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Hello all,  
 
The early May Bank Holiday weekend saw the Scarecrow Festival in Frensham once more - 
we hope you enjoyed the Hort and Prod entry put together by Caroline, Dan and Chas (theme:  
famous Britons (no, not Caroline, Dan and Chas, the scarecrows) – Jack and the beanstalk “Fee fi 
fo fum, I smell the blood of and Englishman…”).   Jack, you will be pleased to hear, was Edward 
Scissorhands from the last festival 2-3 years ago, recycled and repurposed, with a new face and, 
yes, proper hands. Well – proper-ish.   And we gave him a clean shirt for the occasion. He seemed 

to go down well.   The most popular part of 
the tableau were the golden eggs that 
accompanied Jack, his beanstalk, his 
empty can of magic beans, and the hen that 
of course had laid the eggs.  The eggs were 
clearly irresistible to little hands and the 
tableau was reconfigured every time I 
looked, with the number of eggs going 
down every day, the ground littered with 
bits of golden shell (if you are a 3-4 year old 
picking up an egg which turns out to be an 
eggshell painted with golden Hammerite, 
you are probably going to be gripping too 
hard…)!  Sadly, the festival organizers 
didn’t say who did which scarecrow – an 
advertising opportunity lost for the Hort and 
Prod:  I will suggest to the organizers they 
say who make which scarecrow again next 
time. 
 
 

 

 

Dockenfield Day is on Saturday 2nd June, and Frensham Fayre on Saturday 16th June.   All 
plants to sell welcome – preferably potted up a week or more in advance so the plants have time to 
re-establish themselves by the day.  Dan and Pam Hibbert already have a wide range of veg 
available at Dockenfield Day - these	include:	Tomatoes	(Gardeners	Delight,	Sun	Gold,	Red	Cherry,	
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Marmande	and	Costoluto	Fiorentino),	Chili,	Sweet	Pepper,	Parsley,	Chives,	Squash	(Crown	Prince	
and	Uchiki	Kuri),	Melon,	Courgette,	Cucumber,	Rainbow	Chard,	Sweet	Corn,	Leeks,	Runner	Beans,	
Climbing	French	Beans. 

We have a few places left for our 70th anniversary celebration lunch at Quinettes in Churt on 
Sunday 24th June (12 for 12.30).   Anybody who is not a member of the Hort and Prod would like 
to join us is most welcome to join us in our celebration, there are still a few tickets available at £25 
each from annette.clayson@twopenny.com or by telephone on 01252-726618.    The celebration 
includes: a nice lunch, a birthday cake, a raffle including items donated by our local suppliers who 
kindly advertise with us in our Show Schedule every year and thereby help with the finances of the 
Hort and Prod, a talk by the entertaining Graham Gough of Marchants Hardy Plants, and sales of 
plants from his amazing nursery in Laughton, Sussex.    

The next talk, on 24th May in the Marindin Hall, is, let me remind you, now not (sadly) by Jill 
Fry, who planned to talk about “Dragonflies, butterflies, orchids and wild flowers of South West 
Surrey”.   Luckily for us, Dan Bosence is stepping into the breach and will give a talk instead 
entitled “From Dinosaurs to Dahlias; the Geology, Landscape and Soils of Frensham and 
Dockenfield” – an updated version of a talk he gave some years ago in Dockenfield Church, and 
which went down well. (more details below) 

 
Caroline Plant 

(email:   caroline.tonkinxxx@gmail.com, tel:   01252 793991, address:   Warrenside, Frensham, 
Surrey, GU10 4HS) 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
 
Thursday 24th May –Dan Bosence will give a talk entitled “From Dinosaurs to Dahlias; the 
Geology, Landscape and Soils of Frensham and Dockenfield”  
Saturday 2nd June - Dockenfield Day – Plant sale 
Saturday 16th June - Frensham Fayre at Hollowdene recreation ground – plant sale 
Sunday 24th June - 70th anniversary celebration of the Society (see Caroline’s letter, 
above) 
Thursday 28th June – Members’ rose evening 
Saturday 1st September - Autumn Show – 2.30 pm, Marindin Hall 
Thursday 20th September – garden club outing to Oxford Botanic garden 
Thursday 27th September – talk by John Negus – Undercover work:  growing house, 
conservatory and green house plants (this may take place in the Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Dockenfield – please watch out for announcements!) 
Saturday 6th October - Autumn plant and produce sale next to the Frensham village shop 
– 9.30 to 11.00 am 
Thursday 25th October - Annual General Meeting and Social evening 
Friday 23rd November - The President’s Supper at the Marindin Hall – 7.30 for 8.00 pm 
Thursday 24th January 2019 - Society Social evening 

 
 

Our next talk, Thursday May 24: refreshments 7.30, talk begins at 8pm 

From Dinosaurs to Dahlias; The geology, soils and landscapes of Frensham and 
Dockenfield – Dan Bosence 

Have you ever wondered why Frensham has sandy soil, and Dockenfield clay? Or why parts of 
Farnham are chalky, and some gardens in Dockenfield are full of gravel? 
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Did you know that some rocks (and therefore soils) are older than others? All this affects the local 
vegetation: wild flowers, trees and of course our gardening; but it also explains much about the 
landscape we know so well. 

This is your chance to hear the background to how all this came about, and how our hills, valleys 
and rivers have changed over millennia. 

 
A request 
New Zealand flax - phormium tenax 
I’m working on a project with plant fibres at the moment, and wondered if anyone who grows New 
Zealand flax would be prepared to let me have a leaf? I will own up and admit that I’ve pruned a 
couple from the plants outside the Marindin hall, but would love to try other colours, anything from 
maroon/purple to orange/red. It needs to be a healthy growing leaf (unfortunately the old dead 
ones are too brittle) and as long as possible. . . . I can collect. 
I’ve looked up growing conditions, and interestingly, this is a plant that doesn’t like boggy ground or 
heavy clay soils, so perhaps I’m more likely to find some in Frensham? 
Alison Bosence 
 
. . . and another request!  
What have people grown from seed this year? What has done well/badly? 
How are the garden plants doing generally, better or worse than usual?  
How are our dear garden pests doing? 
To start the ball rolling, I am puzzled by the lack of self-seeded opium poppies this year. I even 
sowed a new batch which appeared, then disappeared. I think I can guess the culprits though. . 
.are the slugs and snails worse than usual? 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor;  Alison Bosence.  I tems for next Newsletter before the 
15th of june please to be sent by email  albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, 
Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, GU104HS 

We would love to hear from you!
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