
 

 

July 2016 

Dear Members 
This is a short summer newsletter at the start of our summer’s break. Two 
events are taking place in September that we want to advertise before you 
disappear on your summer holidays or before you book a late Autumn 
holiday.  

Our Autumn Show will be on its normal date, early in September 
(Saturday 10th) and Penny Hearn is eagerly looking forward to all your 
entries this year. Hopefully we get more sunshine over the next two months 
to help our veg plants and bring on the autumn colours. 
          This is followed shortly by this year’s Garden Outing and details and 
booking form follow in the Newsletter. For a number of years we have 
received requests from those who are lucky enough to be young enough to 
still work that they would like an outing on a Saturday rather than during the 
week. This year we are focusing on autumn colour!  
          Our plant stall at the Frensham Fayre was another big success for 
the Society with record takings. Many thanks to Caroline Plant for firstly 
propagating many of the perennials, shrubs and the odd tree which all 
attract good prices and also for organizing the stand but also to all Society 
members who helped out setting up, selling and clearing up afterwards. 
Finally, we are delighted to welcome Ruth Murphy on to the Council of the 
Society. She has recently moved to Frensham from Cornwall and has her 
own garden design business; Blue Daisy Blue. 
         Have a good summer and enjoy your gardens 

 

Dan Bosence (Chairman) 
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Garden Outing 
Saturday 24th September 2016 

This year we have chosen two gardens to visit in West Sussex, near Lewes. 
Travel times will be reduced compared with previous years and we are 
aiming for autumn colour as well as one of the south’s best nurseries. 
Prices held the same as last year! £30 per person to include coach travel 
and entrance to gardens and trip is open to non-members as well so invite 
your friends/family. Prices based on 30 people on outing so may be revised 
if numbers are less. 

Marchants Hardy Plants (Garden and Nursery), Laughton 

“Marchants: a pastoral symphony. A musician-turned-nurseryman has let 
his natural passions run wild in his own Sussex downland garden” 
Stephen Lacey 

“One of leading small nurseries in the country  with all plants raised by 
Graham Gough on site”  

“Gough's rich, dramatic sweeps of herbaceous planting: sanguisorbas, 
daylilies, masses of grasses, achilleas, dark agapanthus etc. ” 

 



 
 

Follers Manor, Alfriston 

 
 
 
 
 

•  Filmed for ITVs “Britain’s Best Gardens” 

•  Featured in RHS The Garden, 2015 

•  Designed by Ian Kitson (2006). Brief: 

  “To be colourful and wildlife friendly” 

•  Crazy sunken gardens, ponds and big borders 

•  Spectacular backdrop of the South Downs 



 

 
The plan for the day is as follows: 
Coach pick ups at 8.45 Frensham Hollowdene Rec., 8.55 Dockenfield 
Church, Rowledge Hare and Hounds, 9.10. 
First Visit; Marchants Hardy Plants, Laughton 
Lunch; Roebuck Inn, Laughton 
Second visit; Follers Manor, Alfriston 
Depart Alfriston 4.00  
Arrive back at about 5.30  
Booking form at end of Newsletter 



Autumn Show- Saturday 10th September 
As well as all the horticultural classes in your membership booklet we now have 15 
Open Classes in the Autumn Show which anyone, whether they are a member of the 
society or not, can enter.  Pursuade your frineds to have a go! They just need to let us 
know on form below what they want to enter and to bring something from their garden 
or kitchen, there is every chance that they might win.  Entries are very welcome and 
there are prizes for all entries in the Junior Classes. 
     Details in your membership booklets but as usual all entries must be delivered to 
the Marindin Hall, Millbridge between 9.15am and 10.45am on the morning of the 
Show. If you have any questions, please contact either Penny Hearn on 01252 794804 
or Suzanne McLean on 01252 792231. 
        Complete the form below and send it either to Penny Hearn, 4 Bourne Dene, 
Wrecclesham, Farnham, GU10 4RF or take to the Frensham Village Shop, no later 
than 12 noon on Thursday 8th September 2016. 

 



Bumble Bees in our gardens 
A number of members were involved this year in an experiment being 
undertaken at Royal Holloway, University of London on how bumble bees 
are faring in rural versus urban gardens. She has placed bumble bee 
colonies on a transect all the way from central London to our villages .This 
report is from Sheila Aiken: 

My bumblebee colony was delivered on May 1st, in a large white, insulated plastic box, 
with a black tube in one side, to give the bees access to their nest box, inside, which 
was wooden, with a glass roof, and was resting on an electronic balance, that took 
regular readings of the weight. Elizabeth, the PhD student from Royal Holloway in 
charge of the project, came every sunday night , between 11pm and 4 am, to take the 
recordings, count the bees( and change the batteries in the balance).The box was 
placed in a quiet, south-facing spot, which got some early-morning sun, but was shady 
in the full heat of the day. 

There were initially 14 workers and one queen, buff-tailed bumblebees (Bombus 
terrerstris). The queen had been collected from Windsor Great Park, as the bees were 
coming out of hibernation, and had started building and laying eggs to start her colony. 
Initially, they were given some syrup to sustain them, but were essentially left to forage 
on their own. 
          It was interesting to watch the first few flights they made, close to the box, having 
a good look out for landmarks, but the next day, some were confidently flying straight off.  
Elizabeth took the box away on June 19th, when she said it had come to the end of its 
cycle, when the workers die off, the  new queens hatching from some of the eggs carry 
on foraging for themselves at this stage, feeding and hopefully mating with drone/s, 
before hibernating for the winter. 
 
I asked her how they had done, and her reply was: 
 
“Thanks for leaving the observation sheet on the box - that's really helpful! I've taken it 
with me - I hope that's okay. You may have noticed that I removed the bee box last night, 
as I found that it had come to the end of its cycle. The colony did fairly well in terms of 
building up worker numbers, reaching a peak of 40 workers in week 3. However, they 
had two events that set them back - first, in week 1, a "usurper" buff-tailed queen tried to 
take over the nest. This is likely to be a queen that emerged late from hibernation and 
couldn't start her own colony. The colony fended off the attack and killed the usurping 
queen, but a few workers died. Second, in week 2 a cuckoo bumblebee queen invaded - 
this is a different species (Bombus vestalis) that has evolved to take over established 
buff-tailed colonies. Again, the colony was able to fight off the cuckoo and kill her, but 
the queen was injured. After that, the colony growth slowed and they were not able to 
produce reproductives (males and new queens).  
 
The cuckoo invasion in particular was a very interesting result, as we had 13 cuckoo 



invasions, all in rural sites, something that has not been shown before. In addition, we 
have got some very useful data from your colony, including weight gain, pollen and 
parasite counts, so hopefully we will get some more interesting results.” 
 
I asked how she knew all this had gone on, and she said she counted corpses, and 
could see damage, particularly to the queen’s wings, after the second attack, by the 
cuckoo queen.  
Who would have suspected such drama in a little plastic box quietly sitting in the corner 
of a garden? 
I miss my bees, I enjoyed watching them, but there have been more buff tails and some 
retails foraging since the colony went, so there must be sameness somewhere close. 

Of the two other experiments Dan is aware of one had to be 
abandonned after a few weeks as the cuckoo bees had completely taken 
over whilst the other (his) was more successful peaking at 113 bees, and 
with new males and queens. We are hoping that Elizabeth might talk to the 
Society about how bumble bees live and her overall results when theses 
have been analysed, possibly next year. 

 

 
 



Booking Form- Outing to Marchants Hardy 
Plants and Follers Manor Gardens and Nursery 
(Saturday 24th September 2016) 

Please book ........ place(s) at £30.00 each: I/We shall join the 
coach at Frensham / Dockenfield / Rowledge (please delete as 
appropriate) 

Name(s) and contact phone 
number ............................................................................................
.. 

Signature .....................................  

Payment by bank transfer  (BACS) to the Societies Santander 
bank account: Sort Code 09 01 28, account number: 81476443. 
However YOU MUST give your name as the reference otherwise 
we will not know who has paid ! 

or 

Enclose cheque to Frensham and Dockenfield Horticultural 
Society for £ ........... 

Lunch  will be taken at The Roebuck Inn which offers a range of 
different dishes. A menu for your choices will be sent nearer to 
date tyo those who have booked.  

Please return this form with your payment no later than 31st of 
August to Dan Bosence at Jeffery’s Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield, Farnham, GU10 4HS, Tel: 792442 or email your 
booking to dwjbosence@btinternet.com 


