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Chairman’s Letter 
Mid-August. Truly unbelievable – where did that Summer go? My potatoes and 

tomatoes have been a total disaster and I currently have two marrows that are masquerading as 

courgettes. Still I’ve heard the Autumn is going to be glorious – believe me. 

Let me just start by thanking everyone who came to the compost evening. What a 

success. Thank you in particular to Alison and Suzanne for sharing their composting systems 

with us, Suzanne for opening up her house so that we could enjoy the Ploughman’s in the 

warm (Yes, another cold evening). But also particular thanks to the members who brought 

their own compost and told us how they do it. As good as the tools evening last year. What 

shall we do for the member’s evening next year? Any ideas would be gratefully received. 

So now looking forward we have the Autumn Show on the 8
th

 September 2012. I look 

forward to seeing the trusty members who always have entries. Some just one or two others 

really pull out the stops. As ever I entreat you, if you haven’t entered before please have a go. 

If you are not the kind of person who can get their act together and submit the form from the 

Show Schedule to the shop or Dan on the Thursday before, then turn up on the day and smile 

nicely at Dan (the organiser) and your entry will be allowed. But you must turn up before 9.30 

am. 

We then have a talk on the Winter Garden from Patricia Liechti-Clarke – details 

elsewhere in the newsletter on the 27
th

 September 2012. We are also arranging a visit to 

Waterperry Gardens, just East of Oxford, on the 19
th

 September. Details are yet to be finalised 

but the cost will be about £10 which will cover petrol and entrance and we would leave about 

9am. Please call me for more details and to have your name put down. It is most likely, unless 

I am deluged with requests, that a group of members will provide transport. If there are 

enough of us to warrant a coach, needless to say, the cost will be a little higher. Anyhow 

please give me a call or email if you are interested. 01252 726618 or 

annette.clayson@twopenny.com . 

See you at the Autumn Show (even if it is only for the homemade teas in the 

afternoon.) 

Happy Gardening 

Annette 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Autumn Flower, Fruit, Veg, Cooking and Photography Show 
Saturday 8th September 

 
Waterperry, Oxfordshire, Garden Visit 

Wednesday 19th September 
 

Plants for the Winter Garden 
Patricia Liechti-Clarke, 8.00 pm, 27th September 
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Autumn Show 
 Arrangements are already well advanced for this years Autumn Show on 
Saturday 8th September. The Hall is booked, the judges booked, the posters are 
being printed, the cakes have been requested (many thanks to all our cake makers) 
and all we need now is some kind weather to bring on those Autumn flowers or 
rekindle some life back into summer flowers and fruit and veg for the show.  
 Every year we have concerns that we shall have a good round of entries in all 
our divisions (Flowers, Flowering Arrangements, Vegetables, Fruit, Cooking and 
Photography) and this year, with difficult growing conditions (not to mention the 
slugs), is no different. However, remember that we have experienced the same 
weather so we shall all have the same problems finding good quality entries, and we 
know that every year you surprise us, and the judges, with the display that we all 
hope for in the Marindin Halls. If there really is nothing you wish to enter from the 
garden then please think about entering a “Jubilee” flower arrangement (flowers and 
foliage can be bought), Some jelly, jam, apple cake (we had our first apples picked  
yesterday), or some bunting (you may have some that was made earlier for the 
Jubilympics?), or some photographs (Bee on a flower, summer shrub, or a garden 
container (I think this can include the plants in the container as well and will take 
“show organisers action” to instruct the judge on this!). 
 Finally, if you have cups that you won last year, then please give these a polish 
up and return them to Dan Bosence (Show Organiser, tel. 792442), but not until 
Thursday 6th September as I am away on holiday. 
 

 Compost Discussion Evening (Alison Bosence) 
An evening spent discussing compost turned out to be instructive, informative 

and great fun. June 28th  was the first warm sunny day for some time, attracting 26 
keen members out of doors for a tour around two garden composting systems in 
Dockenfield, several bringing samples of their own compost for discussion. 

The first stop was to see the Bosence method which comprises 3 bins of 
around a metre square built of planking with gaps between for ventilation. As the 
ground is wet, they have wooden pallets as bases, which again allows some air to 
circulate. The heaps are fed with a mixture of annual weeds, kitchen green waste, 
old plant matter and grass clippings, and as soon as one bin is empty, they are 
turned over into the neighbouring bin and a new heap started. There was much 
discussion on ‘turning’ compost and whether this helps speed the process. Wild life 
discovered included a slow worm enjoying the warmth. 

The worst perennial weeds (ground elder and horse tail) are not added, and 
nor is cardboard or newspaper. There is a separate system for leaves, which are 
partly chopped by the lawn mower so grass is included and stacked in old ‘dumpy 
bags’ left over from building supplies. These take around 2 to 3 years before a 
good leaf mould is ready to use. 

Next, was a visit to Suzanne McLean’s garden, where conical plastic bins are 
in use. Suzanne uses these particular bins as their, size, shape, thickness, colour 
and construction all combine to create good conditions for composting. However 
she has discovered that three bins are barely enough for a large garden, and there 
is a waiting pile of green waste and paper, so it is partly rotted before being added. 
Kitchen waste is gathered in ‘compostable bags’, and several people agreed that 
these don’t achieve their description in under a year and have to be used with 
discretion! No grass cuttings are added to these bins. They are easy to manage: 
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having no base, they lift off the compost so it can be turned, moved, or used if 
ready. 

An impressive leaf-composting system comprises 3 very large ‘bins’ of 
chicken wire, with a rotation of fresh leaves gathered in autumn then mixed 
throughout summer with (a lot of) grass cuttings. Suzanne explained that although 
this helps to make a good compost, leaves are rotted by fungi and not by heat, so 
the grass does not necessarily speed things up. 

Finally we were treated to explanations from several other members who had 
brought delicious samples of brown crumbly matter and bottles of mysterious 
liquids, and explained their own varying methods. Noreen Madgwick uses a 
‘wormery’ to make two different products: she can safely include food waste with 
other vegetable matter to make a fine compost, all in a covered container which 
lets liquid drip from the base to give a good liquid ‘plant feed’. Her second method 
of producing a liquid feed is to fill an old plastic bin with comfrey leaves, sometimes 
adding nettles. With the only added liquid being a little rain water seeping through a 
hole at the top, she can extract the resulting brown liquid from a top at the bottom, 
ready to dilute as plant and foliar feed. 

There seemed to be a tendency for Frensham composts to be drier than 
those from Dockenfield, which led to a discussion on whether the drier sandy soil 
might be an influence, or if the varieties of grass were any different on the clay 
soil? The Houstons brought a sample of compost made purely of grass mowings, 
heaped in the open for up to three years, producing a fibrous compost, used 
successfully to improve the light soil. 

Some people turn their compost, some don’t. The Pearsons turn one heap 
but another is not turned, and the composting process is speeded with addition of 
chicken manure. Containers varied from wooden or netting structures to plastic 
bins. There was lively discussion and several of us learnt something new, ideas 
were exchanged, and we had a really enjoyable, social evening. Thanks are due to 
the generous McLean household: as the weather cooled we were forced indoors 
for a welcome ploughman’s meal. 

Compost bins made from recycled timber in the Bosence garden in May this year (based on 

design by Lawrence Hills, Grow Your Own Fruit  & Vegetables, Faber, 1971). Middle bin is 
still being added to, left bin is well rotted and was built last autumn, right bin was made last 

summer and is being dug out for use on the garden. In August the right hand bin had been 

emptied, the middle bin was then turned into right bin, the left bin is being used and the 

middle bin refilled. 
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Bees and Pesticides 

This is a topic that many of us are concerned about and seems to be yet 
another problem that is facing our bees, not to mention are beekeepers, including 
those in our Society. Earlier in the year articles appeared in the national press 
(Telegraph and the Sunday Times- thanks to Noreen Madgwick for raising this)) and 
a rather out of date programme about this appeared on television this summer. Many 
of us, I think, assume that pesticides nowadays are correctly tested and safe to use if 
directions on the packet are followed.  

However recent research suggests that this may not be the case with a new 
group of pesticides called neonicotinoids. Introduced in the 1990s and used to spray 
some 3 million acres of farmland in the UK has been implicated in the mysterious 
“colony collapse disorder” affecting bees, first in the USA, the now Europe. These 
new systemic pesticides were supposed to have been tested on bees; they were but 
only for lethal and short-term effects. The new research shows that when used in 
recommended doses the all-important navigation system of the honey bees did not 
seem to be working and in bumble bees loss of queen bees was recorded. 

 I am sure we will hear more about this in the future, not the least from the 
manufacturers Bayer CropScience, but until then please be mindful of what you are 
spraying and when you spray. Unfortunately for us it is difficult to find out exactly what 
is in your spray but the following are listed as neonicotinoid insecticides; 

Acetamiprid, Clothianidin, Dinotefuran, Dinotefuran, Imidacloprid, Nitenpyram, 
Thiacloprid, Thiamethoxam. Imidacloprid is the one to look out for as it is the 
most widely used and has been banned by some countries but not the UK. 
Thiacloprid is listed as the active ingredient in a pesticide made by Bayer 
(called something like “Bugoff”) currently being sold in Homebase in Farnham.  

Garden Outing; Waterperry Manor, Oxfordshire 
Waterperry Manor is back on the agenda for the 19th of September as many 

want this visit to be a success. Two years ago we advertised it as a coach outing but 
had to cancel due to low numbers. However if we organise it using private cars then 
hopefully the visit will be attractive for members and will work. Waterperry has 
national horticultural interest and boasts “the finest herbaceous border in the country”: 
 

 

“From May to October flowers of every 

shape and hue create a stunning 
picture in Waterperry’s famous border, 

set amongst peaceful lawns and shrub 

borders.” 
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In September these borders should be showing their third flush of colour from 
Michaelmas Daisies, Goldenrod and Helenium which all flower through until the first 
frosts. They also sell plants raised in their own nurseries and fruit from their 5 acre 
commercial orchards. We have it from first hand that the plant sales area is very well 
stocked this year. 

The outing will be organised by our Chairman and she gives details and 
contacts in her letter on the front page. 
 
 

Fruit Tree Pruning 
I have received a request for contact details of any local experts in pruning well 
established, and some quite old apple trees. If you have someone you have used and 
can recommend please let the editor know and I can include this for all in a 
subsequent Newsletter. Many of us know tackling an old apple tree can be a daunting 
task: 
 

       
(From  Larry  “Man in Garden” 1966) 

 

 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 

Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 

dan.bosence@btinternet.com    Items for next Newsletter before  19th September please. 


