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Chairman’s Letter 
I had hoped that this Chairman’s letter would be full of crowing about the Autumn Show but 

alas insufficient entries forced us to cancel. The committee has met since and we think it was a 

combination of factors; firstly, quite clearly the desperately awful weather this Summer has 

put paid to lots of vegetables and flowers. In my garden I have by far and away the biggest 

patch of very tall Michaelmas Daisies but is there even one flower on them yet? – not one. We 

think the Olympics too may have made some people postpone their holidays; certainly some 

of our regular contributors were away. If there is another reason that you think the entries 

might have been down please do let me or any other member of the committee know – we can 

only improve things if we understand what the issues are. Most importantly I must apologise 

to those members who had spent a lot of time getting their entries ready for the show – I am 

really sorry we needed to cancel. One member has put photographs of her entries on Facebook 

for the world to see – or at least her ‘Facebook Friends’ !  

So what next? Well Waterperry obviously – about 10 of us are going at present. It is 

next Wednesday (19
th

). There is still time if you would like a lift. Please note also that if you 

are an RHS member then entry is free. 

Details of the next Speaker are elsewhere in the Newsletter – Patricia Liechti-Clarke 

talking about the winter garden – at the moment I think that may service for all year round! 

Apologies from me – as I shall be driving down to the South of France in an old mini cooper 

(holding onto my fillings!) –  Dan will be doing the introductions. 

Finally please put the President’s Supper in your diary – Friday 23
rd

 November. The 

committee is already starting to plan it. We are aiming for the same number – around 40 – as 

last year. I know many of you wouldn’t think of missing it, but for those of you who have 

never been – or maybe not for some years – please think about coming this year. Good 

company, nice food, no speeches, fabulous raffle – what more could you ask for? Watch this 

space for more details. 

 

Happy Gardening 

Annette 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Waterperry, Oxfordshire, Garden Visit 
Wednesday 19th September 

 
Plants for the Winter Garden 

Patricia Liechti-Clarke, 8.00 pm, 27th September 
 

Plant and Produce Sale 
The Hollybush, Frensham 

11.00 – 12.30, Saturday, 6th October 
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Next Meeting; “Plants for the Winter Garden” by Patricia Liechti-
Clarke 
 
Our first talk of this season will be by Patricia Liechti-Clarke from Tilford on "Plants for 
the Winter Garden". Patricia is a self-taught gardener and garden designer and has 
had her garden open to the public in the NGS scheme for the last 25 years. Her 
subject is most topical and hopefully will be of interest to all who want to keep their 
spring, summer and autumn interest in their garden continuing through to the winter. 
We are hoping for a good turn out for our first talk of the winter season. 
 
Looking ahead into October our next speaker will be Elizabeth Farrar who has given us 
what must be one of the most honest titles we have come across "Learning From 
One's Mistakes". We all make mistakes in the garden, but what do we learn from 
them? 
 

Plant and Produce Sale; The Hollybush Frensham. 
11.00 – 12.30, Saturday 6th October. 
An early call for those planning to dig through their borders over the next month or so. 
If you have spare perennials or shrubs that can be potted up please do so (minus your 
weeds) and look after them so that we have plenty to sell. The event will again be held 
at the Holly Bush in Frensham and even if you can’t attend please tell all your friends 
that this is were the horticultural bargains are to be found. Also, if you have any spare 
produce; fruit? cut flowers? veg? herbs? please bring them along to the sale. If you 
cannot be there on the day but have some offerings please contact the organizer 
Caroline Plant on 793991 or on caroline.tonkin@markit.com. 
 

Conservatory Plants To Go! (from Caroline Plant) 
Eva Mack is moving house and needs to divest herself of some of her conservatory 
plants.   She has a very nice climbing Geranium (orangey-red flowers and about 5 feet 
high - needs to be in a conservatory or at the very least a porch over winter) and a 
number of Daturas (quite big plants 3-5 feet high – pot luck pink, white and yellow – 
also needing at the very least cold greenhouse care over the winter) to give away.   
People can contact me if interested (phone and email above). I’ll probably bring the 
plants over in a wheelbarrow to my house in the next week or 2, so its first come first 
served. 
 

 
 

Veggies and herbs rule! 

An enterprising 

roundabout planting in 
France spotted this 

summer. If you have seen 

other horticultural images 

on your travels this year 
please send them in as 

jpgs. 
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Not the Autumn Show 
We believe this might be the first year that one of the plant shows has had to be 
cancelled. This was not an easy decision and we held on as long as we could to see if 
more entries would come in. However by Friday lunchtime it was clear that there would 
be only 11 people entering and the number of exhibits in the classes would be 1 or 2 at 
the most with many classes with no exhibits. We pride ourselves in putting on a good 
show and clearly this one would have fallen well short of the mark. We normally have 
30 people entering the Autumn Show with up to 200 exhibits. We are very sorry that 
those who did have entries were denied the chance to have them exhibited and all 
these 11 people were contacted on the Friday afternoon by phone. 
  Clearly this has been an exceptionally difficult year for us gardeners; the 
warmest winter ever followed by late frosts, then a heatwave in April and May and then 
the wettest June on record. Riverford Organics in Devon who supply veg boxes all over 
England say it is their worst year in their 25 years of trading. Other local shows have 
either cancelled (like us) or put on a very much reduced show. 
  After the decision had been made on Friday the 7th I received a number of 
emails from members who had unexpectedly enjoyed one of the best days of the year 
their gardens. Other unplanned-for benefits of cancellation also presented themselves 
as in the unattributed comments below: 
 

“Still like you, we now have some rather overfilled jam tarts to enjoy!” 

 
“Looking on the bright side, I have found a large pumpkin I didn't know I had which 
had escaped into next doors garden and have retrieved it, and the children 
unexpectedly have had apple cake for tea !!” 

 
“I have to say that I have found no difficulty in filling the cake making and other time!” 
 

 
One lesson we have learnt from this is that we should make it clear to all members that 
it is not a requirement that you fill in the paper slip and hand it in to the shop by 1.00 
pm on the Thursday before the show. It helps us if you do, but we are equally happy 
for people to email the classes they wish to enter, or to ring the Show Organiser and 
tell them the class numbers. What is important is that members tell us a few days 
beforehand what they expect to be able to enter. Small changes in entries can easily 
be made when you bring your exhibits to the hall. 
 

 

A Chelsea Chop at Frensham 

Common. Thanks to the Rangers 

for cutting the fire barrier earlier in 
the season to generate a later 

flowering of Caluna and Erica in 

the foreground. Tall dead heather 

flowers in the background. 
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Secretts Garden Centre Open Evening 
Once again Secretts in Milford are having an Open Evening (Wednesday 14th 
November, 6.00-9.00 pm) for garden club members. This gives you a generous 15% 
discount on all purchases from the Garden Centre and free light refreshments. Details 
and registration slips will be given out at our next evening meeting or contact Annette 
Clayson for information. We need to give them an idea of numbers and if you are going 
remember to take your Hot and Prod membership card. 
 

President’s Supper 
Advance warning of the societies social event of the year; Friday 23rd November, 7.30 
for 8.00. Please make a note in your diaries.  Following comments on the catering for 
last years dinner Council have decided to return to an earlier style of President’s 
Supper in which we cook the food for the evening. The desserts have always been 
home made and for me have been the centerpiece of the meal but this year we shall 
provide the main course as well. If you would like to help with this endeavor please 
contact a member of Council as some extra help would be appreciated. If you are on 
Bridgette Wilson’s list for dessert making, then expect a phone call soon. Watch this 
space for details in our next Newsletter. 
 

Slugs and Snails 
Many of you have reported record levels of molluscan herbivory in your garden this 
year. Others have used it as a reason for why they had no entries in the show. One 
fully paid up member of the anti-molluscan brigade wrote in to Gardeners World to say 
they had got rid of 12,670 slugs so far this year. We were told by one of our speakers a 
few years back that each slug has 173,000 teeth. Multiplying these two figures together 
it is perhaps surprising that anything grows in our garden.  

I do a nightly slug and snail patrol and after a 2 week work trip abroad in June 
was surprised by the numbers and sizes of our slimy veg eaters brought on by the wet 
weather so I counted them each night for a week; 95 were dispatched on the first night 
and by the end of the week I could only find 8. So there is a finite number out there and 
they can be got rid of without putting down pellets that are harmful to other slug 
predators. I favour a sharp pair of scissors (snip and flick into the border or bed), 
others collect them in a bucket and add salt. Don’t throw them over the hedge they will 
find there way back! To conclude, if I multiply my weekly total kill by 30 (for a guess at 
how many weeks of the year when slugs are active) what do I get?  12,690! 
  I have a few lines left to fill on this page so here is a moral dilemma I come 
across on my slug patrol. I see a slug and am just about to dispatch it when I see a 
large toad approaching, possibly for its dinner. What do I do? Snip and flick or leave it 
for the toad? Sometimes the answer is clear when the slug is rather bigger than the 
toad. 
 
 
 
 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 

Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 

dan.bosence@btinternet.com    Items for next Newsletter before  16th October please. 


