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Chairman’s letter 
 

Spring is now well on its way with the Spring Equinox behind us, and in this corner 
of Dockenfield many (12 species) of wildflowers out, asparagus peeping up and purple 
sprouting broccoli to pick. This means that the Spring Show is just round the corner and 
our notices will go up next weekend. Sheila Aiken and I are hoping for plenty of entries and 
in particular that you will still have some daffodils to show. If you do not then there are 16 
other classes for flowers, flowering shrubs, foliage and potted plants to enter. Camellias 
are looking particularly good around the village so we are hoping they will still look good on 
the 8th April (that will be your Class 28, 29 entries!). If you have fresh vegetables (including 
rhubarb) or stored veg from last year then please find a nice plate to put these on for 
Classes 35-38. 

Last year the cookery section was hotly contested so we are hoping for a similar 
“Bake Off” this year with two set recipes. These are in the back of the membership booklet 
and will be in the Village Shop envelope, and are on our Website. Remember that non-
members can now enter the non-horticultural sections: Home Industries and Photography. 
Also there is an Open Class in Flower Arranging so if you have friends who might be 
interested, please encourage them to enter. All the details of the classes are on the 
website www.fdhs.org.uk. 

Inviting a “Big Name” to talk to us proved a great success and about 70 people, 
including about 30 entrance-fee-paying guests, filled Dockenfield Church to hear Charles 
Dowding talk on his No Dig Vegetable growing methods. This talk created a lot of interest 
and some of your reactions to this are later in the Newsletter. Also we want to hear your 
views on holding one talk a year in Dockenfield as opposed to holding all our meetings in 
the Marindin Hall. 

Finally, we have had to make a change in venue for the garden outing in June as 
Denmans Garden has “ceased trading”. We have found an excellent substitute in Parham 
House Garden, and all the details for booking are later in Newsletter. Keep Thursday 8th 
June for this visit in your diary. 

Best   wishes 
 

 
 

Notes on the Charles Dowding talk 
There was quite a ‘buzz’ at Dockenfield church after this talk on Charles Dowding’s 
revolutionary-but-utterly-sensible no-dig approach to growing veg, and some of the 
comments made ranged from 
" the slides showing the different tests and outcomes were very good"  
to. . . . " but I like the appearance of well worked and raked soil"  
and from a garden designer "I would find the cardboard and messy edges difficult to 
convince clients it's better solution than raised beds".  
Many of us could see the problem of making enough compost and the difficulty in our area 
of getting well rotted (straw based) manure with very little traditional farming in this part of  
 

 



Surrey. (However we can buy in progrow and mushroom compost). 
 
The committee would like feedback on how members feel about having one meeting per 
year in Dockenfield. It is already noted that the parking needs more information for those 
not used to Dockenfield church, seats are somewhat hard, and a sound system would be 
useful. 
 
Lettuce Harvesting the Dowding way 
 
A number of people were fascinated by Charles Dowding's method of   
harvesting lettuce. Rather than "cut and come again" he does "pick and   
come again, and again and again". The outer more mature leaves leaves   
are picked by getting hold of a leaf and pushing down at the base of   
the leaf with your thumb so as to break it off from the lettuce stem.   
Two weeks later more leaves can be harvetsed, and then another two   
weeks.... etc. The lettuce responds by growing new leaves in the crown   
and a tall thick stem develops on the lettuce (20-30 cm high).   
Cropping is kept going for "two to three months" and this is much more   
productive than cutting just one head of the lettuce. Although not   
covered in his talk the varieties he recommends for this method are,   
from green to red: 
    Green leaves: Chartwell 
    Speckled leaves: Freckles, Mottistone 
    Red Leaves: Grenoble Red, Bijou and Rosemoor 
Some of these varieties are not easy to obtain but I found Mottistone   
and Chartwell in the Suttons  range at Forest Lodge garden centre. A   
quick web search shows that the rest can be obtained from (guess who?) 
www.seedsofitaly.com  
  www.mr-fothergills.co.uk  and  www.marshalls-seeds.co.uk. I did not   
find a site that did them all. 
Happy picking 
Charles' lettuces, other salad leaves and a row of overwintered garlic   
in his polytunnel photographed last April 
 
 
 
 

 
 



RHS Magazine “The Garden” 
 
Every month we receive a copy of the RHS magazine/journal because we are Associate 
Members of the RHS.  Traditionally this has been passed around members of Council but 
we are all such keen gardeners that we are all members of the RHS. This means we are 
asking if there are any members who would like to receive these free copies each Month? 
Please contact Annette Clayson on 726618 or email on annette.clayson@twopenny.com. 
First come first served and he/she also arranges collection each month! 
 
wildflower courses 
These links have been sent in for courses on learning about wildflowers in different 
habitats:- 
Course: Wetland Plant Identification 
Surrey Wildlife Trust 
Merstham, Surrey 
13th July 2017 
www.surreywildlifetrust.org adult.learning@surreywt.org.uk 01372379523 Adult learning 
team 
Cost: SWT members £20/non-members £25 
Sectors: ecology, conservation & wildlife 
 
Surrey is a surprisingly wet county with a huge number of rivers, streams and waterbodies 
such as ponds, lakes and waterlogged quarries. This course is an opportunity for you to 
develop your skills in identifying the variety of plants that thrive in these wet habitats and 
learn how they have adapted to their environment. 
There will be a mixture of classroom discussion and practical work studying the plants in 
their natural habitat. 
 
Course: Wildflower ID - Chalk Grassland 
Surrey Wildlife Trust 
Cheam, Surrey 
11th July 2017 
www.surreywildlifetrust.org adult.learning@surreywt.org.uk 01372379523 Adult learning 
team 
Cost: SWT members £20/non-members £25 
Sectors: ecology, conservation & wildlife 
 
It is easy to notice the splash of colour created by wildflowers in a meadow, but do you 
know the names of the different plants living there? This course is ideal for those who want 
to start learning about the diversity of native plants growing in chalk grassland and identify 
different species common to the Surrey Downs. 
We will start with a short classroom session where tutor Isobel Girvan will instruct you on 
how to use a key when identifying wildflowers. We will then walk to the SWT managed 
Howell Hill Nature Reserve where we will identify some of the hundreds of wildflowers 
native to this area. 
 
Slugs & Snails 
The March issue of the free local magazine ‘Vantage Point’ has an excellent article on 
slugs and snails by Beth Otway (www.pumpkinbeth.com).  
If you have a copy, it’s worth reading in full, but to summarise, she has done a simple trial 
using ‘natural remedies’, with useful results.  
The trial consisted of using barrier methods to protect plants:- ash, garlic granules, garlic 
wash, eggshells, human hair, sawdust, sharp grit, sand, and soot, with lettuces as the trial 
plant. 



The conclusion was that the top three, which provided 100% secure plant protection, were 
ash, sawdust, and soot. These were sprinkled around each plant and renewed every 
week, and more often in bad weather. 
This is so impressive (100% protection ! ?) that we (ed and chairman) are going to give it a 
try, and would welcome other members to trial these so we can compare results. Please 
let us know if you are having a go. 
 
The Land of Nod garden opening 

We are opening our garden on 6th and 7th May 2017 in aid of the National 
Garden Scheme and St. Luke’s Church, Grayshott. Here is the link to the NGS 
website http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden/Garden.aspx?id=5595 

Our garden is 7 acres including lawns, mature trees, Azaleas, Camellias, 
Rhododendrons and more. Tea, cake and ice cream will be available on the day 
as well as a plant stall. The garden will be open from 2pm to 5pm each day. 

Our address is Land of Nod, Grayshott Road, Headley Down, Bordon, 
Hampshire GU35 8SJ. Our entrance is off the B3002, between Headley and 
Grayshott. Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate coaches, but there will be 
lots of space for cars. 

Garden Outing- Thursday 8th June 
Parham Gardens (Pulborough) and Woolbeding Gardens (near 
Midhurst) 
 
This year we have plans to visit two gardens, fairly close by, in western Sussex. We shall 
follow the same plan as previous years with coach pick-ups in Frensham, Dockenfield and 
Rowledge. Our first stop is Parham where we have organised a welcoming 
teas/coffee/biscuits on arrival and then a guided tour of the garden. Lunch can be taken 
after the morning visit to Parham Gardens. After lunch we travel to Midhurst where the 
coach will take us all the way to the garden (those who know this garden will know that if 
you travel independently then you have to park in Midhurst and wait for a minibus 
transfer). The other benefit for some is that this is a National Trust garden so that NT 
members will get in free as long as we have enough people on the coach to call ourselves 
“a group”. I am sure we shall. From Midhurst it should be a short drive home by 6.00 -6.15 
pm. 
 
Parham Gardens are part of the family owned Parham Park and the 16th  century Parham 
House that has been lived in by just three families, and features:  
 

• A	four-acre	Walled	Garden	with	stunning	herbaceous	borders,	a	glasshouse,	and	
vegetable	garden.	

• A	walled	Fruit	Orchard	with	a	remarkable	1920s	Wendy	House	built	into	the	garden	
walls.	Great	for	losing	children	and	grandchildren.	

• Garden	Shop	and	Nursery	with	over	220	herbaceous	perennials	on	sale,	grown	on	site	
by	the	garden	team.	

• In	a	Guardian	article	of	the	10	best	gardens	to	visit	in	the	UK	in	2016,	Sarah	Raven	said:	
“I	love	the	walled	garden,	with	one	of	the	best	ornamental	greenhouses	in	the	country	
and	always	interesting	trials	of	edible	and	cut	flower	families	–	sunflowers,	sweet	peas,	
alliums	or	tulips.”	

• Light	lunches	can	be	taken	in	the	former	Tudor	kitchen	or	in	the	courtyard.	Snacks	can	
be	bought	in	the	“Mower	Shed”.	

	



Woolbeding	Garden	was	created	by	Simon	Sainsbury	and	Stewart	Grimshaw	and	is	managed	
by	the	National	Trust.	It	features:	

• 26	Acres	of	“garden	rooms”	and	open	landscape	garden.	
• 7	garden	rooms;	Mediterranean	Entrance,	West	Borders,	Well	Garden,	Herb	Garden,	

Fountain	Garden,	Orangery	and	Greenhouse	Garden.	
• Discover	the	different	follies	in	each	area	of	the	garden.	
• Landscape	Garden	with	ruined	abbey,	gothic	summer	house,	Chinese-style	bridge	and	

the	“River	God	Grotto”.	
• Orchard	Café:	cream	teas!	

	
The	programme	for	the	day	is:	
Coach	pick-up:	Rowledge	Sq	9.00,	Dockenfield	Church	9.15,	Frensham	Hollowdene	9.30	
Parham	House	(including	lunch):	10.30	–	2.00	
Woolbeding	Garden:	2.30-5.30	
Return	by		6.00-6.15	
	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Booking	form	
	
Either	fill	in,	cut	out	and	post	or	email	details	
	
Outing to Parham Garden and Woolbeding Garden (Thursday 8th June 2017)  Please 
book ........ place(s). 

  I/We shall join the coach at Frensham / Dockenfield / Rowledge, I do/do not wish to buy 
lunch at Parham (please delete as appropriate) 

Name(s) and contact phone number 

 ..............................................................................................  Signature  

Costs to include coach, garden entries, welcoming tea/coffee/biscuit and garden tour at 
Parham 

Members of National Trust    £30.00 (get free entry into Woolbeding Gardens) 

Non-Members of National Trust  £38.00 (No free entry into Woolbeding) 

Costs do not include lunch that can be bought at 2 venues in Parham Gardens 

Payment by bank transfer (BACS) to the Society’s Santander bank account: Sort Code 09 
01 28, account number: 81476443. However YOU MUST give your name as the reference 
otherwise we will not know who has paid, or,  Enclose cheque to Frensham and 
Dockenfield Horticultural Society for £ ........... 

 

Post to Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, 
GU10 4HS, or email to  dwjbosence@btinternet.com 

 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence.Items for next Newsletter before the 15th 
of February please to be sent by email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, 
Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, GU104HS



 


