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Chairman’s letter 
 
     The forecast rain of last week disappeared, and ground-water levels in southern 
Britain have been falling during the winter. These have prompted newspaper articles about 
droughts and hosepipe bans. Make sure your water butts are ready for use as you might 
need them and rain is forecast again for next week. Anthea Graves tells me that her 
neighbour has a water butt going free if someone can collect it. Phone Anthea if you are 
interested (793242), it might be a crop-saving phone call. 
 Our Spring Show was well supported with higher than usual numbers of entries, but 
interestingly, from a smaller number of people. Many thanks to those who found flowers, 
foliage, and veg in their gardens to enter, and for the excellent Bake Off entries. The early 
spring may have resulted in fewer daffodil and Camellia entries but it also meant that other 
flowers were looking good (tulips) and some vegetables (e.g. asparagus) were also ready 
for picking. 
     Upcoming events I would like to encourage you to join will be next week’s talk on 
Fruit Trees by a local expert (Peter Barwick). Details later in Newsletter. This is followed in 
May by Elizabeth Samuelson a PhD student from Royal Holloway University of London 
who last year conducted experiments to assess the health of urban and rural bumblebee 
colonies in gardens from central London all the way to Dockenfield. Entitled “The Plight of 
the Bumblebee” her talk will introduce the life and habitat of our common bumblebees and 
then the initial results of her experiments. 
     Finally I want to advertise again our Garden Outing on the 8th of June. If you are 
interested in joining this trip please contact me as soon as you can because, as I write, the 
numbers are too low to afford a coach. Remember the trip is open to non-members as well 
as members so if you have gardening friends who are not in the Society but who might 
enjoy a horticultural day out then please write, email, phone or drop your booking form 
through the letterbox of Jeffery’s Cottage. Just let me know soon so I don’t have to 
telephone Farnham Coaches and cancel! 
     
Best wishes 

 
 
Dan Bosence     
(email  dwjbosence@btinternet.com  tel: 792442, address: Jefferys Cottage, Bealeswood 
Lane, Dockenfield, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 4HS) 
 
Darling Cup winner Sir F Tymms  
 
The Darling Cup is one of our oldest cups that is awarded at the Spring Show for the 
exhibit of highest merit in the show (our “Best in Show” ). 
Looking through the names of past winners, this name stood out and when Googled (we 
assume it must be the same man), it soon became apparent that he was a famous 
aviator.  
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Does anyone remember Sir Frederick? and more importantly what exhibit was it that won 
him the best in show back in 1971? It seems to be the only cup that he won in Spring 
Shows. 
Please let us know if you have any recollections. 
Below is his obituary and some of his accomplishments 

 
Dan Bosence contributed this piece. It would be interesting to trace some of the names 
engraved on our society cups: they are important documents of the history of the society 
as well as rewarding trophies! Does anyone have memories of members of the society 
from when they first joined? Any snippets of history or descriptions of people’s gardening 
skills or interests would be welcome, perhaps we could start a series on previous 
members of the Hort and Prod, and their talents. (Ed) 
 
Celeriac Plants to go. 
Please contact Dan Bosence if you would like some celeriac seedlings (var. Monarch). 
They are ready to pot on to 3” pots to keep inside until the danger of frost has passed. 
 
Fruit Trees- All aspects of growing.  
Peter Barwick  - Thursday 27th April, 8 pm, Marindin Hall  
 This talk is by a local expert on fruit trees and his talk will cover all aspects of tree 
fruit growing from preparation of the ground, varieties, planting and training, to pruning. He 
has been a professional fruit grower of apples, pears, plums and soft fruit all of his life and 
for 20 years managed the orchard and nursery departments for Blackmore Estate until 
retirement. Someone with this expertise is rarely out of work and in retirement he provides 
advice on fruit tree growing. A number of people in the village have used Peter’s expertise 
to advise on their fruit trees. We hope this will be a very instructive evening so as well as 
listening and learning bring in your fruit tree problems and ask the expert. 

A new plant disease  

This subject has been discussed at other local garden societies, sent in by Caroline Plant. 
Although not yet a problem in the UK, this disease is causing concern. There is more 
information on line and with the RHS. 
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Recent outbreaks of a serious plant disease in Europe have put the UK on a state of high 
alert. The bacterium, Xylella fastidiosa, causes severe damage to plants in North, Central 
and South America and is classed as one of the most harmful plant pathogenic bacteria in 
the world. Plants at risk include grape, peach, citrus, olive, oak, sycamore and many other 
common trees and ornamental plants (such as euphorbia, hebe, lavender, rosemary). 

The bacterium lives in the water-conducting vessels (xylem) of plants and spreads 
between plants via xylem-feeding insects such as leafhoppers and spittlebugs. 

Although insects can transport the bacterium, the most likely route of entry of Xylella into 
the UK is through the importation of infected plant material, so the message is : don’t 
import plants from these countries. 

Flower Arranging 

 Aldershot Floral Design Club are holding an Open Evening on April 27th when national 
demonstrator Tracey Griffin will be on stage at the Princess Hall, Aldershot.  Start time is 
7.30 and there should be tickets at the door at £12 each. 

 Garden Outing- Thursday 8th June 

(. . . something else is happening that day? Hopefully your polling station is near your bus 
stop. . .) 

Parham Gardens (Pulborough) and Woolbeding Gardens (near 
Midhurst) 
 The organiser would welcome bookings for this sooner rather than later, as it’s 
necessary to know the numbers in good time for the coach hire (size of coach etc). 
 This year we have plans to visit two gardens, fairly close by, in west Sussex. We 
shall follow the same plan as previous years with coach pick-ups in Frensham, 
Dockenfield and Rowledge. Our first stop is Parham where we have organised a 
welcoming teas/coffee/biscuits on arrival and then a guided tour of the garden. Lunch can 
be taken after the morning visit to Parham Gardens. After lunch we travel to Midhurst 
where the coach will take us all the way to the garden (those who know this garden will 
know that if you travel independently then you have to park in Midhurst and wait for a 
minibus transfer). The other benefit for some is that this is a National Trust garden so that 
NT members will get in free as long as we have enough people on the coach to call 
ourselves “a group”. I am sure we shall. From Midhurst it should be a short drive home by 
6.00 -6.15 pm. 
 
Parham Gardens are part of the family owned Parham Park and the 16th  century Parham 
House that has been lived in by just three families, and features:  
 

• A	four-acre	Walled	Garden	with	stunning	herbaceous	borders,	a	glasshouse,	and	
vegetable	garden.	

• A	walled	Fruit	Orchard	with	a	remarkable	1920s	Wendy	House	built	into	the	garden	
walls.	Great	for	losing	children	and	grandchildren.	

• Garden	Shop	and	Nursery	with	over	220	herbaceous	perennials	on	sale,	grown	on	site	
by	the	garden	team.	

• In	a	Guardian	article	of	the	10	best	gardens	to	visit	in	the	UK	in	2016,	Sarah	Raven	said:	
“I	love	the	walled	garden,	with	one	of	the	best	ornamental	greenhouses	in	the	country	
and	always	interesting	trials	of	edible	and	cut	flower	families	–	sunflowers,	sweet	peas,	
alliums	or	tulips.”	
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• Light	lunches	can	be	taken	in	the	former	Tudor	kitchen	or	in	the	courtyard.	Snacks	

can	be	bought	in	the	“Mower	Shed”.	
	
Woolbeding	Garden	was	created	by	Simon	Sainsbury	and	Stewart	Grimshaw	and	is	managed	
by	the	National	Trust.	It	features:	

• 26	Acres	of	“garden	rooms”	and	open	landscape	garden.	
• 7	garden	rooms;	Mediterranean	Entrance,	West	Borders,	Well	Garden,	Herb	Garden,	

Fountain	Garden,	Orangery	and	Greenhouse	Garden.	
• Discover	the	different	follies	in	each	area	of	the	garden.	
• Landscape	Garden	with	ruined	abbey,	gothic	summer	house,	Chinese-style	bridge	and	

the	“River	God	Grotto”.	
• Orchard	Café:	cream	teas!	

	
The	programme	for	the	day	is:	
Coach	pick-up:	Rowledge	Sq	9.00,	Dockenfield	Church	9.15,	Frensham	Hollowdene	9.30	
Parham	House	(including	lunch):	10.30	–	2.00	
Woolbeding	Garden:	2.30-5.30	
Return	by		6.00-6.15	
	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Booking	form	
	
Either	fill	in,	cut	out	and	post	or	email	details	
	
Outing to Parham Garden and Woolbeding Garden (Thursday 8th June 2017) Please book 
........ place(s). 

 I/We shall join the coach at Frensham / Dockenfield / Rowledge, I do/do not wish to buy 
lunch at Parham (please delete as appropriate) 

Name(s) and contact phone number 

 .............................................................................................. Signature  

Costs to include coach, garden entries, welcoming tea/coffee/biscuit and garden tour at 
Parham 

Members of National Trust    £30.00 (get free entry into Woolbeding Gardens) 

Non-Members of National Trust  £38.00 (No free entry into Woolbeding) 

Costs do not include lunch that can be bought at 2 venues in Parham Gardens 

Payment by bank transfer (BACS) to the Society’s Santander bank account: Sort Code 09 
01 28, account number: 81476443. However YOU MUST give your name as the reference 
otherwise we will not know who has paid, or, Enclose cheque to Frensham and 
Dockenfield Horticultural Society for £ ........... 

Post to Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, 
GU10 4HS, or email to  dwjbosence@btinternet.com 

 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence. Items for next Newsletter before the 15th 
of May please to be sent by email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, Jeffreys 
Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, GU104HS


