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Frensham and Dockenfield Horticultural Society
Newsletter March 2015- 103

Dear Members 
Thanks to all who turned up for the AGM on the 26th February, your support gives us on Council 
the impetus to keep our programme for the year rolling and on the right track. 
 Three events are coming up that should be of interest: 

• A talk by Nigel Choat on Surrey’s wildife” in Dockenfield Church next Thursday (26th 
March). Note this is open to Members and non-members of the Society so do bring friends 
along so we can fill the church. 

• This is closely followed by our Spring Show on Saturday 28th and Annette Clayson is 
already waiting for your entries. Why not bring your entry forms to the talk on the 26th or 
drop them off at the village shop on that day? Many spring flowers are just beginning to 
come into bloom so hopefully we shall have a lot of good blooms to show off next Saturday. 
Are there any more flower arrangers out there? Some of our stalwarts believe, quite rightly, 
that their names have appeared rather too frequently on the Huitfeldt Cup.  Are there others 
who can take up the challenge to translate the “Winter’s End” or “Spring Treasures” into a 
flower arrangement? Daffodils are coming in to bloom on roadsides and gardens throughout 
the area so have a look to see if you have some good flowers in your garden. If the class 
divisions on page 8 of your booklet don’t make much sense to you just bring them in and we 
will help place them in the right class. If that doesn’t work then our flower judge will be 
understanding and make sure it is judged in the right class.  

• Our Garden Outing to Mount Ephraim and Doddington Place Gardens has been booked, 
costed up and, guess what? It will be even cheaper than last years outing! Don’t forget this is 
on Friday 15th May so put it in your diaries if you haven’t already. Please see details later in 
Newsletter, tell your friends about it, and let me have your bookings soon. Again this trip is 
open to non-members of the Society because the more people that join the trip means the 
cheaper it is for all of us. The main cost of organising this event is the coach hire.  

  

With best wishes and look forward to seeing you next week 

!  



Evening Talk; “Wild Surrey” by Nigel Choat 
The first talk of the year will be held in Dockenfield Church on Thursday 26th March 
(8 pm for talk followed by refreshments). For those who attended the wildlife talk last 
year you will remember what an interesting and informative evening that was and the 
promises to be just as enjoyable as Nigel Choat is a well-known speaker to wildlife 
groups, photographic societies as well as horticultural groups so we anticipate some 
high quality pictures and information about Surrey’s wildlife. This talk is open to all 
whether members of the Society or not, so do bring along any friends or family who 
might be interested. 

Spring Show 28th March at the Marindin Hall 

The spring show has crept up on us and now it is only NEXT WEEK. Please consider 
what you can enter in the show.  Don’t forget that even if you don’t have anything in 
your garden there are plenty of home industries classes plus the photography classes 
that can be entered. If you have lost or mislaid the newsletter with the recipes and 
knitting pattern these are available from the village shop. As you know the more 
entries there are the better the hall looks. The committee will be baking a selection of 
cakes for your delectation at tea time. Do come and bring your friends. All welcome ! 

Could all cup winners from last year’s spring show please ensure that your trophies 
are returned to Annette Clayson before the day of the show. 

THE HIDDEN GARDENS of GRAYSHOTT 2015 

The award winning village of Grayshott nestling among beautiful countryside is a 
wonderful place to visit at any time. BUT every two years it unveils one of its best 
kept secrets – THE HIDDEN GARDENS. 

There are large and palatial ones where you can dream, small and interesting ones to 
get ideas, quirky or traditional, flowers, shrubs or vegetables, Grayshott has it all. 
Not forgetting refreshments, homemade of course, treasure hunts, plant sales and a 
plethora of informative gardeners – how can you resist. 
Our thanks to Grayshott Pottery who have sponsored the ‘Owl hunt’ 

The 2015 event will take place on the bank holiday weekend of 24th & 25th May. 
We have 20 gardens and 2 allotment sites to be viewed 

Entry to this year’s event is £5.00 per person with children under 16 free. 
Programmes can be purchased on the day from St Lukes Church rooms. 
Sat Nav reference - GU26 6LF. Headley Road, Grayshott 

The programme is valid for both days so take your time and view some gardens one 
day and the rest the day after, making more time to sample those homemade cakes 
or purchase yet more plants. 
The gardens are open from 12.30 to 6.00pm each day. 



We have been informed of this event by the South West Surrey group via Tilford Gardening Club. 
Avoid the daytime crowds, take your discount card and enjoy the evening !
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Seasonal Recipe 

The slightly longer day length has meant that the chickens have thrown 
off their winter gloom and are now laying at a rate that we have no hope 
of keeping up with now that 3 of our children have left home so I am 
always on the look out for egg recipes !! I like the idea of using nettles as 
I have plenty of those and no Romanesco…. 

Romanesco broccoli and pecorino sformata 

Even though soufflé is not hard to make, this dish is for those evenings 
when time and energy are not on your side. It’s a recipe to turn to when 
you feel your hand creeping for the takeaway speed-dial, even though 
you know you want something more fulfilling. In early spring, use 
blanched young nettles or wild garlic instead of romanesco. Serves six. 

A knob of butter 
120g grated pecorino or parmesan (or a mix of both), plus extra for 
sprinkling 
1 small romanesco (about 600g; or normal broccoli or cauliflower), core removed and broken into 
florets 
4 eggs, separated 
300ml double cream 
¼ nutmeg, finely grated 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
Heat the oven to 200C/390F/gas mark 6 and rub the butter around a one-litre baking dish. Scatter 
over a tablespoon of the grated cheese and shake around the dish to coat. 
Bring a pan of salted water to a boil and blanch the romanesco for four to five minutes, until just 
tender, then drain and leave to steam dry for five minutes. Once dry, finely chop and transfer to a 
bowl. 
Beat the egg yolks and cream in another bowl until slightly thickened, then stir in the remaining 
cheese, nutmeg and chopped romanesco, and season well. In a third bowl, whisk the egg whites to 
stiff peaks. Stir two tablespoons of the egg whites into the romanesco mix and, once incorporated, 
carefully fold in the rest, taking care not to over-mix and knock out most of the air. 
Tip into the baking dish so the mix comes right up to the rim, dust with a little extra cheese, and 
bake for 30-35 minutes (but check after 25 or so minutes, just in case; you don’t want it to take on 
too much colour) – when cooked, the sformata should have a slight wobble in the centre and a 
golden top. 



Garden Visit- Mount Ephraim and Doddington Place Gardens North Kent, Friday 15thth 
May. 

Mount Ephraim Garden. Highlighlights include: 
• 10 acres Edwardian gardens in 800 acre estate owned and run by the Dawes family for 300 

years 
• Rhododendrons, Camelias and Magnolias 
• Millenium Rose Garden 
• Miz Maze creation with ornamental grasses and herbaceous perennials 
• Topiary garden 
• Japanese rock garden 
• Views over Swale and Thames estuaries 
• Lunches can be booked or you may picnic anywhere in garden 
• For more details see http://www.mountephraimgardens.co.uk 
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Doddington Place Garden. Highlights include: 
• Woodland Garden- developed since the 1960s; acid loving trees and shrubs 
• Pond and Folly walk- Malus, Magnolia and Betula plus “hundreds of tulips” 
• New sunken garden- tulips followed by alliums, roses, euphorbias and other herbaceous 
• Newly renovated Edwardian rock garden and pools 
• Cloud pruned hedges “Eccentric, soft and full of character” (Dan Pearson; The Telegraph) 
• Home made cakes and cream teas featuring award winning preserves from local Pine Trees 

farm. Four generations of fruit growers. 
• For more details see http://www.doddingtonplacegardens.co.uk 

http://www.mountephraimgardens.co.uk
http://www.doddingtonplacegardens.co.uk
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The plan for the day is as follows: 
Coach pick ups at 8.45 Rowledge Square, 9.00 Dockenfield Church, and 9.15  
Frensham Hollowdene Rec. 
Arrive at Mount Ephraim 11.00 for garden visit and lunch (purchase your own at tea-room or bring 
picnic lunch which can be taken anywhere in gardens) 
Depart Mt Ephraim at 1.30 
Arrive at Doddington Place at 2.00 
Leave Doddington Place at 4.30 
Arrive back at about 6.30 

The booking form is at end of Newsletter and as we have to book (and pay a deposit) for the 
garden entry and the coach we need to know numbers by 17th of April. The price for the trip 
is £30 per person and includes the coach hire and entry to both gardens. The price is based on 
30 people going on the outing. If numbers fall below this we shall have to revise the price and/
or make alternative arrangements.  
The trip is open to members and to non-members so please invite friends/family along as well 
as we need 30 people plus on that coach! Last year 36 people enjoyed the garden visit. 



Booking Form- Outing to Mount Ephraim and Doddington 
Place Gardens (15th May 2015) 

Please book …….. place(s) at £30.00 each: 

I/We shall join the coach at Rowledge / Dockenfield / Frensham/ (please delete as appropriate) 

Name(s) and contact phone number 
…………………………………………………………………………………. 

Signature ………………………………. 

Enclose cheque to Frensham and Dockenfield Horticultural Society for £ ……….. 

I/We shall / shall wish to book lunch at Mount Ephraim Topiary Tearoom. Hopefully they just need 
numbers but if you need to order from a menu I will get back to you for this information.  
Picnics can be eaten anywhere in the gardens (with the exception of the tea-room terrace!) 

Please return this form with your payment no later than 17th April to Dan Bosence at Jeffery’s 
Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, Farnham, GU10 4HS, or bring it along to meeting on 26th 
March or the Spring Show. Tel: 792442 or email your booking to dwjbosence@btinternet.com 

mailto:dwjbosence@btinternet.com

