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Chairman’s Letter 
 
 Well here we are, my very last editorial before sidling out of the limelight. It 
really is all change. As you will already have seen Penny Hearn Has taken 
over from Dan Bosence as editor of this fine newsletter and Dan has 
‘volunteered’ to take the helm of the Society for the next two years. He is 
adamant that it is for two years and we will be looking for a chairman to 
replace Dan. It really is more pleasure than onerousness so please do not 
be a shrinking violet. If you would like to volunteer please do so. You might 
like to join the committee first to get a feel but please do not hold back. 
Anyhow now onto things horticultural….. Geoff Peach gave a fascinating 
Gardeners Question Time in January, lively questions, well attended, dead 
or dying plant life produced – Radio Four watch out ! Now this month you 
will all know that it is the AGM on the 27th February. Now unlike most AGMs 
this is not at all boring – we will have the usual slide show of pictures taken 
over the years, we will summarise what happened last year and look 
forward to this year. Dan will also talk about St Mary’s School and plans we 
have for supporting them – then nibbles and wine. So please do not each 
too much supper – come with some space to nibble and please bring some 
money for the raffle – two tickets to Hampton Court Flower Show on the 
RHS members’ day. 
I look forward to seeing you all then. 
Oh by the way thank you for having me for the last four years – it’s been fun.             

 
 
Annual General Meeting and Social 
8.00 pm Thursday 27th February 
This is where you can find out how the society has fared 
over the past year and is your opportunity to have a say in 
future plans. An array of snacks and refreshments are 
planned to tempt you to attend…. 
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Gardening Jobs  to do under cover and out of the rain ! (suggestions from 

Kitchen Garden magazine website) 
 
Set up a propagator 
Clear a warm sunny windowsill 
Make early sowings for indoor and outdoor crops 
Wash dirty pots and trays 
Feed overwintered plants 
Pot on any overcrowded seedlings 
And my own suggestion..if planting seeds keep a diary of exactly what you have planted 
and when. 
 
 
If you didn’t attend the Gardener’s Question Time in January and have not yet renewed 
your membership, the form is reprinted in this newsletter and Annette would be delighted 
to receive your renewals at the AGM. 

 
In an effort to improve my fitness I have been walking a lot the last 6 weeks. I would like 
to say a big ‘Thank You’ from walkers like me everywhere to anyone whose gardens front 
a lane, path or road and who have planted spring bulbs, it’s lovely to see them all 
beginning to come up and adds great interest for the perambulating passer-by. Trudging 
along the sodden and muddy footpaths the joy of coming across a clump of early 
daffodils or snowdrops is not to be underestimated (…and you thought you were 
gardening for your own pleasure...) 
 

 
WITLEY GARDENING ASSOCIATION  
 

Pippa Greenwood is coming to Witley! 
 
 
On Friday March 14th at the Chichester Hall, starting at 7.30, Pippa will be talking on:  
 
“GROWING GREAT VEGETABLES” 
  
Pippa joined the RHS as head of plant pathology in 1985 and in 1988 began working for 
the BBC with Alan Titchmarsh. She was a regular presenter on BBC 2’s 'Gardeners’ 
World' for over 13 years. She is also a regular panelist on BBC Radio 4’s Gardeners’ 
Question Time.  Her university (Durham) has recently awarded her an honorary D.Sc. 
 
She has her own shows and been a guest on numerous television and radio 
programmes, is a regular gardening columnist and has written many best-selling 
gardening books.  
She will be signing your copies of her books (old and new) for free after the talk. 
 
Numbers are limited and entry will be by ticket only, available from 27th January onwards 
from Richard King at 01428-683905 or we3kings22@tiscali.co.uk  
 
Entry for WGA members is free. Entry for guests is £5. The meeting will be widely 
advertised so you are encouraged to get your tickets early!  
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Seasonal Recipe  
Spinach and Lemon drizzle cake 

 
This cake won the ‘Baking with Produce’ category at the inaugural Jersey NVS 

show last year. Anyone turning up to the AGM meeting with Popeye-like muscles….we’ll 
know you’ve been eating too much cake ! 
 
Ingredients (Cake) 

100g Baby leaf Spinach (wash and shake dry) 
350ml Vegetable Oil 
Juice and rind of 1 Lemon 
3 medium Eggs 
200g Caster Sugar 
½ tablespoon Vanilla Essence 
300g Plain Flour 
2 tablespoons of Baking Powder 
75g melted White Chocolate (having tested the recipe this is not strictly necessary) 
 
(Icing) 
3 tablespoons of Lemon Juice 
250g Icing Sugar (sieved) 
25g melted White Chocolate (having tested the recipe this is not strictly necessary) 
 
Cake 

1) Put the Spinach, Lemon Rind and Lemon Juice in a blender and give a quick 
whizz. 
 

2) Whisk the Eggs and Caster Sugar together until thick and pale. 
 

3) Fold the Plain Flour and Baking Powder into the Eggs and Caster Sugar. 
 

4) Carefully add the 75g of melted White Chocolate plus the Spinach mixture and 
fold in. 

 
5) Pour into an 8” spring form cake tin and bake for 1 hour at Gas  mark 4 or 175C 

electric. 
 

6) Leave to cool completely. 
 

Icing 
1) Mix the icing ingredients together until smooth. 

 
2) Pour over the cooled cake. 

 
 
Eat the cake ! 
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Heritage Seed Library Catalogue 2014 

Vicki Cooke, Seed Officer 

 

Hot Water Treatment 

 

Each year I test a number of varieties to ensure that the seeds that we send out in our 

catalogue have good germination. During this testing process I noticed that certain batches of 

peas and French Beans were giving unusual results. The seeds weren’t germinating, but 

neither were they going soft and mouldy as dead seeds do, they were just sitting there on the 

wet paper dormant. 

A bit of research ensued. It turns out that Legume species are particularly susceptible to a 

condition called ‘hardseededness’. This is due to their thick seed coats not allowing water or 

air to pass through them which is the start of the germination process. Some varieties are 

more vulnerable than others, but the ripening and drying temperature of seeds is also a big 

factor, so it is possible that seeds dried at high temperature would exhibit this condition. 

Various methods have been proposed to overcome ’hardseededness’ including scarification, 

chemical treatments and hot water. Of these the most simple seemed to be using hot water; so 

I designed a test to see which of our suggested methods would work best for our seeds. 

The seed lots that were tested had between 37% and 67% germination before testing began, 

so any method used would have to ensure that the non-hard seeds survive as well as breaking 

the dormancy of the hard ones. Lots were divided into three, one control, one that was soaked 

for 20 minutes at 55ᵒC and one that was dunked for three seconds at 100ᵒC. 

Pleasingly there was a clear result when seed lots were treated with 3 seconds in boiling 

(100ᵒC) water. All batches gave 97% - 100% germination after this treatment. There was a 

slight improvement in germination with the 20 minute batches, but it was nowhere near as 

effective as the shorter hotter treatment. 

Importantly this effect seems to be permanent as the batches have been tested for the two 

subsequent years with results as good as the first. Thanks to the results of this test we were 

able to fund raise from several trusts to buy a hot water treatment machine so we can treat 

large batches. However if you are wanting to replicate this at home pour water from a just 

boiled kettle over your seeds, give it a quick shake, then drain and run them briefly under 

cold water.. Put the treated seeds somewhere warm and airy to dry off as soon as possible 

then store as normal. 

 

Thanks to the Heritage Seed Catalogue 2014 for permission to replicate this article  
 
 
For Sale.....29 Terracotta pots 

 

Diameter sizes of tops from 29cm - 9cm 

Please contact Margaret Houston 01252792048 or margaret@hous2n.plus.com 

mailto:margaret@hous2n.plus.com
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2014 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 

Subscriptions as unanimously agreed at last years AGM - £15.00 per member and £25 
per couple, due January 2014.  
 
I/We enclose a cheque for £ ………. made out to Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural 
Society. It is very helpful and economical if we can send your Newsletters and other 
information by Email and that way you will get all the pictures in colour! 
 
Yes- please send to my email address………………………………………………….. 
No- Please distribute paper copy to address below 
       (delete as appropriate)  
 
NAME(S) : …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS...................................................................................................................... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
TEL………………………………………………….. 
 
EMAIL………………………………………………. 
 
Please send form to the Membership Secretary, Mrs Annette Clayson, 39 Longhope 
drive, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 4SN (tel. 726618 or  07980 976748) or bring this form 
to the January 23rd evening meeting. 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Penny Hearn, items for next Newsletter before  14th 

February please to be sent to me at penny@hernibles.com . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:penny@hernibles.com
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Frensham and Dockenfield Horticultural Society AGM 2014 

Chairman’s Report 

As ever this report marks the end of another year for FDHS. 66 years since it was first set up and still going 

strong(ish). As usual we have had seven talks, two shows, two plant sales and one President’sSupper. 

Sadly, as has been the case for the last couple of years, we have not been able to arrange any members’ 

outings but the committee is determined for that not to be the case in 2014. 

The talks have been of a particularly high quality starting in January with Geoff Pattison describing his 

adventures plant hunting on the equator followed in March by local gardener, John Negus. John’s 

enthusiasm does not dwindle over the years and his knowledge increases. Richard Thornton in Aprilgave a 

fascinating talk on hunting for Himalayan Plants. He proved to be a very informative speaker on plant 

hunting and botanising in the highlands of south western China (Yunnan Province), following in the 

footsteps of the great Victorian plant collector George Forrest. With five trips under his belt he had a very 

fine collection of slides, anecdotes and details of the different plants that can be seen in their spring-time 

(May-June). Brian Deaville in May shared his extensive knowledge of plants that will grow up and in walls 

giving us all many new planting ideas. At the start of the long hot summer (which now seems so distant) 

Paul Patton told us of Bugs and Beasties followed by Tim Woodland on Bulbs for Containers – I have 

followed many of his ideas and am starting to see the interesting results. The final speaker was Geoff 

Peach, a familiar face to many as he regularly judges the vegetables in our shows provided and 

entertaining Gardeners Question Time. 

It is thanks to Margaret Houston that we have had a series of excellent speakers over the last few years. 

Margaret has sadly resigned from the committee – I thank her very much for the work she has done – 

arranging speakers can be a logistical nightmare. 

The Society spent £450 on speakers last year and about 20 – 30 members regularly attend those 

meetings. Please do talk to a committee member if you would like something different or you think there is 

a topic that we could cover and haven’t. 

The Spring and Autumn Shows were very successful this year – quite a relief after it had been necessary to 

cancel one in the year before. Ironically the fabulous summer weather was perhaps too hot for some plants 

but the Autumn Show still had a good list of entries. Members contributed beautifully but perhaps a great 

achievement was the participation of St Mary’s School in Frensham whose beetroot won a first – so 

important to foster enthusiasm in the future generations of gardeners. 

We had two plant sales – one at Frensham Fayre (before the nice weather, it was truly horrible) but we still 

managed to raise £182 – the second plant sale was outside Frensham Village Shop in October but 

although nicely placed we started too late, the paper buyers had been and gone so we only made £44. We 

will learn from this and start earlier this year. Plants sales only succeed because of the generosity of 

members donating plants. 

Lastly the President’s Supper goes from strength to strength – not in numbers but in atmosphere, quality 

and tastiness of the food (thanks Penny and Suzanne) and just straight forward plain fun. Please do think 
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about joining in next year – it is one of those stress free, friendly evenings that everyone enjoys. 

Membership has remained fairly steady with a slight fall in numbers. The discount in several local suppliers 

is certainly an incentive. If you have any thoughts about how we can increase membership please do talk 

to any member of the committee. Anton has very ably managed the membership database for some years 

and has now resigned to have a well-earned rest. 

The website is up and running. www.fdhs.org.uk. We struggle to keep it up to date but this will be one of 

our priorities in the next year. Any volunteers to help on this front would be very welcome. 

So here we are this is the end of my fourth year as Chairman and time to hand over the reins. The 

Society’s constitution limits chairman’s reigns to four years (and so does mine!) Unfortunately we were 

unable to find a volunteer for the full four years so Dan Bosence has agreed to take over the role (again) for 

two years and we will search hard for someone to assume the role for the following four. We have also lost 

several long term members of the committee – Dot Othen, Margaret Houston and Anton Kleiven. I must 

thank them all for their hard work over the years and would encourage anyone who enjoys being a member 

of ‘Hort and Prod’ to offer their services – it really is more fun than onerous – go on – you know you want 

to. 

Penny Hearn, a newer ‘Hort and Prod’ member has really come up trumps – taking over the editorship of 

the Newsletter from Dan, much to his relief and offering to organise the Spring Show. I also have to say 

that I could not have survived the last four years without Dan’s unfailing support, Caroline’s prompt 

production of minutes following committee meetings and Suzanne’s support of the Shows and production 

of the Show Schedule. Dot has fulfilled the most important role of providing teas and coffees after each 

speaker meeting and this is being taken over by Val Ashley. However without more support to this well-

oiled machine I do feel one of the wheels will fall off soon. 

My final thanks must go to you all as members. You have all been very tolerant of me and my lighthearted 

approach and dearth of gardening knowledge – you have given more support than I think I really deserved. 

Many thanks 

Annette Clayson 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

THURSDAY 27
th
 FEBRUARY 2014  at THE MARINDIN HALL at 8pm 

Agenda 

1. Apologies 

2. Minutes of the 2013 AGM 

3. Chairman’s Annual Report and Financial Statement for 2013 

4. Programme for 2014 

5. Election of Auditor 

6. Affiliation to: 

•  Royal Horticultural Society 

•  Surrey Horticultural Federation 

7. Charitable Donations - the Council proposes the following donation: 

Frensham Fayre – 30% of the takings of the Plant Sale at the Fayre 

8. Elections to the Council - the following uncontested appointments are proposed: 

President – Caroline Plant 

Chairman – Dan Bosence 

Treasurer – Bridgette Wilson 

Secretary – Caroline Plant 

Council Members- Annette Clayson, Suzanne McLean, Penny Hearn and Val Ashley   
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