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Dear  Members 
How are you faring with the new form of start- stop - start Spring season? We had wild 
spring flowers out in late December and early January (celandines and primroses), the 
daffodils started very early and we have all been concerned whether there will be 
anything in bloom for the Spring Show (Saturday 9th April). Then in February and early 
March spring growth all but stopped and another phase of daffodils seem to have 
appeared but these too might be too early for the show. Who knows? Our slightly later 
date for the show was carefully thought out a year ago based on the advised date that 
is “always” the best for daffodil shows, and the later date for Easter this year. What 
could go wrong??!! If you are thinking that not many of the early spring flowers will still 
be flowering remember it is the same for all of us, unless, you have a shady north 
facing garden, in which case it might be your turn to scoop the daffodil prizes. 
Whatever the weather throws at us between now and April we look forward to filling 
the Marindin Hall with Spring blossom, as we do every year. If you won cups at the last 
Spring Show please give these a polish and arrange delivery or collection to me (show 
organiser) before the show. If you want to bring them back on the day please let me 
know about this beforehand. 
Finally, a big thank you to everyone who came to the January Social evening and slide 
show and to the February AGM. Having a good turn out and an involved and 
interested membership makes running the Society a lot more enjoyable. 
I look forward to seeing you for Derek Dexter’s talk next Friday and at the Spring 
Show. 
I hope you are enjoying your spring garden as much as I am. This afternoon (St 
Patrick’s Day) I shall be really happy as my garden and I are ready to plant my first 
early potatoes  
Best wishes 
 
Dan Bosence 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events with the Hort and Prod 
 

“Growing Fuchsias”- Derek Dexter 8.00 pm,  
Thursday 24th March, Marindin Hall 

 
 

Frensham and Dockenfield Horticultural Society  
Spring Show 

 
Saturday 9th April, Marindin Hall 
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“Growing Fuchsias my way”- Derek Dexter, 8pm Marindin Hall, 
Thursday 24th March.  
 
Derek Dexter is one of the country’s top fuchsia growers. He has been growing and 
showing fuchsias since 1998 and has been giving talks about them for nearly 10 
years. He has exhibited at Hampton court for 5 years and had many first prizes in the 
national shows. In 2015 he was 23th in the UK national fuchsia championships. 
So, not only will he be able to tell you everything you wanted to know about fuchsias 
but he will have plants for sale and he has asked for 3 tables to be set up. Now that 
should be an impressive display of Fuchsias. 

 
Spring Show – Saturday 9th April 
 
Spring Show 
This is all you have to do: 
1) Make sure you clear your diary for Saturday 9th April 
2) In the preceding weeks take a look at the show schedule in your yellow membership 
booklet or the website ( www.fdhs.org.uk ) to see what classes you can enter 
3) If you normally enter flowers and shrubs have you checked that you don’t have any 
veg, cooking, sewing or photography classes you can enter? 
4) The week before the show tell Dan Bosence what classes you want to enter- see 
new form on p. 12 of booklet, or send him class numbers by email 
5) Bring your beautiful exhibits to Marindin Hall between 9.45 and 10.45 on Saturday 
9th 
6) Return to hall with friends and family to view exhibits and enjoy tea and home-made 
cakes from 2.30-4.00 pm 
7) Stay until 4.00 pm to collect  your (hoped for) prizes! 
8) If you have the energy left please stay and help us clear the hall for the next users 
 
Look forward to seeing you on the 9th and if you won cups at last year’s Spring Show 
please give these a polish and arrange return or collection with Dan. 
 
Dan Bosence (tel 792442,  dwjbosence@btinternet.com ) 
 

Bumblebees in your Garden 
 
The following request has been received from Elizabeth Samuelson who is a 

Biological Sciences PhD researcher at Royal Holloway University of London, in 
Egham, Surrey. 

“Do you have a garden in London or the suburbs and countryside to the west of 
London? Would you be willing to host a bumblebee colony for an experiment for Royal 
Holloway University during May and June this year? 

Bumblebees are social bees that live in quite small colonies (max. 300 
individuals), are large-bodied and furry and, unlike honeybees, don't produce honey. 
There are concerns that changes in land-use may be threatening bumblebees, so we 
are investigating whether urban, suburban or rural areas are better for bees. We will 
be placing small nest boxes of wild-caught, native bumblebees Bombus terrestris 
colonies in gardens and weighing and counting them each week to see how well they 
are growing. The bees are not aggressive unless their nest is interfered with, and 
having them in the garden will help pollinate your veg and flowers! 

To be suitable for the experiment, your garden should be anywhere between 
central London and the countryside to the west of London as far as 
Reading/Basingstoke or slightly beyond (this includes Frensham and Dockenfield, 
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Ed.). The garden can be any size but should have at least one bush or tree and should 
not be used by dogs. I will need to access the garden once a week, usually during the 
night when the bees are inside, so a side gate or some other way to allow access 
(without setting off intruder alarms)  would be useful." 

For more information and to sign up please go to 
http://elizabethsamuelson.wix.com/beesinthecity#!hostabeecolony/v78jb. 

The latest news from Elizabeth is that they have had a lot of offers for gardens 
in urban areas but are short of suburban and rural sites (she has a technique for 
classifying which of these your garden falls into). 

Please contact Elizabeth directly if you are able to help in this interesting 
project. She is willing to tell us about the results when the research is complete. 
Contact her either via the website or directly by email   
Elizabeth.Samuelson.2014@live.rhul.ac.uk 

 

 
Flower Arranging course with Show Judge Helen Anton 
 
Helen Anton will be running a flower arranging course in St Mary’s church hall. 

Four sessions of 2 hours each on May 11th, May 18th, May 25th and June 1st. All 
starting at 10am. 

The cost for the whole four session course is £100 and includes all flowers and 
foliage, all containers, Oasis and other accessories including snippers so need to even 
take your scissors. Tea and coffee will also be provided. 

 
 
There will be a charity open garden day held at Upper Ridgeway Farm on Saturday 5th 
June in aid of The Alex Bolt Fund (flyer attached) 

 

Chocolate Easter nests 

As  there seemed to be some confusion over what constitutes a chocolate Easter nest, 

here are some simple ideas to try over the holiday period 

1) Ingredients - 225g plain chocolate broken into pieces, 50g butter, 2 tablespoons 

golden syrup, 75g cornflakes (or crumbled shredded wheat, or rice krispies) 

chocolate or jelly mini eggs 

Method – Line a 12 hole fairy cake tin with paper cases – melt the chocolate, golden 

syrup and butter in a bowl set over a pan of gently simmering water stirring until 

smooth – remove the bowl from the heat and gently stir in the cornflakes until all the 

cereal is coated in chocolate – divide the mixture between the paper cases and 

press chocolate or jelly eggs into the centre of each nest – chill in the fridge for 1 

hour or until set. 

2) Ingredients – 2 big tablespoons each of butter, icing sugar, golden syrup and cocoa 

powder, 200g cornflakes or rice krispies. Chocolate mini eggs or jelly eggs. 

 

mailto:Elizabeth.Samuelson.2014@live.rhul.ac.uk
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Method – Line a 12 hole fairy cake tin with paper cases - heat all the ingredients 

gently together and bring to the boil. As soon as the mixture starts to boil remove it 

from the heat and stir it into the cereal until the cereal is all coated in chocolate 

mixture – spoon the mixture equally into the paper cases pressing down in the 

middle to make a nest shape- leave to cool – press the eggs into the nests and then 

refrigerate for 15 minutes 

3) Ingredients – 8 full size shredded wheat biscuits, 1 handful of mini marshmallows 

chopped in half, 6 dried apricots chopped, 200g plain chocolate, 48 chocolate mini 

eggs 

Method – Line a 12 hole fairy cake tin with paper cases - Crumble the shredded 

wheat into a bowl using your fingers, add the marshmallows and apricots and give it 

a stir- melt the chocolate in the microwave in 30 second bursts until smooth and fully 

melted – pour the shredded wheat mixture into the melted chocolate bowl and mix 

with two metal spoons until everything is evenly coated. Using a teaspoon fill the 

paper cases with the mixture pressing each one down in the centre to make a nest 

shape. Fill each nest with 3-4 eggs and refrigerate for 1 hour. 

 

Any articles or information for the next newsletter to me please – Penny Hearn penny 

@hernibles.com or by phone 01252794804  

 


