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          February 2017 
 

Letter from the Chairman 
Dear Members, 

Spring seemed to have been on the way, and encouraged by the thrushes and 
robins signing in the garden I sowed a range of early seeds; tomato, parsley, mizuna, 
brussel sprouts, and peas and broad beans in root-trainers. However, today the 
temperature has struggled to get over 3 degrees and it is now snowing. I think the peas 
and beans will be fine in an unheated greenhouse as they are sitting on top of a recently 
made hotbed with an internal temperature of 20 degrees C. The remaining seeds are 
indoors in the conservatory and are already pushing through the compost.  

The hotbed is constructed from alternating layers of fresh horse dung and straw and 
takes only about a week to get up to temperature.  More details of construction and the 
temperature record of these beds will be at next year’s Social evening. This was such a 
success in January that we plan to repeat it for next year. 

There are two evening talks coming up with national garden figures presenting. I 
last heard Paolo Arrigo speak at the Hampton Court Flower Show “Grow” marquee and he 
is a very lively speaker with a “passione” for Italian vegetables and cookery. He will be 
shortly followed by Charles Dowding, and, please note this is at the start of the month 
(March 9th) and not our usual fourth Thursday in the month. Also it will be held in 
Dockenfield Church and not in the Marindin Hall. This continues a tradition of holding one 
of our meetings in the western part of our catchment area. Ticket sales to non-members 
have proceeded at a steady trickle and these will go a long way towards the cost of having 
a top grower and garden journalist coming to speak to us. If you know of other non-
members who would like to join us then please contact me for tickets. 

Finally, Sheila Aiken and I are already planning for the Spring Show in early April  
(Saturday 8th) when we hope to see the Marindin Hall full of the scents and sights of your 
spring flowers. 

Best wishes Dan Bosence 
 

 
 
Garden Outing, Thursday 8th June 
 
This is just a reminder that this year’s outing will be to two more Sussex Gardens; 
Denmans (near Arundel) and Woolbeding (near Midhurst). Lunch will be taken in the 
restaurant at Denmans. These gardens are nearer than the two we visited last year so that 
there will be less travelling time and more garden viewing time. Coach pickup-up will be at 
around 9.00 am and return by 6.00 pm. 
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More details and costs in subsequent Newsletter. This note is to ensure you have the 
date in your diary! 
 
Your Garden Projects : our social evening last month  
  
 On a cold dark night in late January about 40-50 members gathered in the Marindin 
Hall for membership renewals, a glass of mulled wine and a choice of 4-5 splendid cakes. 
What followed was a series of 6 really excellent presentations by members of projects they 
had recently undertaken in their gardens.  The audience was highly impressed by the high 
quality of the speakers (someone said it was like going to a conference) and the range of 
topics they spoke on. 
 All the audience (and the Chairman) would like to formally thank these 6 speakers 
for their interesting, knowledgeable and well illustrated presentations: 
 

• Caroline Plant- Hypertufa sculpture  

• Anton Kleiven- Watering system and Green Roof construction   

• Alison Bosence- Making a Gravel Garden  

• Chas Pell & Jilly Steventon- Redesigning and rebuilding a garden 

• Penny Hearn- Geodysic Greenhouse 

• Suzanne McLean- Renovating an old well 

 This is the fourth year that we have held these evenings of presentations and all 
have been fascinating and show what a resourceful and interesting membership we have 
in the Hort and Prod. The idea started in 2014 with ‘your favourite garden tools’, then 2015 
and 2016 we learnt about gardens you had visited, firstly the UK and then International. It 
is agreed that this evening should be run again next year and we already have 3 
volunteers for talks on yet more garden projects. 
DB



Next meeting: February 23, Marindin Hall, Frensham 
Paolo Arrigo- From Seed to Plate 
Paolo is from Franchi “Seeds of Italy” who are a specialist seed  
firm. The talk has the same title as his book published in 2010 with  
over 100 Italian-inspired recipes. Paolo says “The best way to get  
fresh, tasty ingredients is to grow your own. Italians have known  
this for centuries, and no Italian house, apartment, school or office  
is complete unless it has a little bit of space in which to grow  
tomatoes, herbs, salad leaves and whatever else can be crammed 
in. From Seed to Plate covers that very Italian tradition of growing  
to cook, using recipes handed down from cook to cook, often  
through generations”.  
Paolo shares his family's practical traditions and 'passione'  
for food, guiding readers on the best varieties to grow, offering  
growing tips and explaining how all the resulting delicious produce  
should be best prepared, cooked and preserved. The book  
includes recipes from Paolo's own family, delicatessens, favourite  
restaurants and chefs such as Georgio Locatelli, Antony Worrall- 
Thompson, Rose Prince, Hugh Fearnley Whittingstall and many  
more, this is a book that persuades us to look at food in a different  
way - the Italian way. 
In his spare time Paolo restores ancient Italian  
accordians and has threatened to bring one along next Thursday. 
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Our March meeting: 
March 9th Society talk by Charles Dowding,  

Church of the Good Shepherd, The Street, Dockenfield, 8.00 pm 

 A reminder that unusually, this talk is early in the month, and is being held in 
Dockenfield not Frensham. More details in the flyer, at the end of this newsletter. 
 To help pay for this talk we are advertising it to non-members as well as members 
of the Society. However, non-members will be asked to purchase tickets for the event at a 
cost £5.00 each to help cover speaker expenses.  Please encourage your friends to come! 
Tickets can be bought from Dan Bosence at dwjbosence@btinternet.com or 01252 
792442.  
 
Events at other garden clubs:- 
GARDENING	WORKSHOP		
CREATE	A	BEAUTIFUL	CUT-FLOWER	GARDEN	FROM	SEED		
22nd	February,	2017	10am	–1pm	at	the	Surrey	Hills	Gardening	School	in	Chilworth	(near	
Guildford).	£40/person	details	on	www.surreyhillsgardeningschool.co.uk	

 
Shamley green gardening club presents    
AN EVENING WITH CHRIS BEARDSHAW, Garden Designer, TV Presenter, Author & 
Journalist 
On Tuesday 7th March 2017 (Seated by 7.30pm) 
At The Arbuthnot Hall, Shamley Green 
Tickets £10 (non members)          Licensed Bar opens 6.45pm 
Tickets available from Aurelle Tomkins, Lark Rise, Stonards Brow 01483 892114 
Email: aurelletomkins@gmail.com 
 
Dorking Barnardo’s Helper Group (Charity reg. 216250) 
‘SHRUBS FOR SEASONALITY’ a talk by JIM GARDINER 
(Former Curator of RHS Garden Wisley and Executive Vice-President of the RHS) 
on Wednesday 15th March 2017 at 7.30 pm at Mickleham Village Hall, Dell Close, 
Mickleham RH5 6EE,  
Tickets £12.50 (to include refreshments) 
Angela Gilchrist    01306 884613  ar.gilchrist@btinternet.com 
Sally Hayes           01372 454637  hayesjmj@outlook.com 
 
Witley Gardening Association: No Work Gardening! 
Talk by Bob Flowerdew, Thursday 16 March at 7.30 at the Chichester Hall 
A humorous talk on ways to reduce or eliminate unnecessary chores 

Tickets: Members £5.00 Non-Members £10.00(To include a glass of wine or soft drinkFor 
Booking Contact: Catherine Bullock on 01428 682752 or Trevor Sears on 01428 
481610Entrance by ticket only. Numbers are limited so book early to avoid 
disappointment. 

Surrey Horticultural Federation Spring Talk,  
tickets available for JEKKA MCVICAR on Thursday 23rd March at Normandy Village Hall, 
Please make cheques payable to Surrey Horticultural Federation (£10 ea) and send to 
Janet Arm at Redleaf Nursery, Green Lane, Tilford, Farnham GU10 2AP with an s.a.e.  
 
Inter Village Floral Art Cup 
Milford Horticultural & Gardening Society – Spring Show 25th March 2017 
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The Inter Village Floral Art Cup will be held on Saturday 25th March at Milford Village 
Hall, Portsmouth Road, GU8 5DS.  
The title this year is ‘The Promise of Spring’ 
Space Allowed is 60cm wide, 60cm deep, height unlimited. Background will be supplied – 
colour green. (more info plus rules and regs in next newsletter) 
 
    * * * * * 
The Ed has run out of recipe ideas this month, and would welcome suggestions for next 
newsletter!  
    * * * * * 
Cleaning garden shears 
These pictures (next page) were sent in by Caroline Plant, who took the advice of Ray 
Broughton, ex lecturer at Sparsholt College, who gave us a talk last year. 
On the left, shears covered in tomato ketchup. Right: 2 weeks later, all clean!
 

  

 

 

 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence.Items for next Newsletter before the 15th 
of February please to be sent by email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, 
Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, GU104HS



Frensham and Dockenfield 
Horticultural Society presents:

No Dig Vegetable Growing: 
abundance and fewer weeds

a talk by Charles Dowding

Charles Dowding is one of the countries foremost advocates of 
organic growing.  His much acclaimed No Dig method, a system using 

raised beds and a thick mulch to the soil surface, has consistently 
produced higher yields and healthier crops - without back breaking 

digging! For more information www.charlesdowding.co.uk !
This event is also open to non-members of the society at a charge of 

£5 (inc refreshments). !
Tickets are available from Dan Bosence at 

dwjbosence@btinternet.com or 01252 792442 

8pm Thursday 9th March 2017 
The Church of the Good Shepherd, 

The Street, Dockenfield

 
 
For extra copies of this flyer (and e-copies), ask Dan 


