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Letter from the Chairman 
  
 Not exactly gardening weather is it? Even if the garden wasn’t under several inches 
of snow all we can do is a bit of tidying at this time of year. The most important task at the 
moment is scanning the seed catalogues –bliss. 

As is customary at this time of year I must thank all members and committee 
members of the society for all of your hard work and support during the year. Clubs only 
keep going if they have an active organising committee AND an active and supportive 
membership. Please tell me or any member of the committee if we are not doing what you 
would like us to do. Let us know if you enjoy the speakers – or not, let us know if the outing 
is at the wrong time of year or to a place you do not wish to go– or not. 

I was delighted to see 60 members at the Presidents Supper the food supplied by 
the Hollybush and the fantastic puddings by a fine selection of members. You all looked as 
if you were enjoying yourselves too – if you were, please let us know and if you weren’t, 
please let us know too. 

So we are now looking forward to ‘Glorious Canna’ the next talk on the 27th January 
2011. Oh yes and Christmas and the New Year celebrations which come first. 
Very Best Seasons Greetings and I look forward to seeing you all in 2011. 
  

 
 
Annette Clayson 
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Glorious Canna 
In the New Year our new programme of evening meetings starts off on the  27th January 
with a foretaste of summer-to-come colour. Christine and Keith Hayward run Hart Canna, 
in Farnborough and a nursery in Bisley and you may have seen them and their gold medal 
at this year’s Hampton Court Flower Show. A glorious display of rich colours in the 
Heritage Marquee. This was their first gold, but they have previously won three gilts and a 
silver. They hold the national collection of Canna and their catalogue includes 24 varieties, 
as well as 7 species Cannas, and 3 foliage varieties. 
 

  
 
This promises to be an evening not to be missed, in fact, “ye canna miss it”. 
 
 

Report on Outing to Highfield Hollies, Liss  
From Annette Clayson 
 
To be quite honest with you I felt duty bound as chairman to go to Highfield Hollies. I had 
thought to myself – A Holly Nursery? Not too much variety there but a quick whisk round 
and I’ll be home in an hour as it’s only in Liss. No, I know, not the right attitude for the Chair 
of Hort and Prod but that is how I felt.  

Well – how wrong could I be? We were greeted by a delightful, knowledgeable and 
highly enthusiastic, holly-loving woman called Louise Bendall who has run Highfield Hollies 
since 1992 nestled in 10 acres of the South Downs. Every holly had a story and a 
background and the so many varieties you lost count. Tall, small, bushy, prickly, smooth. 
You name the design and there is a holly to suit - specimen plants to whole hedge rows.  

Not only hollies either – the hugest and most prolific Walnut Tree and we were 
encouraged to pick as many as we would like. We were also introduced to the chickens; 
Pearl, Merle and Shirl and cockerel called Earl. 
 
 

Hart Cannas 

enriching the 

borders at St 
James’ Palace 
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Eight members went on the trip others had given their apologies. As the trip was so 
good and we really only saw a small part of the nursery we do plan to arrange another trip 
to see the rest. I would highly recommend you come too if you can when we revisit this 
extraordinary nursery. 

 
Liz Dannreuther and Paddy Haines 
It is always a sad day when we lose members from the Society but in October we were 
very sorry to have lost two stalwart and long-time supporters of the Society.  
 
Liz (Elizabeth Jean) Dannreuther  (from Roderick  Adam-Smith) 

Liz continued the regular support and attendance at all Hort & Prod functions that she and 
Raymond had enjoyed throughout their lives in Frensham. It was Liz who made a point of 
welcoming many new members such as ourselves in our early attendance at the Marindin 
Hall talks. It was Liz who always offered to make a pudding or a quiche for the President’s 
Supper or any other occasion when it was needed. 
         At the Spring Shows Liz won the Wood Cup four times and the Diver Cup once, 
whilst at the Summer Shows she won the Earle Cup, the Stevens Cup and the Atherton 
Cup. Hardly a show went by without a good number of entries from her. 
         As far as Liz the person is concerned, she was also a dear friend to us and to many 
people in the village and beyond. She and Raymond had a large garden and would say 
“just spend a couple of hours per day and it will look great”; the herbaceous border was her 
pride and joy. Latterly she offered members who needed extra gardening area the chance 
to use her vegetable garden as an allotment. 
          After bidding farewell to her at St Mary’s Church, where every window-sill was laden 
with her beautiful potted plants, mourners were invited to take one home with them; this 
was typical of her generosity. Afterwards in her garden a large crowd of family and friends 
assembled to remember her with affection. 

 
 

A guard of holly honour 
at the front door of 

Highfield Hollies 
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Paddy (Roderick Ewan) Haines 

                In Paddy we have lost an active and staunch supporter of the Hort and Prod. He 
supported us right to the end of his all too short life. On the morning of the Autumn Show 
he came into the Marindin Hall with his arms full of flowers and fruit and cheeky comments 
for us all, even though he was clearly very ill. So it was a great shock to many to hear that 
he had died just 2 weeks later. 
                Paddy had been an active member of the Society since arriving in Frensham in 
the early 1980s but, in tune with his theatrical achievements, in various guises. We have 
engraved silverware trophies for a Lt Col Haines, a Col Haines and a Mr R.E. Haines all 
from the same address in Frensham. His skills were clearly in the kitchen garden and the 
Earle Cup (for fruit) has made many journeys to and from The Haven to the Marindin Hall 
and back again over the last 20 years. Possibly these skills were learnt as a boy in his 
early years growing up on the family farm in Co Limerick. He also won the Frensham 
Spring Cup twice for the best exhibit in Daffodils. 
                Paddy made light of these achievements but I am sure will be remembered by us 
all for his support in the running of the Society. For evening meetings he would turn up 
early and help set the hall up. He would be involved with questions and discussion that 
livened up several evenings. At the end he would be the first to start clearing up the Hall. 
He joined in with outings, plant sales and plant shows. We shall all miss this support, his 
geniality and his humour. 

 

 
Need help in the garden for next year? 
Mr Leigh Harris, an experienced and knowledgeable gardener is looking for  day or 2-4 
hour slot in Frensham/Dockenfield area. He will do most gardening or smallholding work 
and helps a number of us with our gardens. Contact Editor for reference, or phone Leigh 
direct on 07840070076. 
 
 

Europe’s southern most gardens? 
Having reported on the UK’s northern most garden show in the last Newsletter work in 
November took me to Malta which is nearly the southernmost part of the EU. I think Crete 
just takes the record on this so I am hoping for some notes and pictures from someone 
who gets to that island for a subsequent Newsletter. 
 Malta, as most people know, has a long, hot, dry summer when the countryside 
essentially turns brown. However, rains in October and November bring the gardens, fields 
and wildflowers to life. As the climate is so mild (their winter is similar to our summer) an 
early spring is experienced and the landscape turns bright green and many wild flowers are 
out, as are the Maltese gardeners. I met several whilst I was working on the spectacular 
terraced cliffs of western Malta. They were busy earthing up lowering new potatoes, hoeing 
garlic and onions that were about a foot high and harvesting fields of brassicas and 
courgettes. Alison came across some multiple headed daffs growing by the side of the 
road and we believe they are Narcissus tazetta. 
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Next spring they plant the summer crops which will enjoy the heat of the summer, 

such as melons, chillis, tomatoes, pumpkins and aubergines. Most veg gardeners get two 
crops a year and some get three with salads in between.  
 

 
 
Western limestone cliffs of Malta with lower terraced slopes green with winter crops.  

Right;  Daffs in bloom in November. Narcissus tazetta we think. 

 
 

Next Years Programme is hitting the press! 
For next year we have even more discounts and even more adverts for local services 
thanks to the work of Anton Kleiven and Suzanne McLean. And to advertise the new 
programme we have a “2011 programme and show schedule jingle” from McLean and co: 
 

 
Anton has been busy this year, 

Working diligently away,  
To bring you local businesses,  

Each and every day.  
 

You see adverts in the magazine,  
All straight and neat and clear, 

Giving you local info, 
“Come! Buy all your stuff from here!” 

 
There’s garden centres and building firms,  

Pubs and nurseries, 
A Newsagents, The Village Shop,  

And Michael Humphrey’s for turkeys. 
 

Are you in a fix for Christmas? 
Is your house in disrepair? 

‘Cos Anton knows the furniture fixers,  
So never have a fear! 
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If, when the snow is cleared, 
You’re fancying a mow, 

J&M will have that perfect strimmer, 
In stock and ready to go! 

 
Are you looking for something new this Christmas?  

And sick of pulling up weeds? 
Well Anton knows a fantastic gardener,  

Who (its rumoured) can kill Horse Tail – both root and seeds! 
 

So never mind the icy roads,  
And never mind the A3 jams,  

Why go trekking around Britain this year? 
All you need –  

 
IS THE HORT & PROD SHOW SCHEDULE... 

 

FRENSHAM & DOCKENFIELD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 2011 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

 
Subscriptions - £10.00 per member, due January 2011.  
 
I/We enclose a cheque for £ ………. made out to Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural 
Society. It is very helpful and economical if we can send your Newsletters and other 
information by Email and that way you will get all the pictures in colour! 
 
Yes- please send to my email address………………………………………………….. 
No- Please distribute paper copy to address below 
       (delete as appropriate)  
 

NAME(S) : …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
ADDRESS...................................................................................................................... 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
TEL………………………………………………….. 
 
EMAIL………………………………………………. 
 
Please send form to the Membership Secretary, Mr Anton Kleiven, Overway, Wire 
Cut, Frensham, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 3DG (tel. 793928 or  07787 940603), or, bring 
this form to the January 27th  evening meeting. 
Data Protection Act - Members agree to the storage of membership details on a computer 
database for the sole purpose of conducting the Society’s business. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 
dan.bosence@btinternet.com. Items for next Newsletter before Wednesday 19

th
 Jan please. 


