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         September 2017 
Chairman’s letter 
 
Dear All 

With the welcome rain and a glorious sunny Bank Holiday weekend I hope your 
flowers, shrubs, seed heads, veg and fruit are all coming along nicely for next weekend’s 
Autumn Show (Take your entries to the Marindin Hall between 9.15 and 10.45 next 
Saturday). Also I trust you have had time to do some cooking, knitting and photography. 
Some of you may have heard rumours of “Muffingate” circulating the villages concerning 
the lack of success we have had with our original courgette muffin recipe (class 57). See 
details below from Penny Hearn and Ruth Murphy, but the long and short of it is that we 
now have two muffin classes and we recommend that you follow the recipe for Raspberry 
and White Chocolate Muffins which will be an additional Class 57b. 

Our final season of talks for the year will start with a tour of Irish Gardens by Geoff 
Peach, who we normally see as our friendly giant fruit and veg judge and occasional GQT 
expert. We anticipate an entertaining talk by this well-liked local horticultural expert. This is 
the last talk in the programme of talks organised by Anthea Graves. Thank you Anthea, for 
finding an interesting list of speakers and for organising these evening meetings. Sheila 
Aiken has taken over the role of organising talks so please let her have any suggestions 
you might have for future speakers. 

In the veg plot, it’s the change-over time of the year. Peas and beans may be going 
over, potatoes and onions are waiting to be harvested, and, winter greens are growing 
apace and need to be netted from birds and butterflies. This means space is available for 
other crops. As Charles Dowding said earlier in the year: “Keep those beds producing”. 
This could be crops planted in succession; this year I have been lucky with a perfect 
second crop of sweet corn to follow the first block of 8 which will be finished this week. Or, 
it could be late sowings like my second crop of French Beans planted 3 weeks ago and 
just showing flower buds. Or, sowings/planting out over last few weeks of winter salad 
crops (chicory, radicchio, winter lettuce and radish). Some of these might be a gamble, 
depending on what the weather has in store but from previous years’ experience it’s a 
gamble worth taking. 

Best wishes and looking forward to seeing your garden and kitchen produce next 
weekend. 
 

  
Dan Bosence     
(email  dwjbosence@btinternet.com  tel: 792442, address: Jefferys Cottage, Bealeswood 
Lane, Dockenfield, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 4HS) 
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Autumn Show, September 9th 

The date should be in all your diaries!  

If you can let Penny or Ruth have your entry forms by 12 noon on Thursday 7th 
September, or leave them at the village shop for collection, that would be great.  	

We are looking forward to seeing the fruits of your labour from the growing season! 

We are especially looking for giant pumpkins with all the rain we've had! But not holding 
out much hope for successful greens as I expect they'll all have been 'slugged'. 

STOP PRESS - Following feedback on the success (or lack of success!) of the Courgette 
Muffin recipe, and after much deliberation of the Council, it was agreed to have two class 
57s:  57a Courgette Muffin and 57b Raspberry and White Chocolate Muffin (tried and 
tested).  Copies of the recipe will be available at the village shop and as a download from 
our website.  You can also contact a council member for a copy. (and here it is, below) 

Looking forward to seeing you all there, and remember there will be tea and cake being 
served in the afternoon, so bring friends and family along to support and share in our 
successes. 
 
Finally, if you still have a cup from last year’s show, can you please make sure to bring it to 
the Marindin Hlall on the morning of the show.  Thanks, from the organizers Penny and 
Ruth:- 
(penny@hernibles.com 01252	794804) (ruth.murphy@bluedaisyblue.co.uk 01252	795466	) 

 
Class 57 b Raspberry and white chocolate muffins, three on a plate 
(recipe below: recipe makes 10) 
 
INGREDIENTS 
 
300 g self-raising flour 
 
1tsp (heaped) baking powder  
 
100 g unsalted butter 
 
100 g castor sugar 
 
2 large eggs 
 
200ml semi-skimmed milk 
 
150 g fresh raspberries  
 
100g  good quality white chocolate  (not milky bar)   
 
 
METHOD 
 
Heat the oven to 200c/ 180 fan/ gas mark 6 and line a muffin tin with 10 paper cases. 
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Cut the chocolate into chunks, not too small, you want to be able to taste them after the 
buns have cooked)  
 
Sieve the flour and baking powder into a large bowl and add the sugar. 
 
Melt the butter in a small bowl, and, in a separate bowl, whisk eggs and milk together, then 
pour the melted butter and the egg mix into the flour. 
Stir a little, but do not over-mix. 
 
Stir in half the raspberries and the chocolate. 
 
Spoon the mixture into the cases, dot with the remaining raspberries. 
 
Cook until golden brown (about 20-25 minutes) and select your best three for the show 
entry 
 
 
Our next talk: 
On Thursday September 28th, Geoff Peach will be talking on ‘A gardener’s look at 
Ireland’. Animals, plants, buildings gardens and places of interest in the Emerald isle - as 
seen through a gardener's' eyes. 
 
 
 
Ashridge Nurseries
 We have been sent this message by the online garden centre Ashridge Nurseries 
based in Somerset, who supply hedging, fruit trees, garden trees, bulbs, climbers, soft 
fruit, lavender, roses and more.  They are currently offering a 10% discount for members 
of gardening clubs, groups, and horticultural societies. They wondered if our Society might 
be interested :The website is https://www.ashridgetrees.co.uk/ and they also publish a lot 
of useful advice about all manner of gardening topics.  The 10% discount code is HORT10 
(you can enter this at the checkout stage).  
If anyone does buy from them, could you send us feedback please, for example your 
experience of using website, delivery times/quality and products received, to share with 
members. 
 
 
 

Some words on box bushes from Caroline Plant  
 
 Members will remember we asked if anybody was interested in taking box bushes 
being removed by the new owners of Dot Othen’s garden, who wanted a clean sweep of 
lawn for their new family.   They were put in touch with your very own President, Caroline 
Plant, and getting on for 100 box bushes about 2 feet high were dug out from their current 
position, taken in builders' bags to the garden of Caroline, who had arranged for 
indentured serfs to dig a trench on her property (see picture below. . ) 
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in which a number of bushes are heeled in pending collection by interested 
parties;  a few were planted here and there in her garden to turn into topiary 
one day;  and the majority have been distributed amongst a number of 
grateful recipients.    

If anybody else has some interesting plants they would like to get rid of 
- remember we are grateful to take them at the October plant sale (Saturday 
7th October, Village Shop, 9.30-11.00) or, next year at the Frensham Fayre! 

 

 

Plantsman’s days at Bury Court, Bentley 

“How plant fashions change the nature of British gardens” by Marina 
Christopher 

September 27th 2017 (11.30- 3.30, £7.50 including garden tour):   

A two course lunch, including morning coffee, can be pre-booked a week in 
advance by telephoning Marina on 01420 560695 or by emailing 
marina@phoenixperennialplants.co.uk. 

Marina Christopher will be coming to talk to the Hort and Prod about plant 
propagation early next year (probably March). Details in next years booklet. 
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The Friends of the Victoria Garden, Farnham, are holding a talk by  

ANNE SWITHINBANK on "Favourite Plants for Year Round Colour".  

20th OCTOBER at 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

at The Main Hall, St Joan’s Centre, Tilford Road, Farnham 

Tickets will cost £12.50 each and will include refreshments. 

If you are interested, contact Alison Gordon, Tel: 01252 793026 

(no tickets available at the door) 

 

 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence. Items for next Newsletter before the 
15th of June please to be sent by email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, 
Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, GU104HS 


