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A BOUNTIFUL CHRISTMAS AND FLORIFEROUS NEW YEAR  

TO ALL OUR MEMBERS! 

 
Chairman’s Letter 
 

Another year gone in a flash and my second as Chairman of Frensham and 
Dockenfield Horticultural Society. Where do the years go? Not exactly gardening 
weather either. This is the time of year to cast those big hints to family and friends so 
that Santa brings those little things that help so much to make working (or sitting or 
just looking) in the garden such a pleasure. Don’t forget that your membership of 
FHDS gives you 10% off in various local garden centres including Secretts in 
Godalming and Oakhanger Garden Centre. 

The President’s Supper was as much fun as usual, numbers were down to 
forty, a select bunch. The committee is anxious that the appeal of coming out on an 
evening event in November when we are all busy with seasonal preparations is 
decreasing. We would be keen to hear your views – would it be better if we changed 
to a President’s Lunch in the Summer? Perhaps in a garden? Your thoughts would be 
very welcome – it will be a discussion point for the AGM in February. 

Geoff Lunn’s talk on a Surrey Safari in late October was well received 
especially by those of us who are interested in birds. I was particularly happy to meet 
him as he turned out to be a former colleague of my late father – life is full of 
coincidences. 

I look forward to seeing you all on the 26th January 2012 for Ian Currie’s talk on 
Weatherlore I’m sure he will give us much food for thought. 

 
Have a peaceful and enjoyable Christmas and I look forward to seeing you all 

in the New Year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
and SOCIAL 

 
Thursday 23rd February  

 
8.00 pm Marindin Hall 

“WEATHER LORE- 
FACT or FICTION?” 

with  
IAN CURRIE 

Thursday 26th January 
8.00 pm 

Marindin Hall 
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WEATHER LORE- FACT or FICTION?” with IAN CURRIE 

 
Can you rely on seaweed or pine cones? Is red sky at night a shepherd’s 

delight?  Does April have the face of a monk or the claws of a cat?  How useful is that 
barometer?  

Ian Currie will talk about these topics and much more at our next meeting. He 
is an experienced speaker and has appeared on BBC 1 ‘s Weather Show and The One 
Show, Channel 3, Channel 4’s Big Breakfast and Channel 5’s Weather Watch.  

 
He runs a consulting service called Frosted Earth, that 

has been involved in everything from disputes over cess-pits to 
murder enquiries and along the way resolving insurance claims, 
providing data for industry, forecasting for garden centres 
farmers, and building projects such as motorway construction. 

 
One might have thought that weather forecasting would 

be a rather dangerous business to be in and most of us will 
remember Michael Fish’s “no hurricane” moment. Below is Ian’s 
long distance forecast for the forthcoming Christmas period 

posted on his website (along with this picture) in November; “Could be some wintery 
precipitation around the 20th though not expecting much at this stage. The temperature 
will land up a little below average with rain rather below par too” Lets wait and see! 

 

President’s Supper 
             A select number of members gathered in the Marindin Hall in late November 

for this years Supper. The forty who came enjoyed fine wine and cuisine with our 

Members’ very own home cooked desserts being the culinary highlight of the evening. 

The smaller numbers gave us much more space around the tables, lower ambient 

noise and most felt they had a relaxed and enjoyable evening with good company. 

Elsewhere our Chairman has suggested an open discussion on this event at the AGM. 

Should we continue with a smaller and more relaxed dinner (interestingly, it turned out 

to be less expensive per head than having a much larger dinner) or should we aim for 

a summer, or lunchtime event? 

  We now have two awards that are made at The Supper. The Banksian Medal 

is supplied to the Society by the RHS to the person who achieves greatest numbers of 

points from their horticultural exhibits at the spring and the autumn show. This year we 

were delighted to present this to Chris Haines who swept the board with her exhibits of 

flowers, shrubs, foliage fruit and veg. The Anniversary Cup was presented to Dot 

Othen for her sustained and unstinting work for the Society over the years. Initially 

alongside her late husband Bill and subsequently on the Council for longer than 

anyone of us can remember! 

            The Council received this kind note from Dot that we hope she wont mind 

sharing with you: 

“For once I was dumb-founded last Friday evening at the President’s Supper when I 

was presented with this lovely ’Anniversary Cup’. May I now express my thanks to the 

Committee for considering me worth the honour? It came as an enormous surprise, my 

many thanks to all. What a surprise to see Bill’s name as the first recipient of this lovely 

cup.  Many, many thanks      Dot Othen” 

               Many thanks to Bridgette Wilson and Dot for organising the catering, 

Roderick Adam-Smith the ticketing and seating, and Chairman Annette ably assisted 

by Robert for the raffle. 



 3 

Ridgeway Community School, Farnham 
           You may remember that money raised from our wet and soggy Open Gardens 

event in June was presented to the Ridgeway School. In return we have received a 

letter of thanks from Head Teacher Darryl Morgan. He has also invited members to 

an Open Morning on Monday 5th March 2012 to show off some of their equipment and 

pupil learning methods. Some of us went last year and were amazed at the specialist 

facilities they have, and the expertise of the staff that stimulate the minds and bodies 

of their disabled pupils. 

          The Society will receive official invitations nearer the time. If you are interested 

visiting the school in March please let a member of Council know.  

Surrey Horticulture Federation- Spring Talk by Steve Brooks 
           Sunday 4th March, 2.30 Cobham Village Hall, Lushington Drive, Cobham KT11 
2LU. For tickets (£3.00 each) phone SHF Secretary Janet Arm on 01252 783133. 

Steve is a popular BBC gardening broadcaster and presents a lively, very 
popular, gardening show on BBC Radio Coventry & Warwickshire. This won him the 
prestigious Garden Writers Guild award for The Best Radio Gardening Programme. 
He also broadcasts each year live from Chelsea Flower Show and BBC Gardeners’ 
World Live. Steve has been a presenter of Central TV’s popular 'Gardening Time’ 
programme and won a coveted Royal Television Society Award for his Channel 4 
series “Growing Plants”. 

Steve’s approach to gardening is a fun and informative one and his great love 

and enthusiasm for plants and nature has endeared him to ‘real’ gardeners for many 

years. He cites Geoffrey Smith and Roy Lancaster as the major influences for fuelling 

his passion for gardening. Steve is author of “The Greatest Gardening Tips in the 

World” now into its 3rd edition. 

And finally some stimulating garden and landscape images before 
your membership renewal form…… 

 Posted by Piet Oudolf 

 Tom Stuart-Smiths cow parsley, Chelsea 2010 
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Schoten- A private garden designed by Jacques Wirtz 

 
Images taken from Loretta Bosence’s “Garden design notebook” blog that can be found 

http://lorettabosence.tumblr.com with apologies for some unashamedly blatant family promotion! 

 
2012 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

 
Subscriptions - £10.00 per member, due January 2012.  
 
I/We enclose a cheque for £ ………. made out to Frensham & Dockenfield 
Horticultural Society. It is very helpful and economical if we can send your 
Newsletters and other information by Email and that way you will get all the pictures 
in colour! 
 
Yes- please send to my email address………………………………………………….. 
No- Please distribute paper copy to address below 
       (delete as appropriate)  
 

NAME(S) : …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
ADDRESS...................................................................................................................... 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
TEL………………………………………………….. 
 
EMAIL………………………………………………. 
 
Please send form to the Membership Secretary, Mr Anton Kleiven, Overway, 
Wire Cut, Frensham, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 3DG (tel. 793928 or  07787 940603), 
or, bring this form to the January 26th  evening meeting. 
Data Protection Act - Members agree to the storage of membership details on a computer 
database for the sole purpose of conducting the Society’s business. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 

Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 

dan.bosence@btinternet.com    Items for next Newsletter before  19
th

 January please. 


