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Dear Hort and Prod Member 

As I write this (14th Jan) the snow has turned (as usual in these parts) to rain and 
the rather picturesque scene is dull and wet. I wonder if my garden plants have heaved a 
sigh of relief or were looking forward to a peaceful rest under a light layer that would 
protect them from the wind an allow an eerie light to seep through – who knows? 

Anyhow no need to speculate now – all is wet and unpleasant. 
I trust you all had a lovely Christmas and New Year and that Santa brought you 

that special pair of secateurs you had been yearning for. I am always tempted by the 
emails I receive from Unwins promising me wonders beyond my greatest dreams. This 
year I have ordered a Clematis that will grow profusely from my hanging basket 
(allegedly) – with promises more seductive than trailing Lobelia I have succumbed – so 
watch this space for reports (and maybe pictures) for when the Clematis arrives. 

I hope you all have the 31st January 2013 in your diary for the talk by Graham 
Pattison about plant hunting on the equator. You will see elsewhere in the newsletter that 
the committee have been plant hunting in their own gardens to see what is flowering in 
January.  

Sharing plants is one of the delights of being in a gardening club – I had, in 
Dockenfield, a Daphne of which I was particularly fond. It had babies regularly and I gave 
one to Suzanne McLean and one to an uncle of mine in Scotland. When we moved 
house I dug up three babies – all of which turned out to be ash seedlings (I have told you 
about my short comings before!) but I now have one in my back garden as the one that 
went to Scotland had babies of its own! Result! 

So wrap up warm, read your seed catalogue and see if you can pop out on the 
31st for a fascinating evening on warmer climes. 

 
Happy catalogue reading 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Plant Hunting on the Equator 
Graham Pattison, 8.00 pm, 31st January, 2013 

 
Annual General Meeting and Social 

8.00 pm Thursday 28th February 
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Next Meeting; “Plant Hunting on the Equator” by Graham Pattison, 
8.00 pm, 31st January, Marindin Hall. 
 
 The sharper eyes will notice that this is not our usual date of the 4th Thursday in the 
month. The 31st is correct and doors will open at 7.15 for membership renewals. 
 We are informed that “ Anything horticultural; then Graham has done it. Tree and 
shrub care at Kew Gardens, consultant for The National Botanic Gardens 
in Mexico City, and major work for the Chelsea and Hampton Court Flower Shows”. In 
between all this he has found time to undertake hair-raising, botanically-related activities in 
Equatorial regions. 
 . 
 
What’s Flowering in your Garden? 
A quick survey of members’ gardens and having a snoop over peoples hedges reveals 
that. despite the grey and wet of December and January, the weather has been mild this 
winter and our gardens have responded well. Before the snow of the 18th January the 
following were seen flowering in the gardens of Frensham and Dockenfield: 
Daphne mezereum var. alba (“with a wonderful lemon scent”) 
Daphne bholua Jacqueline Postill 
Rhododendron "Christmas Cheer" 
Lonicera fragrantissima 
Viburnum bodnantense and tinus 
Hamamellis Jamie 
Mahonia Lionel Fortescue  
Sarcococca 
Prunus subhirtella autumnalis 
Camellia oleifera (scented 3” single flowers first flowering since planting 8 years ago), 
Narumigata  (“scented single white with pink shading”) and Paradise Caroline (“double 
deep pink”) and the large white flowering bush at the Blue Bell has been looking a treat 
Yucca “A 6ʼ high flower spike about to flower”  
Skimmia, Kew Green, Magic Marlow and Rubella 
Hellebore 
Daffodil 'Cedric Morris' 
Primroses and Snowdrops 
 
An Evening with Monty Don 

Oakleaf Enterprise is a Guildford 
based mental health charity that helps 
those who have suffered mental illness get 
back into work through training and support 
(www.oakleaf-enterprise.org). Like many 
local charities fundraising is a vital to allow 
them to continue to provide their services 
to clients. As part of their fundraising they 
are organizing this dinner (black tie) and 
talk by Monty at the Radisson Blu Hotel, 
Guildford, 6.30, 22nd February. In addition there is “magical entertainment” but it doesn’t 
say what Monty will talk about. For tickets (£65 per person) call Tess on 01483 303649, or 
Clive on 07979802300. 

The circulation list for this event was huge (all local horticultural societies) so ring 
quickly if you want to try and get a ticket. 
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Seasonal Recipe (from Penny Hearn) 
This recipe is very best as a salad with home grown tomatoes in the summer but the 
reason for having it in the January Newsletter is that it works miracles on the insipid 
cherry tomatoes that you find in supermarkets at this time of year. 
 
Sweet Rosemary tomatoes 
2 tablespoons of water 
50g caster sugar 
3 sprigs of Rosemary 
75ml extra virgin olive oil 

10 cloves of garlic peeled  
(or less if this is too much) 
450g cherry tomatoes 
Sea salt and black pepper

 
In a small saucepan or milk pan, heat the water and sugar until the sugar is 

dissolved, then add the rosemary sprigs, olive oil and garlic.  Cook over a low heat (only 
just simmering) for about 5 minutes, stirring regularly. 

When the garlic has started to soften, add the whole tomatoes, stir until coated in 
the oil mixture, then cover with a lid and cook for about five more minutes. When the 
tomatoes start to burst, take them off the heat. Season to taste with the salt and pepper. 

To serve, spoon the tomatoes drained into a bowl and serve with some of the 
juices poured over. They are very nice with roast lamb at this time of year. 
Alternatively you can let them cool to room temperature then use as a salad or light lunch 
with crusty bread to soak up the juice. 
 
Veg Corner 
All the pundits are writing about what a dreadful year 2013 was for vegetable growing. If 
you are new to the game then you have every ones sympathy. The promise of a warm 
winter and early spring had us sowing and planting out early and then we were hit by the 
hottest March and April on record with a hosepipe ban. Our sowings came to nothing or 
had scattered germination and young plants had difficulty getting established. The wet 
wet summer meant that potato and tomato blight was prevalent and we suffered what 
has been termed “the wettest draught on record”. Our pumpkins courgettes and squash 
had difficulty ripening and for many the runner and french beans had a short season. 

What is not so clear is how do you plan your veg growing so that they can cope 
with a year like 2012? Some say you shouldn’t plan for it as it was so exceptional it will 
probably not happen again. Others have suggested that the main crops that suffered 
were the crops we have been increasingly growing from warmer climates (Courgettes, 
runner beans, SE Asian crops, tomatoes and aubergines etc. So one strategy would be 
to focus more on those veg native to NW Europe such as the brassicas, carrots, 
parsnips, celery etc.  

Another approach is to look carefully at what perennial vegetables there are to 
grow. These have large well established root systems and there is no need for all that 
sowing and planting out each year.  The terms perennials and annuals are more common 
to those who grow flowers so the hardened veg grower has to get his or her head round 
this one. When you do, you realize that nearly all vegetables are annuals or biennuals. 
What are the good perennial vegetables? Well asparagus and globe artichokes 
immediately come to mind plus most herbs and soft-fruit. However, you might say you 
cant feed a hungry family on these alone. 

If the weather is going to be more variable and extreme then it is probably wise to 
plant a diversity of veg so if the weather is as bad as last year you will have some crops 
that will do well whilst some other might suffer. I shall carry on with my tasty veg from 
southern climates but also have the native stalwarts as well as the perennials. 

Any other answers? Please send in for next Newsletter. 
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2013 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 
Subscriptions as unanimously agreed at last year’s AGM - £15.00 per member and £25 
per couple, due January 2013.  
 
I/We enclose a cheque for £ ………. made out to Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural 
Society. It is very helpful and economical if we can send your Newsletters and other 
information by Email and that way you will get all the pictures in colour! 
 
Yes- please send to my email address………………………………………………….. 
No- Please distribute paper copy to address below 
       (delete as appropriate)  
 
NAME(S) : …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS...................................................................................................................... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
TEL………………………………………………….. 
 
EMAIL………………………………………………. 
 
Please send form to the Membership Secretary, Mr Anton Kleiven, Overway, Wire 
Cut, Frensham, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 3DG (tel. 793928 or  07787 940603), or, 
bring this form to the January 31st   evening meeting. 
 
At the last AGM a number of members thought it would be useful for arranging Society 
events if there was a list of Members’ contact details. For example arranging lifts for 
meetings and outings or just to know which of your neighbours might also be members. 
We would like to share details contact details between members.  
 
Please tick here if you would rather we did NOT share your contact details with other 
members  
 
(     ) 
 
Data Protection Act - Members agree to the storage of membership details on a 
computer database for the sole purpose of conducting the Society’s business. We will 
never share your details with anyone outside of the Society unless we have your consent 
to do so. 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 
dan.bosence@btinternet.com    Items for next Newsletter before  11th February please. 

 


