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Dear Hort and Prod Member, 
 

At long last Spring has arrived and judging by my garden it has arrived all at once. 
My garden, as I am sure is yours, is stuffed full of azaleas, spirea, flowering cherry, tulips, 
and burgeoning green sprouts. Who can’t love plants? I think I might be talking to the 
converted here!  

Sadly the weeds too are burgeoning – how can they grow so quickly? Also can 
anyone tell me why many ‘proper’ plants grow reluctantly in my thin, sandy soil and the 
weeds’ luxuriant growth is putting them to shame? I know I have said before what a 
delight it is on sand to be able to weed with two fingers rather than a pickaxe/fork and two 
whole hands to prise the weed from the great clod of clay it had chosen as it’s home. 

Reluctantly, the trip to Fittleworth was cancelled owing to the likelihood of rain – 
not good when taking photographs in a garden with no shelter.  Uptake too was not good 
– back to the drawing board I think on our ‘outings’ – any thoughts would be very 
welcome.  

The speakers meetings though, continue to hold their own. About a quarter of our 
members regularly attend and I know enjoyed last month’s talk on Plant Hunting. This 
month (23rd) we will hear about “Wall Plants and Climbers” – details elsewhere in the 
newsletter – please do feel free to bring friends and neighbours to these talks – it is a 
very good introduction to our club and it often helps new members to overcome reticence 
to come to a meeting for the first time alone. 

Also those of you who use computers please do take a look at our website – still in 
development at www.fdhs.org.uk  

So the sun is shining the weeds are growing – I should be out in the garden….. 
 

Happy Gardening 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events with the Hort and Prod 
 

 
Brian Deaville – Wall Plants and Climbers 
Thursday 23rd May, 8.00 pm Marindin Hall 

 
Plant Stalls- Bring and Buy 

Dockenfield Day- Saturday 1st June, 2.00-6.00 
Frensham Fayre- Saturday 15th June, 1.00-? 
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Next Meeting; “Wall Plants and Climbers”- Brian Deaville 8.00 pm, 
23rd May, Marindin Hall. 
(from Margaret Houston) 
Brian started his gardening life at the age of four with his grandfather, in their family house. 
Grandfather marked out a 2 x 4ft plot and edged it with stones, gave him a few plants and 
suggested that if there was some other plants that Brian liked he would give him a small 
piece for him to look after. The only expectation was that the ground must be kept clean 
and tidy to give the plants a chance to grow.  

This must sound familiar to many of us! 
Brian’s working life was as a lecturer in mathematics, but he has always 

maintained an enthusiastic interest and ever growing knowledge of plants and gardening. 
He has for many years combined the two interests by lecturing and judging for gardening 
societies. 
  He is Chairman of the Surrey Guild of Judges and Lecturers and has been a 
judge for us here in Frensham in the past. 
 
Himalayan Plants Talk 
Richard Thornton, our last speaker, gave what many Members believed to be the best talk 
so far this year on Hunting for Himalayan Plants. He proved to be a very informative 
speaker on plant hunting and botanising in the highlands of southwestern China  (Yunnan 
province), following in the footsteps of the great Victorian plant collector George Forrest. 
With five trips under his belt he had a very fine collection of slides, anecdotes and details 
of the different plants that can be seen in their spring-time (May-June).  

A lot of the plants were already familiar to many of us as they are widely 
introduced to the UK: I noted Rhododendrons, Camellias, Mecanopsis, Aquilegias, 
Primulas (150 species!), a spectacular black-flowering pea, Euphorbias, Anemones, Lilies, 
Irises, Daphnes, Berberis and Corydalis. As well as seeing these plants growing in their 
natural habitat what you then learnt was where best they might grow in your garden; 
shade/sunshine, damp/dry, acid/alkaline, scree/deep soil etc. All this knowledge Richard 
has taken back to the planting in his garden, including his own scree slope!  

Richard and his wife open their garden in Headley Down under the National Garden 
Scheme (Yellow Book). The remaining Open Days this year will be on 27th May and the 
16th June (2.00-5.00). Admission is £3.00. You are warned that it is a bit “Himalayan” i.e. 
steep slopes and steps and no access for pushchairs or wheelchairs! Find details in the 
Hampshire version of the Yellow Book or use this link to the web pages  
http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/gardenfinder/garden.aspx?id=16768 

The garden is described as a “Sloping and partly terraced plantsman's and garden 
lecturer's garden with many special features including woodland with rhododendrons, 
camellias, magnolias, rare Meconopsis, Primula,Trillium, Lilies and other seasonal plants. 
Stream and pool, herbaceous mixed shrub borders. Rock gardens. Many trees and 
unusual plants within about ¼ acre including Davidia, Cornus, Paulownia, Lomatia and 
Koelreuteria.” 
 

Village Fete Plant Stalls   
We are running the usual plant stalls at Dockenfield Day on June 1 and Frensham Fayre 
on the 15th June, and would be glad of any spare plants you might have. All those 
seedlings you have potted on and now have too many, any spare cuttings, or perennials 
you have divided (even if invasive!) we would be pleased to receive, either on the day, or 
before hand at Jeffreys Cottage for Dockenfield Day or  Overway, Wire Cut (Anton Keliven 
792527) for Frensham Fayre. They will look their best if you can pot them up now so they 
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can recover from the shock, and please label to help us, and the visitors. 
To entice you along to the stalls, we already have healthy plants of Geranium 

maderense coming along, some species Antirrinhum, japanese anemone and a tall 
Miscanthus.  
 The following vegetable and herb plants will be on sale together with additional 
plants being contributed as I write: Runner Beans, Tomatoes (standard, cherry and 
beef), Chillis (Hot Mex and Black Hungarian), Strawberries, Parsley, Rocket, 
Courgettes (green, yellow and Romanesco – the popular ribbed one), Winter Squash 
(Crown Prince and Red Kuri), Purple Flowering Brocolli, Brussel Sprouts, Curly Kale, 
Flower Sprouts, Sweet Corn. 

 
Is your well well cared for? 
Do you have an old well in your garden that has fallen into disuse, been infilled, or 
sealed over because its dangerous? Suzanne and Ian McLean have recently had 
theirs cleaned and mended and will be using it as a garden water supply. If others are 
planning something similar then the following, from Suzanne, could be useful, its 
certainly interesting what you might find at the bottom of your well!  
   “Ben Bull and his colleague from South Coast Water, emptied the well, and then using a 
hoist and winch they lowered one man into the well to clean the silt and bones (only 
animal!) from the base, exposing the stone foundations. They then cleaned in-between the 
bricks, which are not mortared, to remove the build up of sediment that slows the water 
flow. The water is now trickling back in at reasonable rate, it will probably refill in less than 
ten hours. I now need to keep using the water to stop the sediment building up again, and 
this will continue to improve the fill rate. Ben thinks that the well is about two hundred 
years old. The photograph shows the attractive brickwork that is normally covered with 
water”. 

 
There are probably many disused 
wells in the area and we recently 
learned that Margaret Jeffreysʼ 
mother (from the eponymous cottage) 
had a job between the wars that she 
described as a “well scrubber”. Not 
many of those around today? 
Possibly she once cleaned out the 
McLeanʼs well? The company that the 
McLeans used are South Coast 
Water who will also do surveys for 
new wells: Tel: 07885910291 
http://www.southcoastwater.co.uk/ . 
 

 
Gertrude Jekyll- A new Exhibition 
From the 15 May to September 8th, 2013, at “The Lightbox” in Woking, there is a new 

exhibition ʻGertrude Jekyll: Landscape Gardener and Craftswomanʼ 
which explores the extraordinary life of one of the most influential 
garden designers of all time. In all, Gertrude Jekyll (1843–1932) 
designed over 400 gardens, many in partnership with the eminent 
architect Edwin Lutyens and is credited with moving garden design 
away from the highly formal Victorian garden towards a greater 
freedom of planting. 

Drawing on exhibits from across the UK, this exhibition 
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explores the long and remarkable life of Gertrude, delving into her multi-talents as a writer, 
interior and applied arts designer, embroiderer, artist, silversmith/blacksmith, botanist, 
herbalist, garden designer and gardener. 

To complement the exhibition, Squireʼs Garden Centres will be providing a Jekyll 
inspired floral display in The Lightboxʼs courtyard. The bright, textured and fragrant display 
will bring to life the traditional plants Jekyll used within her garden designs, reflecting what 
was popular in the 1800ʼs and early 1900ʼs. Throughout the exhibition there will also be a 
family trail for children and families to take part in.  

 
 
   
 
For more details contact The Lightbox, Victoria Way, Woking 
on 01483 737800 or http://www.thelightbox.org.uk 
 
 

(Pictures from www.webritish.co.uk) 

 
Surrey Artists Open Studios (from Alison Bosence)  
  Something for gardeners this year at Jeffreys Cottage (Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield): 5 makers and artists will be demonstrating and selling their work throughout 
the house and garden. In the garden: 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Judith Needham will be weaving    Nicky Blake will bring her portable forge 
her willow playhouses, and selling     from her studio near Mellow Farm, 
woven willow baskets and     and show her decorative iron work, 
plant supports.      including arches, supports and  

 light holders for gardens. 
 

  Indoors, the exhibition will include painting, prints and knitwear, with all artists 
demonstrating how they work: Ruth Taylor will be painting landscapes, Shirley Stephens 
lino-printing cards and pictures, and Alison Ellen dyeing wool for her knitwear.  
  We will all have work for sale, can make to commission, but also welcome visitors 
to watch us working, ask questions or chat! We are open June 8, 9, and 13, 14, 15, & 16 
opening hours 11-5 each day (no need for appointment). Details of studios open 
throughout the county at http://www.surreyopenstudios.org.uk/event/   
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 
dan.bosence@btinternet.com    Items for next Newsletter before  19th June please. 


