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Frensham and Dockenfield Horticultural Society
Newsletter February 2015- 102

Dear Members 
This Newsletter comes early in the month so that the AGM papers can be delivered  and digested 
before the AGM on the 26th Feb . At the back of the normal Newsletter with what’s going on in the 
Society and ramblings, including on what goes on in the Chairman’s greenhouse in the winter, you 
will find the AGM papers: Minutes of the 2014 AGM, Agenda for this AGM on the 26th February, 
my report on our activities in 2014, and a rather good looking financial statement.  
 We hope to see as many of you as possible on the 26th to discuss the Societies activities from 
last year and to see what is arranged for this year. Although this years events are in the members 
booklet there are updates on some of the events. During the year we are looking ahead to events for 
2016 so this is where we need your feedback on what we are doing and making sure its what you 
want from your Society. This will be followed by our normal complimentary drinks, nibbles and 
eagerly awaited raffle draw for Hampton Court Flower Show tickets. 

We have two events in close succession in late March. Firstly a Surrey wildlife talk by Nigel 
Choat (see below). This will be held at our normal time (8.00 pm on 26th March) but in Dockenfield 
Church and not the Marindin Hall. This will followed closely by our Spring Flower Show and 
Penny Hearn will be eagerly awaiting all your entries of spring flowers and foliage for display and 
judging on Saturday 28th. There are indications (see later in Newsletter) that we may be in for an 
early spring (but hopefully not too early!) so we are looking forward to lots of entries. 

With best wishes 

!  



A reminder of the Frensham and Dockenfield Horticultural Society AGM on 
Thursday 26th February at the Marindin Hall. This is your opportunity to hear what 
the society has been up to in the last year and for you to comment if you feel the need 
or to make suggestions for the future. Refreshments, both alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
will be provided. 

There has been considerable controversy in the local press about the opening of 
Poundland in Farnham. I popped in to see what all the fuss was about and came 
away with 50 Stuttgart onion sets for £1.00 and 8 Swift seed potatoes for £1.00 It 
seems like a bargain to me so we’ll have to see how they grow. The potatoes are 
chitting beautifully ! 

From Shamley Green Gardening Club:- 

March is not far away now, and I wonder if you would be kind enough to  advertise 
our Evening With Joe Swift .   It is on Tuesday March 3rd, 7pm for 7.30, in The 
Arbuthnot Hall, Shamley Green and tickets cost £10 each.   There will be a bar, and 
we will hold our usual raffle. Anyone interested can contact me by email 
aurelle@tiscali.co.uk or by phone 01483 892114. 

Evening Talk; “Wild Surrey” by Nigel Choat 
The first talk of the year will be held in Dockenfield Church on Thursday 26th 
March (8 pm for talk followed by refreshments). Last year we held a successful 
evening when we filled the church for a talk on Bealeswood Common butterflies 
and flowers so we thought another wildlife themed talk should be repeated this 
year. Nigel Choat is a well-known speaker to wildlife groups, photographic 
societies as well as horticultural groups so we anticipate some high quality 
pictures and information about Surrey’s wildlife. This talk is open to all whether 
members of the Society or not, so do bring along any friends or family who 
might be interested. 

Spring Show 28th March at the Marindin Hall. 

Keep and eye on your gardens between now and then to see what can be nurtured to 
the peak of perfection for the show. If you don’t feel like braving the elements there 
are plenty of interesting home industries classes you can prepare for in the comfort of 
your own home !   

mailto:aurelle@tiscali.co.uk


Early Spring? 
Dan Bosence 

The Lesser Celandine is commonly taken as an indicator of the onset of spring and this 
flower has been particularly early this year on Bealeswood Common. It was first spotted on the 1st 
of February (along with primroses) which is up to five weeks earlier than previous records. 

However, it was not looking so happy when the snow arrived on the 3rd of Feb. 
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GOOD LOCAL RECOMMENDATION 

I was telling Dan the other day about the good service I have received from 
a local hedging company and he asked me to share the news with fellow 
Horticultural Society members. 

The company is C G J Mathias and Company of Black lake, Tilford (on the road 
from Tilford to Farnham, opposite Bourne Woods). I have bought nearly 250 
bare root whips from them as we are replanting a long hedge in our garden. 
The pre-sale advice I got from Bob Mathias was freely given, very unbiased 
and extremely useful and they followed up with good service in having the 
plants ready on time, in good shape and (I thought) reasonably priced. They 
trade under the name www.hedgesonline.com and on their site you can get good 
information as well as stock ranges and prices. Or you can call 01252 714552 
for information. So I certainly would recommend them, although the real test 
of course will come in the spring when we see how many of the whips have 
survived. 

Michael Foster 

http://www.hedgesonline.com/


THE HIDDEN GARDENS of GRAYSHOTT 2015 

The award winning village of Grayshott nestling among beautiful countryside is a 
wonderful place to visit at any time. BUT every two years it unveils one of its best 
kept secrets – THE HIDDEN GARDENS. 

There are large and palatial ones where you can dream, small and interesting ones to 
get ideas, quirky or traditional, flowers, shrubs or vegetables, Grayshott has it all. 
Not forgetting refreshments, homemade of course, treasure hunts, plant sales and a 
plethora of informative gardeners – how can you resist. 
Our thanks to Grayshott Pottery who have sponsored the ‘Owl hunt’ 

The 2015 event will take place on the bank holiday weekend of 24th & 25th May. 
We have 20 gardens and 2 allotment sites to be viewed 

Entry to this year’s event is £5.00 per person with children under 16 free. 
Programmes can be purchased on the day from St Lukes Church rooms. 
Sat Nav reference - GU26 6LF. Headley Road, Grayshott 

The programme is valid for both days so take your time and view some gardens one 
day and the rest the day after, making more time to sample those homemade cakes 
or purchase yet more plants. 
The gardens are open from 12.30 to 6.00pm each day. 

2015 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Subscriptions as unanimously agreed at last years AGM - £15.00 per member and £25 per 
couple, due January 2015.  

I/We enclose a cheque for £ ………. made out to Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural 
Society. It is very helpful and economical if we can send your Newsletters and other 
information by email and that way you will get all the pictures in colour! 

Yes- please send to my email address………………………………………………….. 
No- Please distribute paper copy to address below 
       (delete as appropriate)  

NAME(S) : …………………………………………………………………………………… 

ADDRESS...................................................................................................................... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

TEL………………………………………………….. 

EMAIL………………………………………………. 
Please send form to the Membership Secretary, Mr Annette Clayson, 39, Longhope 
Drive, Farnham, Surrey GU10 4SN (tel. 726618 or  07980 976748), or, bring this form 
to the January 22nd evening meeting. 



Barbara Machin – Cooke 
It is with sadness that we learnt this week that Barbara has died just short of her 90th 

birthday.  Barbara has had a long association with the Society, our archives record her winning 
prizes in the 1970s and she was an active member through to last year when she attended some of 
our events. Originally, she and her husband and two daughters lived on Moons Hill with a large 
garden and they were keen contributors to the early shows of the Society. At that time the shows 
were held at various venues including the marquee at the Frensham Fayre before we settled in the 
Marindin Hall.  In the record breaking Spring Show in 1992 (300 entries!) she is noted as winning 
2nd prize for her floral arrangement “Springtime”, 3rd prize for her “foliage pot plant”, 1st prize for 
her cheese straws and a 3rd prize for her orange marmalade.  

Barbara was subsequently Chairman and then President of the Society in the late 1980s to 
1990s and during this period won the Wood Cup in the Spring Flower Show of 1993 for her exhibits 
of flowering shrubs. We are reminded each year of her contribution to the Society when we award 
the Machin-Cooke Cup (in honour of her husband) for the best photograph at the Autumn Show.  

She continued to be a supporter of the Society during the 2000s and in 2008 at our 60th 
Anniversary party she was invited, as someone who had contributed so much to the Society, to do 
the honours of cutting our birthday cake, an event that she clearly enjoyed as seen from our 
photograph. 
 Her interest in gardening continued and most recently she had her borders “revamped” with 
new planting schemes designed by Penny Drew. Her involvement with the Society continued right 
up to this winter when she joined us in fine form for her last President’s Supper.  
 The funeral service will be at St Mary’s Frensham on Thursday 12th February at 12.00 
midday with the wake in the new hall at the church. 
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Barbara cutting the cake 
at our 60th Anniversary 
party held in marquee in 
Jeremy and Jane 
Spurling’s garden in 
Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield




