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Chairman’s letter 
 
 After the drought came the deluge. Two inches of water in a bucket awaited us on 
return from a few days on the coast. It’s nice to have the garden watered for you when you 
are away. A few inches of rain really makes plants grow and many plants seem to be as 
many inches higher.  
 Members of Council are preparing for the plant stalls at the upcoming village fairs. 
Dockenfield Day will be on Saturday 3rd June and a wide range of veg plants will be on 
sale for planting out; Artichokes (globe), Basil, Beans (Runner- 2 varieties and Climbing 
French), Brocolli (purple sprouting), Cavalo Nero, Cucumber, Kale (3 varieties), Gherkins, 
Parsley (curly and flat leaved), Peppers, Perilla, Squash, Strawberries, Sweet Corn and 
Tomatoes (4 varieties). This is in addition to the usual range of bedding plants and 
perennials. Plans are already in hand for the Frensham Fayre plant stall. Look out for 
some eye catching new banners and a big range of perennials, shrubs, bedding and veg 
plants. If you have any seedlings or other plants you can donate please hang on to these 
and bring them along on the 17th June. We shall be at the stall from 11 am onwards to 
receive plants for sale. Caroline Plant is organising the stall and can be contacted on 
793991 or at caroline.tonkinxxx@gmail.com 
 This year we would appreciate some extra help on the stall selling plants. So, if 
there are members who feel they can help then please contact Caroline. Help would be 
appreciated either in the morning to sort and arrange the plants or in the afternoon for 
selling, or, at the end of the day for clearing the stall. Offers of help for any of these times 
would be most appreciated. 
 We have two more evening meetings before we take our summer’s break; a talk on 
bumblebees on the 25th of May and our Rose Evening on the 22nd June. For details 
please see below in newsletter. 
 Finally, although we have a good sized coach party for the Garden Outing we can 
usefully fill a few extra seats. If anyone one is still interested in joining us for the outing 
please phone (7902442) or email  (dwjbosence@btinternet.com). Details of costs/times 
etc at end of Newsletter. Remember, you can invite friends/family who are not members of 
the Society to join the garden outing.  
 Finally I would like to thank Chas Pell for agreeing to join the Council. Many 
members were delighted to hear at the Members Evening in January about the new 
garden he and Jilly Steventon have built in West End Lane, as well as being impressed at 
the quality of veg they managed to grow in their first year to exhibit at the Autumn Show. I 
am sure Members would like to extend a warm welcome to Chas to the Council. On a 
sadder note, we are losing the expertise, enthusiasm and energy of Anthea Graves. Few 
people have served for two extensive periods on Council as Anthea has, and her 
contribution to running the Society has been enormous. In her latest stint she has 
organised our programme of evening talks and the catering for talks and for the shows. 
Next time you meet Anthea give her a big thank you. 
 
Best wishes 

  
Dan Bosence     
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(email  dwjbosence@btinternet.com  tel: 792442, address: Jefferys Cottage, Bealeswood 
Lane, Dockenfield, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 4HS) 
 
Our next talk: 
“The Plight of the Bumblebee” 25th May. 8.00 pm Marindin Hall. A talk by Elizabeth 
Samuelson.  
 Elizabeth is a PhD student at Royal Holloway University of London and has been 
studying the health of bumblebee colonies from urban sites in London to rural sites as far 
west as Dockenfield. Several members helped with her experiments last summer and had 
colonies of bumble bees in plastic crates that were visited at dead of night by Elizabeth to 
count them and measure their food reserves etc. Little did we know that there was a battle 
for survival going on in our gardens with parasites, food shortages and the dreaded 
cuckoo bumblebees, all conspiring to damage our colonies. Elizabeth will start the talk with 
some general information to tell us about how different bumblebees live, what they 
look like, how their colonies are organised and how they survive the winter. She will then 
move on to tell us about her experiments and what the initial results are on her 
experiments on our much loved, hairy, bumblebees. 
 
Members’ Rose Evening, Marindin Hall, 8 pm on Thursday 22nd June.  
 This popular event fills the hall with the scent of roses and gives us the opportunity 
to see who has grown the finest roses in Frensham, Dockenfield and further afield in 2017. 
Members are exhorted to bring along individual blooms in their own vases/bottles to 
be voted for in the following categories: Best scented rose, Best rose bud, Most unusual 
rose, Most romantic rose, Most perfect rose. Everyone gets a chance to vote on which 
entries you consider best. This year we shall be awarding a silver cup for the overall "best 
in show”. This will be one of the Societie’s flower cups and will be engraved with the 
winner’s name, but returned after one year for next years Rose Evening. We all have a 
chance of winning some of these entries this year as Sheila Aiken (last year’s winner) has 
moved to a brand new garden and hopefully her roses make take a few years to get 
established. As in previous years we shall provide a choice of breads and cheeses and tea 
and coffee. If you wish for something stronger then it is up to you to bring your own bottle 
(we can supply glasses). 
Dan Bosence 
 
 
More on previous garden club member Sir Freddie Tymms, (referring to The Darling 
Cup which is awarded at the Spring Show for the exhibit of highest merit in the show, 
where Sir Freddie’s name appeared), contributed by Stephen Garrard. 
  
 ‘My parents moved in to Lower Thicket in Dockenfield in 1957 and Sir Freddie 
Tymms (and his wife, Lady Millicent) was living in the "big house" at High Thicket, where 
he lived until his death in 1987 at the age of 98. 
 
 Sir Frederick definitely had a gardener who would have been responsible for the 
upkeep of the garden as well as the productive kitchen garden which I always remember 
as being immaculate. I even remember a croquet lawn to the front of the house. I definitely 
remember my mother laughing about Sir Freddie winning prizes for produce which had 
been nurtured by the gardener ! ! 
 
 However I can tell you that Sir Freddie was a prominent pioneer of the Civil Aviation 
industry. He was in the Royal Flying Corps in World War 1 and received a Military Cross 
and Order of the Indian Empire during WW1. After the war he then joined the civil aviation 
department of the Air Ministry 1920-1927 where he became involved in the development 
of air routes across Africa and India in the 1920s and 30s.  His archives document the 
difficulties of locating suitable landing strips at regular distances across each continent and 
the excitement at the opening of new aerodromes.   
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 During the 1930s and much of the 1940s Sir Freddie was in India where he was 
appointed Director of Civil Aviation 1931-1942. For a brief period in 1942-1943 he became 
Managing Director of Tata Aircraft Ltd, Bombay, and from 1945-1947 was Director General 
of Civil Aviation in India.  
 After the second world war, Sir Freddie went on to represent the UK on the Council 
of the International Civil Aviation Organisation (I.C.A.O.), led missions to New Zealand and 
the West Indies as a trouble-shooter to promote civil aviation, and was a founding member 
of the Guild of Air Pilots and Air Navigators. He was elected Master of the Guild in 1957.  
 
Of Lilies and lily beetles 
  some comments and pictures ‘overheard’ on email from H&P committee members, 
with useful photos for lily beetle ID :  
 
 ‘Look what followed me in from the 
garden to taunt me as I sit at my laptop!’ 
(from Caroline Plant) 
 

 

  
‘look along the underside of the leaves 
and maybe the stem and you might find a 
line of tiny red eggs. The black things are 
the grubs.’  

 
‘Is there a biological control for them, like 
the nematodes for slugs?’ 
‘yep indeed squish, squish, squish! ‘ 
(‘Oh ,no!’) 
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Plantsman's Days at Bury Court, Bentley 

Plantsman’s Days, run by Marina Christopher of Phoenix Perennial Plants, are held at 
Bury Court on the last Wednesday of the month, from April to September. 
(http://www.burycourtbarn.com). A variety of talks and demonstrations are planned, with 
full details below. 

11.00am to 3.30pm with guided garden tours between 2.00pm and 2.30pm 

Admission £7.50 

May 31st 2017:  Plants grown by Phoenix for the Chelsea Flower Show 2017. 

June 28th 2017:  How changes in the climate has affected plant selections for British 
gardens. 

July 26th 2017:  Attracting pollinators and beneficial insects by colour, shape and aroma! 

August 30th 2017:  Sanguisorba – one of the most promiscuous genus of plants! 

September 27th 2017:  How plant fashions change the nature of British gardens. 

A two course lunch, including morning coffee, can be pre-booked a week in advance by 
telephoning Marina on 01420 560695 or by emailing 
marina@phoenixperennialplants.co.uk. 

More of gardens and plants 
June 3rd is Dockenfield day, with a thriving plant stall, which many rely on for their veg 
plants, as well as annuals and perennials. 
June 17th  Frensham Fair, when the H & P will be running a plant stall as usual. 
  
  ** contributions of well-potted plants welcome! ** 
 

Grayshott Hidden Gardens 

Sunday 28th May and Bank holiday Monday 29th May 2017 
12.00noon to 6.00pm 
 
Hidden Gardens of Grayshott is a biennial event where private gardens in Grayshott open 
their gates to the public to raise money for gardening projects around the village.  
 
We have many gardens open and also two allotment sites to be viewed. The programme 
is valid for both days so take your time and view some gardens one day and the rest the 
day after, sampling delicious refreshments and purchasing plants along the way. 
 
Lunches, home-made teas in gardens, children's treasure hunt, some disabled-friendly 
gardens, dogs permitted on leads at owners discretion. 
 
All proceeds to village gardening projects. 
 
Plant sales: 
Plant sales in various gardens. 
 
Cost: 
Adults £6.00 which covers both days, accompanied under 16s free. 
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How to get event passports: 
Tickets available in advance from Magical Rooms, Headley Road, or from the ticket office 
in St Lukes church rooms during the event. 
 
Number of gardens: 
Approximately 20 gardens will be open, but the total may vary from day to day - please 
contact the organisers if you need exact numbers. 
 
Contact the organisers: 
Phone: 07838 248 626 
Email: hiddengardensofgrayshott@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

   This event is sponsored by the British Red Cross  
 

Headley Open Gardens 
 

 
 

THROUGH THE GARDEN GATE … 
 

Saturday & Sunday 3rd / 4th  June 2017 
 

11 am to 5 pm each day 
 

Proceeds to British Red Cross and  
All Saints Headley Parish Church 

 
Tickets will be on sale at the Church Centre  
£7.50 (for both days), children under 12 free 

 
Lunch (12-2) and Teas available    

Raffle and Children’s Quiz 
Plenty of free parking ! 

 
For further details please contact: 

 
Christine Leonard - 01428 712010 
Jill Howard-Duff - 01428 714073  
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Our H & P Garden Outing- Thursday 8th June 

Last call! 

Parham Gardens (Pulborough) and Woolbeding Gardens (near 
Midhurst) 
 We have a number of bookings for this outing, but there is still time to join us! 
All details on the gardens in the 2 previous newsletters. 
  
	
The	programme	for	the	day	is:	
Coach	pick-up:	Rowledge	Sq	9.00,	Dockenfield	Church	9.15,	Frensham	Hollowdene	9.30	
Parham	House	(including	lunch):	10.30	–	2.00	
Woolbeding	Garden:	2.30-5.30	
Return	by		6.00-6.15	
	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Booking	form	
	
Either	fill	in,	cut	out	and	post	or	email	details	
	
Outing to Parham Garden and Woolbeding Garden (Thursday 8th June 2017)  Please 
book ........ place(s). 

  I/We shall join the coach at Frensham / Dockenfield / Rowledge, I do/do not wish to buy 
lunch at Parham (please delete as appropriate) 

Name(s) and contact phone number 

 ..............................................................................................  Signature  

Costs to include coach, garden entries, welcoming tea/coffee/biscuit and garden tour at 
Parham 

Members of National Trust    £30.00 (get free entry into Woolbeding Gardens) 

Non-Members of National Trust  £38.00 (No free entry into Woolbeding) 

Costs do not include lunch that can be bought at 2 venues in Parham Gardens 

Payment by bank transfer (BACS) to the Society’s Santander bank account: Sort Code 09 
01 28, account number: 81476443. However YOU MUST give your name as the reference 
otherwise we will not know who has paid, or,  Enclose cheque to Frensham and 
Dockenfield Horticultural Society for £ ........... 

Post to Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, Farnham Surrey, 
GU10 4HS, or email to  dwjbosence@btinternet.com 

 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence. Items for next Newsletter before the 15th 
of June please to be sent by email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, Jeffreys 
Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, GU104HS
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