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Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, 
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; 
Conspiring with him how to load and bless 
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run 
 

(To Autumn, John Keats, 1820) 
 
 

Dear Hort and Prod Member, 
 
I have just had a posh shed built in my garden and have never felt closer to the season’s 
change – I can’t put it as poetically as Keats but being out here the slow closing down of 
the garden is noticeable. In theory a perpetual summer like the one we have just had is 
enticing but this change is making me look forward to the Winter. Mind you on a practical 
note I do need to make access to my shed safer – at the moment I have to scramble down 
the rockery – not elegant and not good for the alpines! 
What else does Autumn bring but our Do - it - Yourself Evening on Propagation and Seeds 
which includes a Ploughman’s Supper. This is the third evening of this type and if you 
haven’t been before please do join us – it give’s members and opportunity to really get to 
know other members which is difficult on the Speaker’s evenings. I must say the same of 
the President’s Supper on November 22nd – fabulous food, lovely company and a good 
way to set yourself up for Christmas. 
I look forward to seeing you at these events. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events with the Hort and Prod 
 

“Propagation; How do we do it?”-  
Discussion and social evening  

24th October, 8.00 pm Marindin Hall 
 
 

President’s Supper 
Friday 22nd November, 730 for 8.00pm 

not the “23rd November 2012” as on application form in last newsletter-oops! 
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Social Evening, Thursday 24th October “Propagation; How do we do it?”  

Bring your own drinks and glasses….A simple ploughman’s will be provided. 
Remember our Tools Social Evening and the Compost Soiree? Now it is your chance to join 
us for “Propagation, How do we do it?” The idea of these evenings is that we get together 
for an opportunity to share our knowledge about a chosen aspect of gardening. Afficionado 
or beginner, we hope you will be there. 

This is an informal evening, but to to start the ball rolling, Alison Bosence, Caroline 
Plant and Dan Bosence have offered to share with us how they do, respectively, cuttings, 
layering and seed saving. Some of you will have already split up large clumps of perennials. 
How have you done this and other propagating tasks? All these may seem straight forward 
to you if you have been doing them for years, but for beginners, those with a garden new to 
them or those wanting a new challenge to liven up their gardening it will be interesting and 
helpful. Any other associated topics will be most welcome.  

 
Plant and seed sharing will be much appreciated at this gathering, so do get 

splitting and seed saving if you havn’t already. If you have already prepared cuttings or 
layered contributions to bring, you will receive a special pat on the back. Those wishing to 
project pictures of their propagating, seed saving etc please send in advance (attached to 
an email to Dan , or post or drop off at Jeffreys Cottage-contacts at end of email) and we 
will load on to a computer and projector. 

 
Secretts Garden Centre Open Evening 

Once again Secretts in Milford are having an “Exclusive Christmas Shopping and 
Open Evening” (Wednesday 13th November, 6.00-9.00 pm) for garden club members. This 
gives you a generous 15% discount on all purchases from the Garden Centre and free light 
refreshments (from 6.00 – 8.30). If you are going remember to take your Hot and Prod 
membership card with you and they ask you to fill in a registration form before you arrive 
(form at end of Newsletter). 
 The event is held at their Garden Centre, Portsmouth Road, Milford, Surrey GU8 5HL, tel 
01483 520500. 
 
Autumn Plant Sale 

This year’s sale was held at a new venue outside the Village Shop. The weather 
held good which was fortunate as we had no cover. The steady stream of customers 
coming into the shop proved a draw for our tables of plants and produce. The sale was 
quieter than previous years events at the Holly Bush and this may have been due the 
event not being advertised outside the Society.  Those involved in the sale realised that 
we should alter our sale timings in future years if we are to hold the sale at the shop. 
This would catch all the customers coming in for their Saturday papers. If you have any 
views on this event please contact one of the Council Members. We want to hear your 
views on the location, the timing including which weekend is best for those of you 
separating excess perennial plants for sale whilst clearing through your borders. 
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Who’s eating my daughter’s chillies? 
I am sure many of us supply plants for 
our offspring to encourage them to grow 
their own but sometimes the results are 
unexpected. This fiery toothed caterpillar 
appeared on my daughters Facebook 
page. He seems to be enjoying the Hot 
Mex chilli but is wisely avoiding the 
seeds. The amount it has eaten would 
add enough heat and flavour for a stew 
for 2 people and it has taken it neat. 
 
Who is the culprit? 
Local moth enthusiast Philippa Hall 
suggests it may be the caterpillar of the 
Lesser Swallow Prominent Moth  
Has anyone seen this before? 
Any other suggestions? 
 

 
Quinces to go! 

If you are a lover of this fruit then Michael and Debbie Foster have a surplus this year for 
collection either windfalls or to pick from their tree. Phone them on 792142 in advance and 
for directions 

President’s Supper Marindin Hall Friday 22nd Nov, 7.30pm for 8pm 

Following from the success of our self-catered dinner last year we shall continue 
with this earlier style of President’s Supper in which we (including the president) cook the 
food for the evening. This year Bosence’s Rocket, as it became nicknamed will be taking a 
rest but a fine, tasty, home cooked menu has been debated and decided on for the evening. 
The desserts have always been home made and for many of us have been a highlight of the 
meal. If you would like to help with this endeavor please contact a member of Council as 
some extra help would be appreciated.  
             Please complete and send the application form overleaf, together with your cheque 
for £12.50 per person to arrive no later than Monday 11th November to : Roderick Adam-
Smith, The Priory, Millbridge, Frensham, Farnham, GU10 3DW. 
            Cheques should be made payable to Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural Society. 
A free glass of wine/fruit juice is supplied on arrival and bottles of wine will be available for 
purchase at the drinks table prior to the Supper. 
             As with the last three years the numbers in the Hall will be restricted to 60 persons 
as this avoids overcrowding and eases mobility around the Hall. If the Supper is 
oversubscribed, places will be allocated as follows. Priority will be given to: 
1. Applications received by 11th November   
2. Members, then (if there are places still available) to spouses/partners of members and 
then to non-members. 
3. If there is oversubscription in any of the groups above then seats will be allocated based 
on date of receipt of application. The later you book the less likely you are to get a place! 

No actual tickets are sent out, but you should assume that your application is 
successful unless you are informed to the contrary by Roderick. 

 
Application form on next page 



 4 

 
President’s Supper – Application Form 

I/we would like to attend the President’s Supper on 24th  November 2013 
Member’s Name(s)(please print)…………………………………………… 
Spouse/partner/guest        …………………………………………….. 
Number of tickets          ……… 
My/our cheque is enclosed for £12.50 per person 
Vegetarian alternative     Yes/No 
Please detach and send to, Roderick Adam-Smith, The Priory, Millbridge, Frensham, 
Farnham, GU10 3DW. 

…………………………………cut here………………………………… 

 

 

…………………………………cut here………………………………… 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, GU10 4HS. Tel 01252 792442 (evenings), email: 
dan.bosence@btinternet.com    Items for next Newsletter by 14th November please. 


