
 FRENSHAM & DOCKENFIELD  
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  

NEWSLETTER- 96  
 

May 2014 

 

    
Chairman’s Letter 
 
 
Dear Members 
The variable hot/dry and cool/wet spring 
weather following a mild winter has really 
pushed plants ahead in the garden. This 
has its downsides as well as advantages. 

A downside is that my plants for the 
village fair plant stalls are about 2 weeks 

ahead and need to be sold now (see 
inside). Please extend this offer to any 

friends who are not members as I would 
hate to throw them on the compost heap. 

I shall take some in for the St Mary’s 
school garden on Friday afternoon as 
they are just right for planting out. The 
fruit trees bought by the Society for the 
school field have taken well and we had 
a group rubbing off the flowers so they 
don’t fruit in their first year. I have to be 
careful next year to make sure we have 

the whole garden club look at the 
blossom and explain where the apples 
come from to make sure none of the 
flowers gets knocked, or rubbed, off! 

 The upside of the spring weather 
is of course the amount and variety of 

colour in the garden and that our Garden 
Outing this weekend will be that more 

interesting. Pashley is well known for its 
roses so we hope to see a lot of these in 

flower, which might not be the case in 

slower years. The Council is of course 
delighted that there has been such a 
good response from members for the 
outing. Because of low interest in the 

outings of previous years we were faced 
with canceling the Garden Outing but we 

thought it worth one more try with a 
coach and two adjacent gardens to view. 
It has worked! And we even had to get a 

larger coach to accommodate the 
numbers. 

 Please see inside for details of our 
rose evening on 26th June. This is an 
informal evening at which you bring in 
your best roses and we have prizes for 

winners of our specially chosen, informal, 
categories of roses! Hopefully our roses 
will still be out in late June and we look 

forward to a fun evening. Part of the 
rationale for holding this event is a 

consequence of cancelling the early July 
summer show. This meant we have no 

plant shows in which to exhibit your 
roses at their best. We look forward to 

seeing them on June 26th! 
 

Best wishes and happy gardening 
 
 
 
Dan Bosence (Chairman) 
 
 

 



Seasonal Recipe 
 
I was fascinated to see in this month’s ‘Kitchen Garden’ magazine an article extolling the virtues 
of eating weeds. Ten weeds were mentioned of which, upon investigation, I found 8 in my own 
garden (sadly I was missing horsetail and shepherd’s purse !!). I thought it would be fun to 
assemble the illustrated salad and present it for the seasonal recipe, however once I had picked 
my selection of weeds it didn’t look at all appetising so you have got this one instead: 
 

Pea and Lettuce soup 
 
For 4: 
 
500g fresh peas (shelled weight) and their pods 
1 onion, diced 
1tbsp butter 
2 Little Gem lettuces (or similar crunchy lettuce), sliced 
100ml white wine (optional) 
1tsp stock Bouillon or a vegetable stock cube  
2tbsp chopped chives 
Salt and pepper 
Squeeze of lemon juice (optional) 
 
Creme fraiche, to garnish (optional) 
 
 
Soften the onion gently in the butter over a low heat. In another pan, cover the pods with water, 
and bring to the boil. Simmer for 5 minutes, then strain, reserving the liquid – dissolve your stock 
cube or powder in it, and make up the level to 400ml. 
 
Add the peas and lettuce to the onion, and soften for another minute. Then splash in the white 
wine, if using, and a moment later stir in the stock. Simmer for 5-10 minutes, or until the peas are 
perfectly tender. 
 
Remove and reserve a few peas for garnishing, if you like. Pour the rest into a blender and blend 
at high speed for a couple of minutes to get a smooth soup. Add the chives, salt and pepper to 
taste, and whizz for another few seconds until the chives are chopped and dispersed. Taste to 
see if you will need any lemon juice to brighten the flavours. Return to the pan and warm gently 
before serving, topped with crème fraiche and extra chives if liked. 
 

Some of us are off to Pashley Manor Gardens and Merriments on the society’s Garden Outing, 
for those of you unable to come you can find out how it went at the Fuschia talk on 22nd May. 
 
We are back in the Marindin Hall to hear Carol Gubler  talk on ‘A year in the life of a Fuschia 
Nursery’ Carol runs Littlebrook Fuschias in Ash Green, Aldershot where they sell their rooted 
plants. The nursery is open from  May 31st until June 29th  Wednesday to Sunday to view 
displays of fuchsias in flower for you to browse and get ideas for next year.  She says it is an 
“unbeatable opportunity to see fuchsias that you will not see at shows. We stock about 400 
varieties”.  She and her mother have been running the nursery for 28 years and Carol will be 
bringing a range of plants to sell on the evening.  If anyone knows what they want then you can 
pre-order from the website (www.littlebrookfuchsias.co.uk ) and she will bring these for you on 
Thursday 22nd of May.  
 
One reason I have for planting plants in my garden is whether they are named after a family 
member. I see on the Littlebrook Fuschias website there is a Fuschia ‘David’ so I will have to get 
at least one to grow for my husband !! I have already got Auricula ‘Rowena’, Clematis 
‘Josephine’, Rose ‘Penelope’ and Osteospermum ‘Martha’. If anyone knows of a ‘Samuel’ I would 
be very grateful… 
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Vegetable Plants for Sale Now 
 
Due to the early season and a small error by me with a diary entry I have vegetable plants ready 
for sale now which will not wait for Dockenfield Day or Frensham Fayre plant stalls. So for my 
regular and any new customers I have the following ready for planting out now: 
 
Runner Beans (3 varieties) 
Climbing French beans (2 varieties) 
Tomatoes (Ailsa Craig and Brandy Boy; beef variety) 
Aubergines 
Cucumbers 
Courgettes 
Squash (Crown Prince) 
Mange Tout Peas 
Sweet Corn 
 
I am in most of next week, and can bring some to the Fuschia evening on Thursday if you want to 
pre-order. Tel 792442. Prices as per last year (£1 for large tomato plant, £2.00 tray of beans etc) 
and 100% of sales to the Society funds. 
Dan Bosence (tel 792442, dwjbosence@btinternet.com) 

 

 

FRENSHAM FAYRE Saturday 21st June 

We run a stall at Frensham Fayre that needs your plants and/or your purchases. 

If you have any spare plants that you can donate please either bring them along to the stall on the day, or 

contact the stall co ordinator Caroline Plant on (793991) in advance. 

If you haven’t got any plants to donate come and buy some instead !! Failing that, please let your friends 

and neighbours know that they can buy locally raised plants at excellent prices from our stall on the day. 

 

…and on the same weekend Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd June…. 

Pam Hibbert is opening her garden from 1-5.30pm on both days as part of the NGS 

open gardens scheme 

Manor House, Old Lane, Dockenfield, Farnham GU10 4HL 

2 acres of tranquility amidst wonderful countryside. Informally planted mixed beds 

including climbing roses, alliums, flowering shrubs and masses of colourful and 

unusual plants. Contrasting plantings for wet, dry, sunny and shady areas. There 

is a lily pond, old orchard and ancient oaks.  

Home made teas are also on offer and entry is £4 for adults with children going 

free 



 4

 

MEMBER’S ROSE EVENING  

The next excitement we have coming up is the member’s Rose Evening on 26
th
 June, explained by Dan in 

the introductory note.This is an informal evening where you are invited to bring along your roses to be 

admired by other members. There will be competition in the following categories to be judged by popular 

vote and there will be prizes… 

Best Scented Rose, Best Rose bud, Most unusual rose, Most romantic rose, Most perfect rose 

Do come along with your roses if you can, there is no need to enter before the event but if you know the 

names of your roses it would be interesting and informative to have these written down. 

If you haven’t got any roses to show please do come along anyway to see what others have brought and to 

join in the discussion of the blooms and of course to cast your votes. This really will be a case of ‘the more 

the merrier’ 

 

 

ALISON’S GARDENING SURPRISES AFTER THE WARM WINTER 

Has anyone else found things are different this spring? Bearing in mind we are in a bit of a frost hollow here 

at the bottom of Bealeswood Lane, I was surprised to find:- 

Pelargoniums left out in the porch all winter survived with no problem. Sometimes they die back and come 

again,but this year they just sat, and came into flower early.Geranium Maderense (white flowered) grown 

from seed (they survive in Cornwall and the Scillies, and I have tried and failed many times, I never learn): 

again, survived in the porch in a pot and now planted out. 

Outside the porch is an abandoned hanging pot of begonia, presumed dead, now springing enthusiastically 

to life.Outside, marigolds leapt into flower having sat quietly through the winter. The silver-leafed daisy  is 

usually knocked right back by cold weather, and is now threatening to take over without it's usual winter 

'pruning'. 

Does anyone else grow Cerinthe? years ago, I heard/read that the colour deteriorates over years of self-

seeding, and it's best to ditch the lot and start with fresh seed. So I did, a couple of years ago. No 

improvement in the colour. THIS year, it not only sat happily through the winter without going black and 

soggy, but the colour is stupendously deep blue! 

Otherwise, roses coming early, day lilies in bud, and the lilies also in bud much earlier than usual.  

I suppose this is what makes it all so interesting, and unpredictable. Alison Bosence. 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Penny Hearn, items for next Newsletter before  13th June 

please to be sent to me at penny@hernibles.com . 

 

  


