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Chairman’s Letter 
 

My musings this month are being drowned out by the roar of chain saws. Next 
door are having a vast Indian Bean Tree removed.  Badly pruned in the past what 
should have been an elegant giant had a centred filled with tens of vertical shoots, so 
it’s loss is with mixed feelings. Part of the original planting in the 1970’s it is hard to 
understand why a smaller giant, native tree was not planted. Hindsight is an exact 
science. 

 
I would be remiss if I did not comment on the fabulous weather but the lack of 

rain on sandy soil is forcing me into frequent watering can outings. I will not resort to a 
hosepipe – this is April month of showers for heaven’s sake! If you are interested I 
have now planted some parsnips, seed potatoes, tomatoes and sweet peas and the 
neighbourhood cats have dug them up. 
 

I must also thank those of you who entered the Spring Show and those of you 
who came along to look and partake of tea and cakes. It seemed to go quite well. I 
enjoyed myself anyhow. 

 
What an unusual but gripping speaker we had in March. We were expecting a 

talk on companion planting – thinking it would be about what plants go with what. 
Instead we were treated to a scientific description of various couplings which help and 
assist plants to thrive. Wonderful. What a pity he did not have some, non-violent, 
companion as a cat deterrent.  

 
By the time of the next newsletter hopefully many of you will have been on the 

outing to Furzey and Skinner’s Gardens in the New Forest. Details elsewhere in the 
newsletter. 

 
Enjoy the weather but please do a rain dance or two. 

 
Happy Gardening 
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Evening Meetings 

Our next evening meeting will be something rather different for the Hort and 
Prod. On the 28th April there will be an evening’s discussion on your favourite 
garden tools or equipment with a ploughman’s supper (free food, but bring your 
own drink, as we shall only supply tap water). Members are asked to bring 
along a piece of equipment that others might be interested in, which might be: 
          a) an unusual, but ideal, tool for the job, 
 b) a family heirloom tool with a story 
 c) an unusual use for common tool 
 d) a fantastic tool for the job but under-rated and not commonly used 
 e) a completely worthless tool that does not do the job and you should 
         not buy under any circumstances!  

 

 The plan for the evening is to start at our normal time of 8.00 pm with the 
discussion of tools. We already have a starting line-up of gardeners and equipment to 
get the evening rolling but more volunteers are needed. Just turn up on the evening with 
that gardening tool of your choice. After about an hour we shall move to the 
ploughman’s supper and social, and any continued discussion on garden tools. 
 We hope to see a good turn out for what promises to be an interesting evening. 
 

Our Garden Outing 
 On Tuesday 10th May we shall visit two gardens near to each other on the 
Hampshire/Dorset border; Furzey Gardens and Spinnners Garden and Nursery. Details 
of the two gardens were given in the March Newsletter. We have a core of 2-3 cars 
organised already. There will not be enough people to make it financially worthwhile to 
hire a coach. However, we need to know final numbers for this visit so we can inform the 
two venues. Please let Annette Clayson (726618), or Dot Othen (793094) know if you 
would like to join us on this outing, and if you wish to bring a friend who is not a member 
(especially if they are willing to drive!) that is fine. Please let Annette or Dot know if you 
need a lift, or, if you are happy to drive and to give a lift to someone else in the Society, 
who we would expect to share petrol costs. 
 As there is no coach the costs will be paid individually. If you are an RHS Member 
then entry to the two gardens is free. If you are not a member the charges are Spinners 
£ 4.00 and Furzey £7.00. Lunches are up to you and can be purchased at Furzey 
Gardens and petrol costs we expect to be arranged individually by car. 

No-one was able to 

correctly identify this 

tool. Its for spiking and 

aerating lawns! 
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Notes from Judges on the Spring Show 
 
After each show the council receives comments from judges which, together with our 
thoughts, are used to improve the descriptions of the classes for the next year’s show. 
Below are a list of comments Council has been considering. If you have anything you 
would like add to these proposed changes then please let a member of Council know. 
  

o Class for Mixed Garden Flowers – it should be made specific that 
stems only consisting of foliage should not be included in these 
arrangements. Ie. The description says flowers, so the judge will not 
expect it to contain any foliage, and may disqualify it, as happened in 
the Spring Show with one exhibit. Our judges do their job very 
carefully and look out for such foliar infringements! 

o Culinary herbs – some people put in one stem of each kind of herb, 
some members out many stems of herbs – it should be noted that 
members can put in the number of stems at their discretion and the 
wording in the schedule will now state that, However the judges will 
favour 2-3 perfect stems of a named herb over just one perfect stem 
as 3 stems are not so easy to grow. We leave that decision to you. 

o It will be suggested that one of the jobs of the stewards should be to 
indicate to the judge the relative age of children putting in entries. 
The judges asked for ages to be added to entries but our view is that 
this is unnecessarily intrusive but they should be made aware if they 
were comparing exhibits from a 4-5 year old against that of a 10-12 
years old (if they couldn’t tell this anyway!)   

o Daffodils – Suzanne McLean has received the latest leaflet from the 
RHS on classes for daffodils.   It was suggested that there should be 
an extra catch-all class for ONE daffodil (rather than the 3 in current 
Class 14) to make it easy for all entrants to make a entry.   It was 
also suggested that Division 5 (triandrus flowers with reflexed 
flowers) should have an unspecified number of flowers (more than 
one) in order to make it easier for members to apply. 

 
 

Plant Stalls at Village Fairs  
 

Stalls selling plants are being planned for both Dockenfield Day (Saturday 4th 
June, 2-6 p.m.) and Frensham Fayre (Saturday 18th June, from 2.00 pm). However, for 
these to be a success they need plants, or cut flowers, to sell! Where do these plants 
come from each year? Well, they come from rather a small number of people who take 
the trouble to sow seeds that will be ready in time, dig up shrubs/perennials etc that 
they have too many of, remember to take cuttings from earlier in the year, or the 
previous year etc etc. So please give the organisers a thought and a bit of help and 
bring along what you have on the morning of the event. Or, if this is impossible give us 
a call and we will arrange collection. 

The contacts are for Dockenfield Day; Pam Hibbert (792573) or Dan Bosence 
(792442 or dan.bosence@btinteternet.com) and Frensham Fayre Caroline Plant 
(793991 or caroline.tonkin@quic.com). 
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Extra Garden Visit 
As reported in the April Newsletter the Surrey Horticulture Federation have 

organised a visit to Snowdenham House, Snowdenham Lane, Bramley, Guildford, 
Surrey, GU5 0DB on Sunday 22nd May, from 2.30-5pm. Free Entry but there will be a 
collection for “Perennial” (sorry, no dogs will be allowed). 

The restored gardens of Snowdenham House date from 1732 with Victorian 
additions and the seven acre gardens include:- 

• A long avenue leading to the house alongside a series of lakes, linked by 
waterfalls and streams complete with ducks and swans, and a streamside 
‘plantation walk’. 

• Old water garden with Victorian swimming pool and waterfall, joined to a ‘work-
in-progress’ woodland garden with rhododendrons etc. and an old watermill.  

• A newly renovated walled garden, designed by Tom Stuart Smith. 
• A vegetable garden in parterre style, with trained fruit trees and roses. 
• An Edwardian Greenhouse, which has been beautifully renovated. 
• A wildflower meadow, lawns and rose borders.   

 
Directions from Guildford:  Bramley is approx. 4 miles south of Guildford on the 

A281, and coming into the village you will find a mini-roundabout with garage on the 
left. Turn right into Snowdenham Lane, and the house is about half a mile on the left.  

Why not also visit the PLANT HERITAGE SALE at Ripley Village Hall in the 
morning, and come on to the garden in the afternoon?        
 Anyone interested in going should contact Annette Clayson as SHF and the 
owners would like to know the numbers. Please let Annette know if you need a lift, or if 
you are happy to drive and to give a lift to someone else in the Society, who we would 
expect to share petrol costs. 
 

Gardening Picture of the Month 
 

 
 
If anyone else has a gardening picture to share please send to:  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 
dan.bosence@btinternet.com. Items for next Newsletter before Wednesday 11

th
 May please. 

Has anyone else noticed 

this unusually pruned yew in 
the gardener’s cottage at 

West Dean Gardens, 

Singleton?? Yes, the tree is 
hollowed out and has a 

platform inside reached by a 

ladder. Perfect seclusion for 
evening drinks, star gazing 

etc?? Members may 

remember Jim Buckland’s 

lively talk to the Society 2 
years ago. This is his front 

garden, and tree house. 


