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Chairman’s Letter 

At long last the evenings have started drawing out and the temperature is 
rising. I have got out in the garden LOTS; the bees are buzzing around my Pieris, 
and the daffies are up. For those of you who are fond of birds my new Nyger feeder 
has attracted not only goldfinches and siskin but also linnet and redpolls. I am truly in 
heaven. 

The committee is also working feverously on the events for the forthcoming 
year and I look forward to seeing you all there. 

Let’s start first with the Spring Show – I am the organiser (first time!). It would 
be worthwhile coming just to see my waspy response when someone points out that 
my adding up is not up to scratch or the trumpet of the daffodil is longer than its 
petals. No, I promise not to be waspy with anyone. Please do come along on the 2nd 
April. Please enter, especially if you have never entered before. It really is not 
competitive – I find slug nibble-holes rather attractive myself. Entries should either be 
left in the Frensham village shop by 12 noon Thursday 31st March or can be dropped 
off at my house in Longhope Drive. However, I am also very happy to call round and 
pick your entry forms on Friday 1st April– just give me a call. Go on give it a go. 
Recipe for Potted Herb Bread (Class 43) on last page of Newsletter. 

For those of you who are not able to enter, do join us for delicious home-made 
tea and cakes at 2.30 and peruse the beautiful show of flowers, fruit, veg, home 
industries and photographs. Chris Haines has agreed to present the cups and I will 
try very hard to ensure that we give out the right cups to the right person (unlike the 
President’s Supper). 

Don’t forget the talk on the 24th March 2011 – Ray Broughton from Sparsholt 
College talking about Companion Planting. Something I have never thought about.  

I also need to mention the Garden Outing. Dot Othen and I did a reconnoitre 
of Furzey and Spinners Gardens in the New Forest last week and have booked a visit 
to both for members on the 10th May 2011. (Sorry I know some regulars are unable 
to make that date). I really would appreciate an early indication of numbers as we do 
not wish to lose the deposit on a coach booking if numbers are too low. So please 
either call me (726618) or talk to me at the talk evening or the Spring Show and let 
me know.  The gardens are fab and Furzey has a very nice tea room – which Dot and 
I felt we needed to sample too. 

We are also entering a shepherd scarecrow in the scarecrow festival – if you 
are of artistic bent and would like to help – please contact any member of the 
committee. So, happy spring gardening – but my advice from many years of 
experience is to take lots of breaks for tea and admire your results – that most of the 
fun of gardening! 

 

 

 



Evening Meetings 

On the 24th of March Ray Broughton from Sparsholt College, Winchester will 
talk on “Companion Planting”. So, what exactly is Companion Planting?  

          Well, its about growing particular plants next to each other for mutual 
benefit, and is an old gardening tradition. By combining plants carefully, plants 
can help each other in terms of providing nutrients for the soil, offering 
protection from wind or sun and also, by attracting beneficial insects or acting 
as a decoy for harmful pests. Roy is known to have a wealth of knowledge on 
this topic and is a popular speaker in the Hampshire area. All welcome at the 
Marindin Hall for an 8.00 pm start followed by tea and coffee. 

         Early warning for the next evening meeting as it is something rather 
different for the Hort and Prod. On the 28th April there will be an evening’s 
discussion over a ploughman’s supper (free food, but bring your own drink) on 
garden equipment. Members are asked to bring along a piece of equipment 
that others might be interested in, which might be: 
          a) an unusual, but ideal, tool for the job, 
 b) a family heirloom tool with a story 
 c) an unusual use for common tool 
 d) a completely worthless tool that does not do the job and you should 
         not buy!  

                                                 

 

 
Sandy topsoil for collection 
 Our membership Secretary Anton Kleiven still has “ a load” of top soil he would like 
to donate to a good home. This is available for collection from “Overway”, Wire Cut, 
Frensham. Please call Anton (793928 or 07787 940603) if you are interested. I took 
some from Anton last year and when mixed with the clayey soil from Dockenfield it 
makes a very good textured soil, known in the trade as loam. So now is your chance for 
those who garden on clay in Dockenfield or Rowledge. I am sure Anton wont mind if 
some of it stays in Frensham either. It appears to be free of any perennial weeds (Ed.). 
 

Those Daffodil Classes 

(Suzanne McLean and Dan Bosence) 

To get the ball rolling. 

Does anyone know what 
this is for? The paving 

slabs give the scale. 



  
Last year we succumbed to the judges demands to use the RHS guidelines on 

daffodil classes. These are also now used in most bulb catalogues. Whilst the new 
classes might have been tricky to get used to, those exhibiting had help from the 
show stewards in making sure the daffodils went into the right classes.  

The judging went smoothly with none of the interminable discussions we used 
to have such as which class a “multiple headed, dwarf daffodil with cups the same 
length as the petals” should go into and whether something was a daffodil or a 
Narcisssus, which, as we all know, are one and the same thing.  

Based on last year’s success, we continue with the scheme, and again if you 
have a beautiful daff you want to enter but are not clear about the 5 classes 
(explained in page 5 of the membership booklet) they are described and examples 
illustrated below. And, once again, a friendly face will be there to show you which 
class is the right one for your prize-winning bloom: 
 
Division 1- Trumpet Daffodils 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Division 2 Large-cupped Daffodils  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Division 3 Small-cupped Daffodils 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Division 4 Double Daffodils 

 
 
 

Division 5 Triandrus 

e.g. Narcissus ‘Rainbow’

e.g. Narcissus ‘Spindletop’ 

e.g Narcissus 'Tahiti'  

 

Daffodils with one flower per 

stem with cups (corona) that 

are longer than the petals 

(perianth segments).  
 

e.g: Narcissus “Barnum” 

Daffodils with one flower 

per stem and cups that 

are more than a third but 
not longer than the petals 

Daffodils with one flower 

per stem with small cups 

that are much shorter 
than the petals.  

 

These have double blooms, 

giving a ruffled appearance 

without an obvious distinction 
between cup and petals. 



Daffodils 
 

 
 
 

 
Gardeners’ Question 

Time- The Real Thing 
(Edited account from SHF Secretary Janet Arm, and Margaret Houston) 
 

GQT descended on Cobham Village Hall on the 6th of February in what turned 
out to be a rather poorly organised event by the Surrey Horticulture Federation. They 
divided the tickets evenly amongst the gardening clubs of Surrey; many of whom did 
not respond and 30 clubs did not even bother to return their unwanted tickets. This 
meant that clubs who wanted more tickets did not get them, there were many empty 
seats, and a whole load of uneaten cakes!  
      At 11 am on the 6th technicians arrived to lay out miles of cables, we set about 
putting out all the chairs and tables, and then the panel arrived; Anne Swithinbank, 
Matthew Biggs and Pippa Greenwood, with the regular chairperson Peter Gibbs.  

        
Setting up at Cobham Village Hall and (Right),  
a week later at Wisley plant centre. Checking the rootball on shrub? 

      At 3 pm we could open the doors, and the audience submitted their questions 
which were then selected by the producers.  Those chosen had their names called out 
just before recording started, and they sat in the front row.  It is true, the panel don’t 
know what questions are chosen until they hear it from the audience! 
       A dozen or so questions were asked, and these ranged from one about the quality 
of compost, to suitable plants for situations, pruning, seed stratifying, and even how 
high carrot fly could fly!  These were answered with knowledge and humour by the 
panel, and the recording took nearly an hour and a half. 
      As a follow on to the GQT recording session Margaret Houton was delighted to be 
able to go garden centre shopping with Pippa Greenwood and seven others at Wisley. 
Their number included a lady who owns a nursery and a professional gardener who 
used to be Head Gardener at Highgrove. After a quick chat with the producer to 
establish the kind of points to be raised, the party set off. Moving around the outside 
plant area the group discussed such things as; impulse buying - does the fact that 
plants in flower, placed in prominent positions, mean that it is necessarily the right time 

e.g. Narcissus 

     'Mission Bells' 

These are small-flowered 
daffodils with up to five 

pendent blooms per stem. 



to plant? Can one get more value for money by dividing the contents of a single pot, 
containing several cuttings of say Skimmia? Labelling - what does one want to see on 
a plant label in terms of information? 
      There was a lot more as the group spent more than an hour, luckily in the 
sunshine. This will be "pruned" to six and a half minutes. Maybe you heard it, it was 
aired on the 25th and 27th February....did our FDHS rep make the cut? 

 

To Peat or not to Peat? 
Many of us find the selection of different composts on offer at garden centre quite 

bewildering, and on top of that there is the ethical question of whether or not to buy 
peat free. There are good reasons based on sustainability and biodiversity for reducing 
the use of peat but the last Government’s target of 90% peat-free by 2010 was not met 
and then they proposed phasing out peat use by 2020. The current government is 
“reviewing the situation”. Both the RHS and Gardening Which? have recently done 
some trials on  both multipurpose and seed compost to investigate this problem and 
this is a summary of their results. 

Which? in their usual thorough approach bought 16 different bagged composts 
from four different parts of the UK and sowed 6,000 seeds of both Basil and of Petunia 
into 480 pots. Basil was chosen as it is easy to germinate from seeds but then does 
not like too high a concentration of nutrients, whilst Petunia is harder to germinate but 
then requires lots of nutrients to grow well. 

They also tested composts for potting up and here Antirrhinum (sensitive to high 
levels of nutrients) and cabbage (quickly respond to any nutrient deficiencies) 
seedlings were used. The results are hugely variable, both in quality and in price. The 
results are also quite surprising. Below is an extract from their results table for the top 
two best buys and the worst buys:  

 

Sowing Seeds Peat % Price/bag Price/litre Performance 

B&Q Multipurpose 63 £4.28 0.06 XXXXX 

B&Q Sowing & Cutting 75 £3.28 0.27 XXXXX 

Miracle Grow Org. Choice nil £5.99 0.12 X 

Potting on     

B&Q Multipurpose 63 £4.28 0.06 XXXXX 

B&Q Sowing & Cutting 75 £3.28 0.27 XXXXX 

Miracle Grow Org. Choice nil £5.99 0.12 X 

 
So, whether you are sowing seeds or potting on there seems to be a clear 

choice here, and, no, I do not have shares in B&Q (but perhaps I should?). 
Spread out between the top and the bottom of the full table are the results 

other 13 composts but these consistently show that reduced peat composts 
consistently do better than peat free composts. This confirms what we here from 
those of our speakers who are commercial growers and who still using peat-based 
composts. 

Clearly the growing-media industry (as it is now called) has a long way to go 
to find a suitable substitute for our diminishing peat resources. 

The RHS “Garden” magazine also reported on this in their January issue. In 
a typically rather general account they describe the different types of compost (or 
growing media) and what they contain. RHS scientist, Paul Alexander is currently 
carrying out experiments on different types of compost (sorry, growing media), and 
the watering regime that these require. So far they note: 



• When watered at the control rate (when pot is wet through but not waterlogged) all media 
produced good quality plants but those in peat and coir based media were bigger. 

• When plants were under- or over-watered plant quality reduced most quickly in composted 
green waste and wood-fibre composts. Plants in peat- and coir-based media fared better. 

• Peat and coir were able to retain far higher volumes of water, so require less watering. 
 

I see I reported on this last January as well, so there is still a long way to go to 
get simple answers to the best compost for you. One thing is certain the compost 
you make in your own garden is the cheapest and most sustainable! 

 

Seasonal recipe 
With precious little in the garden to eat at this time of year Bridgette Wilson has 
come up with an “Easy Winter Soup” recipe based on root vegetable that you might 
have in store: 
 
Soften chopped onion, celery and carrot for 5mins in a little oil/ butter, then add any 
chopped root vegetables, a splash of white wine and stock or water to cover. Add a 
bay leaf, seasoning and a good grating of nutmeg. Simmer until soft, remove bay 
leaf and blitz the veg with about 100ml cream 
 
We said it was easy, but it sounds very good! 
 

Garden Visit 
The Surrey Horticulture Federation have invited us to join in on a unique 

Garden Visit to Snowdenham House, Snowdenham Lane, Bramley, Guildford, Surrey, 
GU5 0DB on Sunday 22nd May, 2011 from 2.30-5pm. Free Entry. 

This is a one-off opportunity to see the beautifully restored gardens of 
Snowdenham House (by kind permission of Mr. and Mrs. R. Clarke). The house and 
gardens date from 1732 with Victorian additions and the seven acre gardens include:- 

• A long avenue leading to the house alongside a series of lakes, linked by 
waterfalls and streams complete with ducks and swans, and a streamside 
‘plantation walk’. 

• Old water garden with Victorian swimming pool and waterfall, joined to a ‘work-
in-progress’ woodland garden with rhododendrons etc. going up to an old 
watermill.  

• A newly renovated walled garden, designed by Tom Stuart Smith. 
• A vegetable garden in parterre style, with trained fruit trees and roses around 

it. 
• An Edwardian Greenhouse, which has been beautifully renovated. 
• A wildflower meadow, lawns and rose borders.               

 
Details in next Newsletter (or contact Council Member), but anyone interested in 
going should contact Annette Clayson as we need to let SHF know the numbers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Garden Outing 
The plan is to visit two gardens near to each other on the Hampshire/Dorset border. 
Here are some details gleaned from their websites. 
 
Furzey Gardens- “A haven of peace and tranquility in the New Forest” 
These informal woodland gardens were first planted in 1922 and now contain an 
extensive collection of rare and beautiful plants from around the world. In the Spring, 
banks of Azaleas and Rhododendrons dazzle with colour and exotic Chilean fire trees 
light up the gardens. Secret paths lead past drifts of primulas to quiet scented glades, 
while viewing areas provide outlooks over the New Forest to the Isle of Wight. 
Flowering trees and shrubs continue the interest through the Summer. In recent years 
students from the Minstead Training Project have been involved in some extensive 
regeneration and replanting and hundreds of new plants have been added to the 
collection.  

 

Spinners-  A woodland garden on a slope overloooking the Lymington River valley, 
with Rhododendrons, Magnolias, Camellias, Japanese Maples, Hydrangeas and 
other rare shrubs, interplanted with a wide variety of choice woodland and ground 
cover plants. Over the last 50 years, the nursery at Spinners has developed a range 
of hardy shrubs and trees many of which are hard to find. Our aim is to establish a 
closer link between the nursery and the garden, where many of the plants can be 
seen as mature specimens. Spinners stocks a large range of unusual perennials, 
woodland bulbs and bog plants. We will be developing our range of Erythroniums and 
Trilliums in 2011 and will always have a good range of perennials for the herbaceous 
borders.  

We need to know numbers for this visit so please let Annette Clayson, or Dot Othen 
know if you would like to come on this outing on Tuesday 10th of May 

 

Spinners Nursery- Their 

catalogue lists about 600 
varieties!  

  

Candelabra Primulas at Furzey 

Gardens 



 

Potted Herb Bread- Recipe for Class 43, Spring Show 
 

The Show Schedule says Class 43 “A Potted Herb Bread” from the recipe 
published in the Newsletter. The overall aim is to present your best herbed bread 
that has been cooked in a terra cotta flower pot (3 ”  or 9 cm diameter). Here are 
the tried and tested details which will give you enough dough to make, say 1, 2 or 3 
loaves in the flower pots (for you to select the best for your entry) together with a 
number of tasty rolls that you do not exhibit but keep to eat: 

 
Preparation time: 30 min + rising 
Cooking time: 35mins 
 
Ingredients: 

White vegetable fat for greasing 
15g(  oz ) fresh yeast or one sachet fast action dried yeast 
450g (1lb) strong plain white or wholemeal flour 
7.4ml (1  tsp) salt 
50g (2oz) butter or margarine 
150ml (10 tbsp) finely chopped herbs, such as basil, parsley or thyme 
 

1. Soak the terracotta flower pots, 3  inches in diameter, in cold water 

overnight. Dry, then brush with melted fat.  

2. If using fresh yeast, blend with 300 ml  pint  tepid  water. 

3. In a large bowl, mix together the flour and salt. Add the fast action dried yeast, 

if using. Rub in the butter and stir in the herbs. Make a well in the centre. 

4. Pour in the yeast liquid, or 300ml (   pint) tepid water if using fast action dried 

yeast. 

Mix well (adding a little extra water if needed). Turn onto a floured surface. 

Knead for ten minutes or until smooth. 

If using fresh yeast, put the dough in a large oiled bowl, cover and leave to rise 

in a warm place for about 1 hour until doubled in size; kneed again for 2-3 

minutes. 

5. Cut the dough into pieces. Shape the pieces into elongated balls and drop 

them into the prepared pots. For the remainder of the dough shape into rounds 

and place on a baking sheet. 

Leave in a warm place until risen to the tops of the pots, or doubled in size. 

6. Brush the loaves/rolls with salt water. Bake at 200 degrees centigrade (400 F) 

mark 6 for ten minutes. Lower the temperature to 180 C (350 F) mark 4 and 

bake for a further 20 minutes. Turn loaves out of pots and bake for 5 minutes 

to crisp the sides. Cool on a wire tray. 

Your chosen entry should then be returned to the flower pot it was cooked in, put on 
a plate and taken to the Marindin Hall between 8.45 and 10.15 on Saturday 2nd 
April. 


