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Chairman’s Letter 
 

I would say –‘ Phew What a Scorcher’ but I think it’s already been said and I’m 
worried that by the time you read this newsletter we will be shivering and have put the 
watering can away. I wonder what Ian Currie, our “Weatherlore”, January Speaker 
would have made of this. I don’t recall that he forecast such changeability. I’m quite 
sure we were all very glad to see the rain but did it have to be quite so cold? 

We had an excellent turn out for the photography talk at the end of April. Sadly 
as the speaker was very quietly spoken I know a few members had difficulty in 
hearing her – we will bear that in mind. In these high tech times a microphone and 
speaker are always a possibility. However I really do hope that she inspired a few 
more of you to enter a photograph in the Autumn Show and thank you very much to 
the courageous members who allowed their pictures to be used for examples of how 
to (or not to!) take pictures. It did bring the talk alive. 

So what next? Mark Saunders, Head Gardener from Fittleworth House will be 
joining us for our very own Gardeners Question Time on the 31st May. Please do 
bring your mystery plants or your ailing plants. He is very tactful when telling you why 
you have nearly killed them. I had no flowers on my hydrangea and he pointed out 
that I had pruned all of the branches that would have born flowers. Believe me 
growing hydrangea just for its foliage does rather miss the point. 

Anyhow enjoy this wonderful weather – it is a pity that we have a hosepipe ban 
(I understand the exemption for over 65’s has been removed) but it did need to warm  
up a bit. I look forward to seeing you on the 31st May. 
 
Annette 

 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Gardeners’ Question Time (Mark Saunders) 31st May 
(8.00 pm. Marindin Hall) 

 

Dockenfield Day Plant Stall- 1.30-4.30, 2nd June 
 

Frensham Fayre Plant Stall- 1.00 pm - ? 15th June 
 

Composting; an evening discussion meeting- 28th June 
7.30 Dockenfield plus Ploughman’s supper 

 

Hampton Court Flower Show- 3rd- 8th July 
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Gardeners’ Question Time 
The next meeting of the Society (Thursday 31st May, 8.00 pm Marindin Hall) will 

be our very own special version of Gardeners’ Question Time. This year, and back by 
popular demand, we have Mark Saunders (Head Gardener, Fittleworth House, 
Sussex) as the “panel of experts”. Remember you can bring along specimens or 
photos of failing trees, shrubs, flowers and veg for inspection and comment, plants for 
identification etc. as well as all of your unanswered horticultural problems. Last year 
we held this in the autumn so this is the chance to ask questions about spring and 
early summer and how to look after the garden in these times of extreme weather. 
How are the professional gardeners coping in “the wettest drought on record”? 

 
Plant Sales at Village Fairs 

Stalls selling plants are being planned for both Dockenfield Day (Saturday and 
Frensham Fayre (Saturday 16th June). However, for these to be a success they need 
plants, or cut flowers, to sell! Where do these plants come from each year? Well, they 
come from rather a small number of people who take the trouble to sow seeds that will 
be ready in time, or who have dug up surplus shrubs/perennials or who have 
remembered to take cuttings from earlier in the year. If you have any of the above 
please bring them along, preferably labelled but this is not essential, as we have stall-
holders with many years experience of growing plants in the area.   

Bring them to the stall on the morning of the event. Or, if this is impossible, give 
us a call and we arrange prior delivery. The contacts for Dockenfield Day are Pam 
Hibbert (792573) or Dan Bosence (792442 or dan.bosence@btinteternet.com) and for 
Frensham Fayre is Caroline Plant (793991 or caroline.tonkin@markit.com). 
 

 
Compost Discussion Evening 
Last year we held a very successful evening discussing various special tools that 
members had hidden away in their sheds. So we thought we should repeat this event 
this year but focus on compost making on Thursday 28th June. Hopefully we shall 
have a nice long summer’s evening as we shall be examining how compost making is 
tackled in two gardens in Dockenfield. If the weather is really bad we shall meet in the 
Marindin Hall at 7.30 so we need names and numbers please in case a late decision 
has to be made.  
 Please meet at 7.30 at Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane (parking in drive, 
on verges and lay-by in lane). The Bosence compost making system will be 
demonstrated. 
 At about 8.15 we drive or walk (up path past the Blue Bell) to Willows Lea in 
Batt’s Corner road to the west of the Blue Bell, at junction with Sandy Lane (Parking 
on road side and verges) where the McLean composting system will be explained.  

This will be followed by general discussion on how people make, or have 
problems in making, good compost. What is good compost? What you should, or 
should not, put on your compost heap. Please bring along samples of your compost 
in clear plastic bag or jar for discussion! 

Other discussion items for discussion might be what bought composts are 
good at the moment (they seem to vary each year), or, how members are getting on 
with their free bag of Miracle Grow compost. 
 The evening finishes with a ploughman’s supper at Willows Lea. We shall 
provide food, plates and glasses. You provide your favourite tipple. Tea and coffee 
will be provided if needed. 
 Please phone Suzanne McLean (792231) or Annette Clayson (726618) in 
advance so we have an idea of numbers, and in case of change of venue because of 
the weather. 
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Garden Outing; Wednesday May 16th Beechenwood Farm, Odiham. 
Council needs to know why the last two garden outings have attracted so little 
interest! Waterperry Manor visit last September had to be cancelled and very few 
showed interest in the nearer Beechenwood Farm garden. So it cannot be because 
they are either too far away or too near! Please let your local friendly council member  
know why these are not proving popular. Four years ago we filled a large coach to 
visit two gardens in Dorset and had a great day out. What has changed? 

Are you getting Best Value out of your Membership? 
Don’t forget that one of the great unsung benefits of your £10.00 membership fee is 
the discount it gets you at local garden centres and nurseries. For example if you 
produce your yellow membership card at the following places this is what you get: 

Andrews of Hindhead - garden machinery & service - 10% 
J & M garden machinery Churt - garden machinery & service - 5% 
Lindsey Clark - 10% 
Details of other locations in your Membership booklet and card. 
Several of us have repaid are membership dues with just one visit to Lyndsey 

Clark Bros in Churt. 

 

Marindin Hall Gardens 
You may not know that the newly planted gardens at the hall have been maintained 
over the last few years by Anton Kleiven and a small team of helpers. Some plants 
have not done as well as we had hoped, so if you have any plants spare that are 
surplus to those you are supplying for the village fairs please let Anton know (tel. 
793928). They must be plants that will survive on this very dry sandy site without 
watering. 
 Alternatively, if you expect to have plants later in the year, or next winter, and 
this is more convenient, please let Anton know. We shall of course be checking 
through any plants left over from our plant stalls to see if anything is suitable. If you 
ever wondered where any unsold plants go then rest assured they are not composted 
but are taken to the Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice for sale at their plant stall. 

 

Surrey Federation of Horticulture SPECIAL EVENT 

On Sunday, 17th June 2.30 – 4 pm, a ‘one-off ’chance to visit  

WOODLARK NURSERIES 
Burhill Road, Hersham, Surrey, KT12 4JD (www.woodlarknurseries.co.uk) 

This is normally a wholesale-only nursery and grows a wide range of bedding plants, 
bulbs, perennials, patio plants and herbs plus lots of seasonally planted hanging 
basket and containers. Plants will be for sale on the day. If you intend to go please 
contact a Council member so we can let Janet Arm (SFH secretary) know how many 
might be going. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 

Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 

dan.bosence@btinternet.com    Items for next Newsletter before  29th August please. 


