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Chairman’s letter 
The Spring Show - although enjoyable as ever – had slightly fewer daffodils than the 
usual; the wind, rain and snow had smashed them down in many gardens.  But this was 
more than made up for by the number and quality of other entries – particularly 
arrangements of flowers, the cookery classes, and photography, about which the judges 
were very complimentary.  Their urging was – have a go, we are not fixated on some old 
fashioned notions of how things should be, we are looking for quality, style, freshness. 
 
As ever – a week after the Show, Spring came in big time on the Saturday, with the usual 
accompaniment of lawnmowers, strimmers, chainsaws and power tools all around.   And 
with the sun at last coaxing burgeoning growth – I checked the nascent lilies and found 
yes – lily beetles.   I thought the one good thing of a cold winter was that pests were 
supposed to be killed off!   Clearly not.   The count was – 2 lily beetles on Saturday, I had 
Sunday off from lily beetle hunt, 10 on Monday, 6 on Tuesday, 13 on Wednesday, 14 on 
Thursday…. And most of them, ahem, doing what pairs of animals like to do in the Spring.   
I found the same last year (a sudden surge in lily beetle activity in early Spring), but also 
noted that once I had killed off the first round of lily beetles before they got going, it was 
some months before any more sailed in.  (As an aside – my mother once said I was 
obsessed with my garden.   I think that is a bit of an exaggeration:  but I am definitely 
obsessed with lily beetles, and find in Spring I go round the garden straining my eyes for 
specks of red beetles amongst the lilies, and have to remind myself to look up at the 
magnolias in flower!). 
 
70th anniversary of the Society - lunch in celebration on Sunday 24th June, 12.00 for 
12.30 – a number of tickets have been sold, but there are still some available for £25 
each.   Tickets can be purchased by contacting Annette Clayson (telephone 01252 
726618, e-mail annette.clayson@twopenny.com) – or at the next talk, on Thursday 26th 
April – after which we will make tickets available to the wider public in order to defray 
expenses, so please do contact us sooner rather than later to avoid disappointment, as 
numbers Quinnettes can accommodate are not unlimited. 
 
The next talk, on 26th April in the Marindin Hall, is by Tim Butler of the Selbourne 
Lavender Fields.   Lavender was introduced there 19 years ago, and the business has 
grown to offer a range of lavender-based products.   Tim will talk – well – all about 
lavender!   For details see www.thelavenderfields.co.uk.   We will again be offering tea 
and coffee from 7.30 pm. 
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Last month’s talk on “Propagation the Phoenix Way” by Marina Christopher of Phoenix 
Perennial Plants of Medstead had very positive feedback from the members and guests 
who attended.  Sheila Aiken has written details of her methods and advice below; I note 
additionally a few points of interest that were new to me –  

• Don’t pick up small seeds to sow as the oils on your hands may inhibit germination 
• Seeds that need a period of proper cold (vernalisation) in order to germinate 

actually are best frozen – thawed – frozen, maybe multiple times, rather than being 
given one long period of cold - as the process breaks down oils in the seeds that, 
yes, once again, can inhibit germination 

 
The Frensham Scarecrow Festival is here again Saturday 5th – Monday 7th May.   We 
are putting together an entry on this year’s theme – we have a few volunteers, but if 
anybody else would like to help, please contact me soon on my details below. 

 
Caroline Plant 

(email:   caroline.tonkinxxx@gmail.com, tel:   01252 793991, address:   Warrenside, 
Frensham, Surrey, GU10 4HS) 

 
Lily beetle 
the editor asked Caroline how she finds the beetles so early in the year, especially if 
lilies are hardly above ground yet, and she sent the following very useful piece from the 
RHS website.  picture in centre shows the grubs. 
 
 

 
  

Lilies (Lilium species and hybrids), Giant lilies (Cardiocrinum species) and fritillaries 
(Fritillaria species) can be extensively defoliated by the common and widespread insect 
known as lily beetle or red lily beetle.... 
Lily beetle and its larvae are leaf-eating insects of lilies and fritillaries. The adult 
beetles are very occasionally found on other plants but lilies and fritillaries are the only 
plants on which eggs are laid and the grubs develop....  

 Red lily beetle overwinters as adult beetles in soil, leaf litter and other sheltered 
places. This could be anywhere, not necessarily in the vicinity of lilies and fritillaries. 
Consequently, there is no advantage in attempting to treat the soil below lily plants. The 
beetles begin emerging on sunny days in late March and April when they seek out the 
foliage of host plants.  

 Eggs are laid in small batches on the underside of leaves during April to mid-
summer. The eggs hatch and the larvae feed on the foliage. When fully fed, the larvae 
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go into the soil to pupate. The next generation of adult beetles emerges from mid-
summer onwards. These beetles add to the feeding damage but there is only one 
generation a year and these late summer adults will not mate and lay eggs until the 
following year. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
Thursday 26th April – talk by Tim Butler – Selborne lavender fields 
Thursday 24th May – unfortunately, Jill Fry cannot give her planned talk - 
Dragonflies, butterflies, orchids and wild flowers of South West Surrey:  Dan 
Bosence will kindly give a talk instead entitled “From Dinosaurs to Dahlias; the 
Geology, Landscape and Soils of Frensham and Dockenfield” – an updated version 
of a talk he gave at a village meeting some years ago in Dockenfield Church 
Saturday 2nd June - Dockenfield Day – Plant sale 
Saturday 16th June - Frensham Fayre at Hollowdene recreation ground – plant 
sale 
Sunday 24th June - 70th anniversary celebration of the Society (see Caroline’s 
letter, above), with a talk by Graham Gough from Marchant’s Hardy Plants in 
Sussex (visited on our society outing last year; this promises to be entertaining and 
inspiring!) 
Thursday 28th June – Members’ rose evening 
Saturday 1st September - Autumn Show – 2.30 pm, Marindin Hall 
Thursday 20th September – garden club outing to Oxford Botanic garden 
Thursday 27th September – talk by John Negus – Undercover work:  growing 
house, conservatory and green house plants (this may take place in the Church of 
the Good Shepherd in Dockenfield – please watch out for announcements!) 
Saturday 6th October - Autumn plant and produce sale next to the Frensham 
village shop – 9.30 to 11.00 am 
Thursday 25th October - Annual General Meeting and Social evening 
Friday 23rd November - The President’s Supper at the Marindin Hall – 7.30 for 
8.00 pm 
Thursday 24th January 2019 - Society Social evening 

 
 
Marina Christopher’s talk on propagation  ‘The Phoenix way’ 
 
 Most of Marina’s talk was concerned with growing from seed, and her method was 
quite revolutionary! 
 Her main concern was the growing medium for both sowing seed and for potting on, 
with her compost mixtures both having a high percentage of fine grit. 
Seed compost should run freely through your fingers even when wet and squeezed hard. 
She uses a mix of 1/3 seed compost, 1/3 loam-based compost (such as John Innes) and 
1/3 grit. 
 Sew  all varieties of seed into flat-bottomed 4” pots, filled  and then tamped level 
with “ a Plonker “  and cover the surface of the compost  with the seeds, sprinkling from 
the packet, not your hand, as  the growth of many seeds can be inhibited by the oils on 
your skin.  
 Cover with a thin layer of gravel and stand the pots on more gravel, and water as 
normal. The gravel keeps moisture on the surface so the seeds don’t dry out,  improving  
germination , and underneath the pot it  encourages the growth of long roots as the gravel 
will hold some water.  



 4 

 This gives you a densely packed pot with many seedlings. The samples which 
Marina brought with her had as many as 500 seedlings in, all looking incredibly healthy. 
Pot on when there are true leaves, large enough to hold. Potting compost should be about 
20% grit , she uses a mix of loam and  peat , or use a John innes compost. 
 Tip the pot upside down and either pull the seedlings out from the edge (holding the 
leaves) or cut out a chunk from the side with a knife. The roots will be long and straight 
and single seedlings can be easily separated. 
 Pot on into cell trays or separate pots . Fill with your compost mix and tap the tray 
or pot hard to settle the compost. 
 If potting on into a cell tray, and the roots are too long, just cut them short with a 
sharp knife and immediately put into moist compost. 
 Any seedlings not used can be put back into the original pot, filling it, if needed, with 
more compost.  
 Then, grow on and plant out as usual. 
       Sheila Aiken 
 
There was lots more, on collecting your own seeds, how to treat them for good 
germination and something on taking cuttings, too! 
  
News from Millais Nurseries 

‘We are delighted to announce that we have been granted a Royal Warrant of 
Appointment by His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales as supplier of 
Rhododendrons and Magnolias.’ 
Congratulations from all of us! 
 

Vegetable tubers and bulbs free for collection 
 Surplus to requirements but still OK to plant out in this later spring: 
 
Potatoes 
Charlotte second earlies  x9  
Pink Fir Apple maincrop x 13  
 
Onions 
Autumn Gold x10 
Red Baron x 28 
 
Contact Dan Bosence on dwjbosence@btinternet.com or 792442 
 
Gardening Workshop (Surrey Hills gardening school) 
 What to do in the Garden in Spring – 25th April 2018, 10am – 1pm 
 
Dear Surrey Gardeners, 
What a pleasure it has been to be in the garden with the sun shining at last!  Time to 
tackle some of those important spring jobs.  April is a busy time; with weeds growing fast 
and herbaceous perennials and shrubs springing into growth, propagating, feeding and 
tidying up borders are key priorities. 
 
For our April workshop, 
 
 *   We will learn how to identify and control the most common annual and perennial weeds 
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 *   I will demonstrate how to propagate asters and rudbekias by division and camellias by 
taking cuttings 
 *   I have also potted-up some dahlia tubers, so if you would like to learn how to take 
cuttings for flowers this year, please join us! 
 *   Feeding your plants in pots and in the borders is also key; we will review the various 
plant fertiliser products on the market 
 
As always, beginners and more experienced gardeners are welcome.  Please register on 
the website: 
www.surreyhillsgardeningschool.co.uk<http://www.surreyhillsgardeningschool.co.uk> 
 
I look forward to welcoming you to the Gardening School. 
With best wishes, 
Tracey 
www.surreyhillsgardeningschool.co.uk 
 
Some other events coming up in our area:
 

 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence. Items for next Newsletter before the 15th of May 
please to be sent by email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood 
Lane, Dockenfield, GU104HS

Bookham Open Gardens 
2018 

A variety of gardens for all 
to enjoy 

Sunday 17th June  
10 am – 5 pm 

Old Barn Hall (Church Rd, KT23 3PQ) open 
for ckets, garden maps, refreshments, 

stalls and raffle 
Free minibus service between gardens 

courtesy of Bookham Scouts & Manor House School 

Tickets:  £5 in advance from 19th May at The Vineries Garden 
Centre, Wishing Well, Bungalow Stores,  
Bartons Bookshop (Leatherhead), Old Barn Hall office 
(Mon, Wed, Fri 9.30-12) or on Village Day  
£6 on the day at the gardens or the Old Barn Hall 
Free for under 16s    Assistance dogs only 

Event sponsored by 

THE VINERIES 
Garden Centre 

Lower Road, Bookham 

 
In aid of the upkeep of the Old Barn Hall 

 
Bookham Community Associa on  

Charity no. 1148881 

www.bookhamopengardens.co.uk       Facebook: Bookham Open Gardens  
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