss 
 

 
 
This outing has been arranged in response to those who have asked for more hands-
on visits and practical guidance rather than evening talks. So it replaces the October 
evening talk (note; there will be no talk on Thursday 28th October!). 
 Highfield Hollies in Liss, near Petersfield is a specialist nursery cum arboretum 
in the making cum pleasure garden with addition of sheep and chickens. It is run by 
Louise Bendall who likes her visits to be “informal garden walks”. She stresses that you 
should bring stout shoes or boots as it will not be manicured paths and lawns. 
 Although the nursery has a very good name for hollies, a number of members 
have bought their decorative varieties from here and she will have a range of plants for 

Highfield Hollies  
in the autumn 
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sale as specimen trees, hedging or for topiary, she is currently developing an 
arboretum with a number of specimens of North American Oaks and Liquid Ambers. 
 We believe there will be much here of interest to members and we need to have 
an approximate idea of numbers attending so please contact Bridgette Wilson 
(792527) as soon as possible if you intend to come. Transport will be by private cars, 
so please ring around your friends to make up a car full and then ring Bridgette with the 
total. The plan is to arrive at 10.50 in time for the 11.0.0. am. start . To get there: 
 

 

 
Parking is at Highfield Hollies or, if full, in Highfield Gardens a residential road you get 
to before the Holly nursery. Hope to see you there! 
 
Autumn Show (report from Caroline Plant) 
The following was submitted to the Herald straight after the show but, as yet, has not 
appeared in print. 

The Frensham and Dockenfield Horticultural Society’s Autumn Show on 
Saturday 11th September was well attended as ever, with 207 entries – equally split 
between flowers and fruit and vegetables.   On the produce side, the “Biggest 
Pumpkin” is proving popular as ever, though 12-year-old Henry Flower once again 
scooped the prize with a mammoth entry weighing 173.8 lb/79 kilos– the result of daily 
loving ministrations by Henry.   This was over 150 lbs heavier than the next heaviest 
pumpkin!   

The exhibit awarded “Best in Show” was for a tableau of vegetables produced 
by Colin Hall.   This is the first time such an entry has won “Best in Show” – a 
testament to the excellence of the exhibit.   Colin’s vegetables were all so impressive 
he won a grand total of 3 cups. 

As to the flowers – there were keen new entrants in the flower arranging 
categories – always a heartening thing to see – but the most noteworthy class was 
definitely the dahlias, which this year were all so excellent, it took the judges some time 
to declare the winners. Henry Flower was not the only youngster to win prizes – Kari 
Kleiven, at 3 possibly the youngest entrant ever, made a lovely flower arrangement, 
but it was Lizzie Plant (12) who scooped the Dockenfield cup for the most points by a 
junior entrant. 

Ancillary classes – produce and photography – again proved popular, with the 
photographic category for “Patterns in Nature” particularly well represented by entries.   

Finally, for the first time the “Hort and Prod” awarded the RHS Banksian medal – 
a medal which can be awarded by horticultural societies affiliated to the RHS.   This 

Highfield Hollies  
Highfield Farm 
Hatch Lane 
Liss 
Hampshire 
 
GU33 7NH 
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medal is awarded to the person in the society winning the highest total of points in the 
horticultural classes at the Spring and Autumn Shows combined;  maybe 
unsurprisingly, it was won by the President, Dan Bosence, who is normally fighting it 
out with Colin Hall for prizes for vegetables. 

 
                                                

 
 
Henry’s pumpkin 2010….       …. and ditto in 2009! 

    
 
 

 

A fine display of  
flowers and veg in the 
Main Hall 

Judge (Chris 
Ashworth) discussing 
finer points of Home 
Industries classes with 
steward (Kate 
Shipton), Suzanne 
McClean and Annette 
Clayson, whilst 
organiser struggles 
with his show chart 
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The UKs northern-most Hort and Prod show? 
An early September holiday in the Shetland Islands was to be made even more 
exciting than the otters, whales, porpoises and gannets when I saw roadside signs 
advertising the “Yell Show”. The signs were not as smart, or as numerous as ours, but 
this did not stop many hundreds of people gathering on a windswept headland with a 
permanent pitch of barns, pens and a community hall for their annual agricultural, 
horticultural and produce show. 
 I was intrigued to see what might be in the horticultural classes as one of the 
features of Shetland in the near absence of gardens, or “planty grubs” which are dry 
stone walled enclosures to keep out sheep, rabbits, wind and sea spray. I did catch 
sight of some potatoes (“tatties”), kale (in a “kaley grub”), barley (“bere”) and neeps, 
and these were traditionally grown in a 4 year rotation. As expected the tatties stole the 
show with 8 classes compared with our single class: reds, yellows and blacks and 
earlies (yes, in early September!) at junior or adult level. Also, there were some fine 
cauliflower, cabbage and onions but not the diversity of veg that was in our Autumn 
Show. Flowers and flower arrangements were dominated by house/greenhouse 
varieties, but also, rather surprisingly, arrangements made from artificial flowers. 
 Outstanding items at the show (apart from the sheep and ponies) were the 
home baking (row after row of bannochs) and the Shetland knitwear. Significantly, the 
local nursery school had made a delightful knitted garden, which (I was reliably 
informed) showed a high degree of skill. 2010 being the last year that knitting will be 
taught as part of the syllabus in Shetland’s schools. 
 Local shows like this, and ours, provide a wealth of information on the local 
culture and environment and whilst this might not be the UK’s northern-most show I 
would be delighted to hear about other shows (with some pictures?) from our Members 
as they travel around the world (anyone going to Unst, or the Lizard?) next year? 

      
Yellow, red and black tatties           Also note edge of Shetland shawl in background 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Bannochs and 
oatcakes reign in 
Shetland 
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President’s Supper 

Marindin Hall Friday 26th November 

7.30pm for 8pm 
 
Please complete and send the application form below, together with your cheque for 
£12.50 per person to arrive no later than 5th November to :- 

Roderick Adam-Smith, The Priory, Millbridge, Frensham, Farnham, GU10 3DW. 

Cheques should be made payable to Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural Society. 
Wine will be available for purchase at the Supper. 
 

If the Supper is oversubscribed, places will be allocated as follows:- 
 

1. Applications must be received by 5th November   
2. Preference will be given to Members, then (if there are places still available) to 

spouses/partners of members and then to other non-members. 
3. If there is oversubscription in any of the groups above then seats will be 

allocated based on date of receipt of application. The later you book the less 
likely you are to get a place! 

 
This means that a Member may get a place, but his/her spouse/partner who is not a 
member may not. No actual tickets are sent out, but you should assume that your 
application is successful unless you are informed to the contrary and your cheque is 
returned. 

……….…………………………………………  cut here  ………………………………………………………. 

President’s Supper – Application Form 

 
I/we would like to attend the President’s Supper on 26th  November 2010 
 
Member’s Name(s)(please print)…………………………………………… 
           
Spouse/partner/guest        …………………………………………….. 

Number of tickets          ……… 
My/our cheque is enclosed for £12.50 per person made payable to: 
Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural Society 
Vegetarian alternative     Yes/No 
 
Please detach and send to, Roderick Adam-Smith, at address above. 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 
dan.bosence@btinternet.com. Items for next Newsletter before end November please. 


