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Hello All! 
 
2018 is here; as of writing, I know we are over the festive season, as suddenly the news is 
full of Donald Trump and Brexit again.  Whooppee.  And once more, I am inexplicably 
absent from the New Year’s honours list. Enough to drive us all to the garden for some 
tranquillity and wellbeing.   Advice as to what to do in the garden in January always 
focuses on reading seed catalogues by the fire – am I the only one who longs in winter to 
get out into the fresh air and get ahead with jobs in the hope that this year, maybe, I will be 
ahead of the game (and the weeds) and my garden will be better than it ever has been in 
the main flowering seasons?   Hope springs eternal!   I read once that plants grow when 
the temperature (averaged over 24 hours) is at 6 degrees C or more – and it is visibly a 
fact that weeds and grass can be seen in my garden to be still growing now in January, 
despite a few days in December when the ground has been frozen. 
 
2018 is the 70th anniversary of the Society.   Many of us will remember the excellent 
60th anniversary celebration masterminded by Dan Bosence - a pig roast in the garden of 
the Spurlings in Dockenfield, lunch in a marquee, and a very enjoyable Gardeners’ 
Question Time.   The most impressive thing of all was that Dan managed to arrange a 
glorious sunny day for us all.    We are in the process of organizing a celebration for the 
70th anniversary celebration for this year – news (and a date) will be published anon. 
 
The first event of the year is once more a social evening – they always go down so 
well.   This will be held on Thursday 25th January at the Marindin Hall at 8 pm as usual - 
members are invited to bring in their favourite tools and explain (hopefully entertainingly) 
why they are so fond of them.  We had a similar evening a couple of years ago, and it was 
a very popular event.   It being Burns night, we will provide Scottish-inspired drinks and 
nibbles!   Thanks to Alison Gordon for offering to do this.   Dan Bosence is organizer for 
this event and would be very pleased if any members who can contribute can do so.   We 
are not expecting a formal presentation – just for people to stand up and talk whilst 
demonstrating the piece of equipment.   Please contact Dan if you can contribute 
(email:   dwjbosence@btinternet.com  tel:   792442, address:   Jefferys Cottage, 
Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 4HS).   We look forward to 
seeing you all there. 
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Membership renewal can be made at the social evening – we are holding the price at 
£15 per member for the year’s subscription, £25 for a couple. This represents excellent 
value, given the huge range of activities planned for 2018, and the discounts to be had 
from selected garden providers locally, which can easily more than cover the cost of 
membership: 
 

Thursday 25th January - Society social evening   
Thursday 22nd February – talk by Mark Dobell – The modern kitchen garden 
Thursday 22nd March – talk by Marina Christopher – Propagation the Phoenix 
way 
Saturday 7th April - Spring Show – 2.30 pm, Marindin Hall 
Thursday 26th April – talk by Tim Butler – Selborne lavender fields 
Thursday 24th May – talk by Jill Fry - Dragonflies, butterflies, orchids and wild 
flowers of South West Surrey 
Saturday 2nd June - Dockenfield Day – Plant sale 
Saturday 16th June - Frensham Fayre at Hollowdene recreation ground – plant 
sale 
Thursday 28th June – Members’ rose evening 
Saturday 1st September - Autumn Show – 2.30 pm, Marindin Hall 
Thursday 27th September – talk by John Negus – Undercover work:  growing 
house, conservatory and green house plants (this may take place in the Church of 
the Good Shepherd in Dockenfield – please watch out for announcements!) 
Saturday 6th October -Autumn plant and produce sale next to the Frensham 
village shop – 9.30 to 11.00 am 
Thursday 25th October - Annual General Meeting and Social evening 
Friday 23rd November - The President’s Supper at the Marindin Hall – 7.30 for 
8.00 pm 
Thursday 24th January 2019 - Society Social evening 
 

Caroline Plant 
(email:   caroline.tonkinxxx@gmail.com tel:   793991, address:   Warrenside, Frensham, 
Surrey, GU10 4HS) 

 
 
Jobs for January in the garden – the RHS suggests the following;  I (Caroline Plant) give 
my take on this advice: 
 

• Recycle your Christmas tree by shredding it for mulch (I don’t shred it – I throw piles 
of general garden detritus behind big shrubs such as rhododendrons and let it all rot 
down out of the way over a few years.   Branches in the like of Christmas trees 
provide useful cavities for small animals to overwinter.   And it’s less work than 
shredding.) 

• Clean pots and greenhouses ready for spring (surely you would do this when you 
empty the pot, rather than leave loads of dirty pots hanging around? 

• Dig over any vacant plots that have not been dug already (haven’t they heard of no-
dig gardening?) 
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• Disperse worm casts in lawns (life’s too short – they disperse themselves if you kick 
at them when you go past.   This is what I call a useful implementation of 
multitasking.) 

• Inspect stored tubers of Dahlia, Begonia and Canna for rots or drying out (I’m 
impressed by those of you who have the energy to dig plants up, store them and 
replant every year.   I specifically bought a canna which was touted as surviving 
winter underground if protected with a mulch over winter; it is in its fourth year 
undisturbed now.   I had the same variety some years ago which lasted for 7 years 
underground, finally succumbing to the cold in one of the snow years (2012?).   If 
you want to know what it is, I might have remembered the name by the Social 
evening!) 

• Prune apple and pear trees (if anybody out there would like advice – ask at the 
Social Evening!) 

• Start forcing rhubarb (I recall an episode of Gardeners’ World some years ago 
saying this was most efficacious with rhubarb planted in a greenhouse – by 
candlelight.   If anybody has done a controlled trial of this on their own property, we 
would love to hear.   As I type this on a January night, there are few things I fancy 
doing less than creeping round in the greenhouse in the dark with a candle.   
Presumably, you have to light your candle IN the greenhouse, as it would blow out 
on the way there….) 

• Plan your vegetable crop rotations for the coming season (sorry, I am too busy 
checking out the interesting new trees, shrubs and perennials without which my 
garden will not be complete, and my life will be sorely lacking)  

• Keep putting out food and water for hungry birds (we are on our third big bag of bird 
feed from the garden centre of the winter.   I can aver that the slightly more 
expensive bag I bought – with more sunflower seeds than the norm – is better value 
for money:  I am appalled at the way the birds just discard the “boring” seeds in 
favour of the sunflower seeds.   These then make a forest under the bird feeder, or 
get spoilt by the rain, if not hoovered up by the dog.   A bit like the children throwing 
their sprouts on the floor at mealtimes, as they knew the dogs would eat them.   I 
only realized how prevalent this practice was when my husband went away for a 
walking weekend with the dog once, and I was pretty shocked to see the volume of 
discarded vegetables on the floor under the kitchen table.) 

• Make a polythene shelter for outdoor peaches and nectarines, to protect against 
peach leaf curl (the only time I tried this, the polythene seemed to create a moist 
environment by the peaches, which developed a revolting mildew.)  

 
Here’s what I am actually up to at the moment: 
 

• weeding on days when the ground is soft enough to pull out roots 
• distributing chopped bark mulch on top of the weeded area in the hope they won’t 

regrow, and to keep moisture in in the summer (not strictly necessary in years like 
2017 when it seemed to rain for much of the summer.) 
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• pruning and shaping trees and shrubs in the dormant season when they are less 
likely to sucker (not when it is likely to be wet in the next 24 hours or so, as that 
allegedly allows diseases to be introduced to the plant – though if this is the case, 
why are we given advice to prune topiary when it is raining, as it keeps the shears 
free of sticky sap, but presumably would also allow for the ingress of disease?) 

• cutting back roses (good on a cold day when you can’t get the weeds out of the 
frozen ground, or when your back is aching from all the bending over weeding) 

• relocating shrubs - as Bob Flowerdew (he of the hippy long plait) once said in a 
magazine article I read – the best time to do a job in the garden is when you have 
time to get round to doing it.   Amen to that.  

	
Happy gardening, and we look forward to seeing you at the Social evening on 25th 
January! 
  
Caroline Plant 

A continuation of the slug-control debate 

Hopefully we won’t need to think about this till the spring, but Suzanne McLean writes to 
say that ‘earlier this year I used a spray of garlic boiled in water for about an hour to deter 
the slugs. It was pretty successful, a viola I have had for a few years that is always 
munched to the ground actually grew leaves and flowered.  

New Year’s resolutions: Spotted in the magazine ‘Kitchen Garden’ 

Sue Stickland ‘I am determined to be more ruthless this year. No hanging on to seed past 
its sow-by date; no pricking out more seedlings than I need; no leaving purple sprouting in 
the ground for one last picking when I have onions to plant (and we are sick of it anyway!). 
No letting my other half snooze by the fire when there is manure to shift. . . ‘ 

Bob Flowerdew ‘I promise to sow more thinly, and more often in many smaller batches, to 
sharpen my hoe and to use it more often, to water everything as soon as needed and to 
ventilate before it’s necessary. To harvest as soon as ready and to preserve and process 
that which I can’t eat fresh, to deadhead and neaten the ornamental garden, mow the 
grass religiously and keep the paths trim. Oh yes, and to enjoy myself while doing all this’ ! 

 
Strange growths in the lawn? 
Ruth Murphy asks if anyone else has strange growths popping up in their lawns: 
And as she wants to strip the lawn and create planting beds wanted to know what it was 
first! 
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She contacted the RHS and Dr Rebekah Robinson, Plant Health Scientist at RHS Wisley 
wrote “These are the fruiting body for an unusual fungus Geoglossum sp., commonly 
called a ‘black earth tongue’. They are not plant pathogens and will not cause harm to the 
lawn or any nearby plants or any new beds.  
There are many different fungi which live on dead and dying wood which can be harmless 
and beneficial in the garden.” 
 
She attached the link to Saprophytic fungi for more info. 
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=736 
 
 
If other members have had similar growths, do let Ruth Murphy or the newsletter know 
 

Chiltern Seeds 

I’ve been sent the Chiltern Seeds catalogue, which is full of usual and unusual perennials 
to grow from seed, many more than appear in the better-known larger companies’ lists. 
There is a separate veg seed catalogue, equally good reading. Is anyone interested in 
sharing an order for seed? They have a good website: 

https://www.chilternseeds.co.uk, which has many more illustrations, and includes annuals, 
and meadow-mixes. This company is not on the scale of the usual Suttons/T&M etc, which 
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may be the reason I always find different and interesting things to try. I love the challenge 
of growing from seed, even if not always successful. If anyone else would like to join in 
with an order, let me know! (ed) 

 
 

2017 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 
Subscriptions are held at same level as they have been since 2013 - £15.00 per member 
and £25 per couple, due January 2018.  
 
I/We enclose a cheque for £ ………. made out to Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural 
Society. Subs can also be paid by BACS transfer Sort Code 09-01-28, Account Number 
81476443 and please quote your surname so we can check who has paid! 
 
It is very helpful and economical if we can send your Newsletters and other information by 
Email and that way you will get all the pictures in colour! 
 
Yes- please send to my email address………………………………………………….. 
No- Please distribute paper copy to address below 
       (delete as appropriate)  
 
NAME(S) : …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS...................................................................................................................... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
TEL………………………………………………….. 
 
EMAIL………………………………………………. 
 
Please send form to the Membership Secretary, Annette Clayson, 39 Longhope 
Drive, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 4SN (tel. 01252 726618), or, bring this form and your 
subs to the January 25th evening meeting. 
 

 

 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence. Items for next Newsletter before the 15th of 
November please to be sent by email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, 
Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, GU104HS
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