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Chairman’s Letter 
 

Just a few words to say that I look forward to seeing you all on the 23rd February for the AGM. 
Frensham and Dockenfield Horticultural Society specialises in ensuring that the AGM is not a 
stodgy affair. Its purpose is for me, as Chairman/woman/person to give an overview of the 
past year and to listen to your thoughts and input and for Bridgette (Treasurer) to let you 
know how we have spent the club’s income over the past year. We then have luscious 
nibbles and a glass of wine. What more could you ask? The slide show was popular last year 
so I shall repeat again. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ridgeway Community School, Farnham 

           A reminder that members are invited to an Open Morning on Monday 5th March 2012 

to show off some of their equipment and pupil learning methods. Details in December 

Newsletter. If you are interested visiting the school in March please let a member of Council 

know.  

Surrey Horticulture Federation- Spring Talk by Steve Brooks 
           Sunday 4th March, 2.30 Cobham Village Hall, Lushington Drive, Cobham KT11 2LU. 
For tickets (£3.00 each) phone SHF Secretary Janet Arm on 01252 783133. 

Steve is a popular BBC gardening broadcaster and presents a lively, very popular, 
gardening show on BBC Radio Coventry & Warwickshire. This won him the prestigious 
Garden Writers Guild award for The Best Radio Gardening Programme. He also broadcasts 
each year live from Chelsea Flower Show and BBC Gardeners’ World Live. Steve has been a 
presenter of Central TV’s popular 'Gardening Time’ programme and won a coveted Royal 
Television Society Award for his Channel 4 series “Growing Plants”. 

Steve’s approach to gardening is a fun and informative one and his great love and 

enthusiasm for plants and nature has endeared him to ‘real’ gardeners for many years. He 

cites Geoffrey Smith and Roy Lancaster as the major influences for fuelling his passion for 

gardening. Steve is author of “The Greatest Gardening Tips in the World” now into its 3rd 

edition. 
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Veg Corner 

Growing a supply of your favourite veg so that you have what you want to eat throughout the 

year is, for many, the goal of the keen veg grower. However, this is not easily accomplished if 

you are new to veg growing and the notes below are written for those less experienced in this 

part of the garden. Veg growing does need some planning so that the crops you want to eat 

in 2 or 9 months time are planted at the right time and that you have the space in your plot to 

plant them. There is also an optimum amount that is needed for any particular crop especially 

if it cannot be preserved such as lettuce, radish or brussel sprouts. 

Seed packets, veg growing books, seed catalogues and websites will tell you when to plant 

seeds, the right rowing conditions and when to expect to harvest your crop. Before you 

launch into this research though it is useful to make a list of what crops you want to eat in 

each month, or season, of the year. This is your choice and decision,  cannot be got from the 

above sources and will be different for each person or family (and usually within the family!). 

Having made your eating “wish list” you then need to work backwards to find out when to 

plant each crop so that it can be harvested when you want to eat it. A simple enough task but 

still worth doing even if you are an experienced grower as new varieties are always appearing 

and the needs for the kitchen changes as families and/or tastes change. At this stage you 

might realise that you just don’t have enough space for everything on your wish list so think 

through if there are some veg that can be bought that are the right variety and quality that you 

are after. Before you buy your seeds there are a number of other points that can be usefully 

thought over which may affect your shopping list: 

 The harvesting season of many crops is always changing as plant breeders generate 

new varieties. For example sprouting broccoli used to be a spring crop (and better 

than asparagus some people think) but now it can be planted to harvest throughout 

the year. Whether you want sprouting broccoli throughout the year is another matter 

though! 

 The other way to stretch the season of your favourite veg is to protect it from cold 

weather by using fleece, cloches, polytunnel or greenhouse. 

 The growing time of crops varies enormously from a few weeks for radish to upwards 

of 8 months for celeriac. This means that for quick growing crops 2-3 crops can be 

grown in any one patch throughout the year. Getting the right succession of crops 

which you want for the kitchen and at the right time is part of the skill of the veg 

grower. E.g. new potatoes are dug during June and July and can be immediately 

followed with your leeks to harvest in the following winter. 

 The succession of crops can be speeded up nowadays by buying in young plants. 

Many websites offer these and Forest Lodge Garden Centre have a good range of 

young veg plants in plugs through the spring to autumn. The cheaper alternative is to 

grow your own in trays, 3” pots or Root Trainers. The latter are surprisingly good as 

the plants really do seem to cope well with planting out compared with those grown in 

pots. 

As you can see all of this can get a bit complicated especially if you want to have a rotation of 

crops in your plot so that the same crops are not planted in the same place each year and the 
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crops have the right soil preparation (e.g. whether or not they needed manure or compost the 

year before or this year). The answer to this, I find is to keep a diary for each year with notes 

on sowing and harvesting dates and what succeeds what. If you want help with all this then 

there are companies now who will do all the planning for you and send you your seeds or 

plug plants at the right time of year with instructions for sowing and care. A local firm doing 

this is Living Leaves in Kingsley. Contact Alaster Anderson on 01420 479950 or visit 

www.livingleaves.co.uk  He also does a good line in crop protection “cages” for raised beds. 

I hope you have a successful growing season in the veg patch and look forward to seeing 

your successes in the autumn show! 

And in case you have mislaid or forgotten…… 

 
 

2012 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 

Subscriptions - £10.00 per member, due January 2012.  
 
I/We enclose a cheque for £ ………. made out to Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural 
Society. It is very helpful and economical if we can send your Newsletters and other 
information by Email and that way you will get all the pictures in colour! 
 
Yes- please send to my email address………………………………………………….. 
No- Please distribute paper copy to address below 
       (delete as appropriate)  
 
NAME(S) : …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS...................................................................................................................... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
TEL………………………………………………….. 
 
EMAIL………………………………………………. 
 
Please send form to the Membership Secretary, Mr Anton Kleiven, Overway, Wire Cut, 
Frensham, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 3DG (tel. 793928 or  07787 940603), or, bring this 
form to the January 26th  evening meeting. 
Data Protection Act - Members agree to the storage of membership details on a computer 
database for the sole purpose of conducting the Society’s business. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________

_____ 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood 

Lane, Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 

dan.bosence@btinternet.com    Items for next Newsletter before  19th January please. 

http://www.livingleaves.co.uk/
mailto:dan.bosence@btinternet.com

