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Chairman’s Letter 
 

May has been another busy month for Hort and Prod. The ‘Bring your favourite Tool 
Evening’ was huge fun. Who knew that so many members (mainly male) have a real 
passion for various gardening implements and could wax lyrical for some time – keeping 
the audience gripped? See report elsewhere in the newsletter. A big thank you for those 
of you who brought your tools and implements and spoke so eloquently. 
 
The outing too was very successful. Although only fifteen of us went it was a good 
number, the weather was very kind and the gardens, very different from each other, 
were delightful. Furzey in Minstead is ten acres of very mixed garden, many trees and 
shrubs were in flower and the coffee and cakes very good. Spinners near Lymington a 
complete different garden. About three acres, some of it wooded but primarily a 
specialist nursery with unusual plants. Andrew the nurseryman spoke with passion and 
knowledge. To top it all we had a lovely pub lunch. What more could you ask? Many, 
many thanks to Bridgette and Suzanne for driving and thanks to the Moores for driving 
themselves! In fact we enjoyed ourselves so much we may even organise another 
outing in the Autumn. So if you have any thoughts on a nice garden or two that we could 
visit within about and hour or so’s drive from Farnham please let me know. 
 
I was asked during the outing whether I preferred sand to clay now I’ve had a year of the 
former. Well, I am sorry to be disloyal to Dockenfield but I do prefer sand. I know it is thin 
and either drains well or is solidly compacted but at least I can dig and weed to my 
heart’s content without a bead of sweat on my brow. Quite honestly to remove one 
buttercup from Dockenfield clay would take me an hour! 
 
Happy Gardening – on sand or clay – I look forward to seeing you on the 26th May. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

“Tomatoes- Growing, 
Cooking and Preserving”  

by 
Sally Coleman 
Marindin Hall 

Thursday 26th May  
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Evening Meetings 

Sally Coleman; Tomatoes- Growing, Cooking and Preserving 
8pm Thursday 26th May – Everything you’ve ever wanted to know about tomatoes and more....... 

 

Open Gardens 
This year we have 3 largish gardens lined up for you in Frensham and Dockenfield. 

The date is Sunday 12th June and we shall be open from 2.30 - 4.30. Remember that next 
year we shall not hold this event (but you have Rowledge Open Gardens instead) so this is 
the last chance for our Open Gardens for two years! 

The gardens are: 
Warrenside (Caroline and Glen Plant). Open for the first time for the Society and the 

chance to see Caroline’s spectacular garden featuring her unusual collection of flowering 
shrubs, trees and perennials. It also features a pond and island that Glen and Caroline have 
built into the slope on a sandy hillside. Warrenside is on right of A287 driving out of 
Frensham before the turning on the left for Dyslexia Centre. Parking next to the main house 
for the less mobile. For the more mobile, drive down the bridleway next to the house and turn 
left through gateway into the garden and paddock.  

The Priory (Roderick and Tineka Adam-Smith). A beautiful garden tucked in behind 
the walls of the Priory has not been open to the Society for some time. The garden featuring 
some outstanding restoration work; ironstone walls and paths and a relocated and restored 
agricultural barn. Parking is in the field opposite the house in Priory Lane and access to the 
garden will be through the gate in the wall to left of the house. 

Jefferys Cottage (Dan and Alison Bosence, and formerly Dr Phyllis Rex). This is a 
garden of two halves on the heavy Dockenfield clay. Alison’s borders, gravel, stream and 
bog plantings and Dan’s vegetable garden, now featuring a re-located and restored bowls 
pavilion (nice, but not as grand as Roderick’s barn!). This year the house will also be 
preparing for Surrey Artists Open Studios and we expecting some woven willow plant 
supports and playhouses to be on show from Farnham based Judith Needham. The house is 
third house on left in Bealeswood Lane, after to small bridge. Parking for the less able in the 
drive and parking area, for the more able there are a number of parking places on verges in 
the lane  
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Garden Tools 
What an evening! They came, well not in their droves but certainly with enthusiasm, 
and demonstrated ancient and modern tools. Many inherited from grandparents, 
some bought at a car boot, other’s purchased in bulk in France. Such variety. Such 
Love. Now you wouldn’t expect me to remember the names of this specialist 
equipment, and quite honestly many of the owners did not know their names either. 
Margaret Houston who had organised the evening kicked off with a long pointy thing 
that some thought was a weeder, others thought it was a carpentry tool Like some 
medical diagnosis it’s purpose was left hanging in the air. She also showed us her 
dutch spade of which she is overly fond. Chris Haines delightful miniature sieve, 
purchased in Country Market Car Boot, had many gasping with envy, Suzanne 
McLean demonstrated a small hand hoe – was it Japanese? It’s sexy curves met with 
admiration. Dan Bosence and George Puddephatt chewed the cud over three-tine or 
five-tine hoes being better. I prefer the former, they, the latter. Peter Newman and 
Tim Finlow both showed overwhelming fondness for ancient tools handed down from 
previous generations. There was a strong suspicion that they both spend more time 
in their sheds than is good for them. Nick Houston beat the drum for the high tech 
solution with a power hedge trimmer on an extendable (and bendable) arm which has 
made his arduous hedge trimming and far less heroic act and a very natty log splitter. 
Jonathan Krish was so impressed with his mattock look alike that he became an 
entrepreneur and purchased quite a few with an over optimistic intention to sell. 
Sadly others did not share his enthusiasm! Tony Moores demonstrated his potato 
planter and made it quite clear that it is much easier to dig a hole and put the potato 
in by hand! Finally Roderick Adam-Smith donned his backpack used for fertilisation 
or murder and look threatening with his wand. 
 
This evening had clear potential for chaos or boredom; neither could be further from 
how it turned out. We laughed a lot, but perhaps more importantly; it gave us an 
opportunity to talk to each other. We certainly plan to put on another, similar evening 

    
 
next year. Any thoughts on a topic would be warmly welcomed. Oh yes, we rounded 
the evening off with a Ploughman’s, hastily purchased from the Bourne Stores and 
home brought wine. A truly enjoyable evening. Many, Many thanks to all of you who 
participated so whole-heartedly. 
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Scarecrow Festival 
A Shepherd and three handsome sheep were the Society’s entry for the Scarecrow 
Festival. The artistic and woodworking talents of Dan and Alison Bosence were 
evident. Sheep available for hire instead of mowing your lawn! 

 
 

Plant Stall at Frensham Fayre  
 

Frensham Fayre (Saturday 18th June, from 2.00 pm) will soon be on us and we need 
plants, or cut flowers, to sell! Each year we manage to fill the gazebo with a good display of 
plant to sell. Although we can a bit in advance we rely on members to bring plants along on 
the day. So please give the organisers a thought and a bit of help and bring along what you 
have on the morning of the event. Or, if this is impossible give us a call and we will arrange 
collection. 

As with last year we shall be buying in a good range of bedding plants to fill those gaps 
you have in your borders but the donated plants are the ones that raise money for the fayre 
charities and your society. 

The contact for Frensham Fayre is Caroline Plant (793991 or 
caroline.tonkin@quic.com). 
 
Gardening Picture of the Month 
In response to the Editors call for your pictures of gardens (yours, or someone elses!) Libby 
Mason has sent in these tulips which arose from a pot full of what were supposed to be white 
tulips. Red, white and blue and just in time for the royal wedding! 

    
 
If anyone else has a gardening picture to share please send to:  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 
dan.bosence@btinternet.com. Items for next Newsletter before August 31st please. 

mailto:caroline.tonkin@quic.com

