
 1 

FRENSHAM & DOCKENFIELD HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY NEWSLETTER no 130 
 
       July 2018 
Dear All 
Is this summer as bad as 1976 for gardeners?? With our wet 

winter and well-charged aquifers we are currently spared a hosepipe ban but many 
plants are struggling, some have collapsed and will recover but others might just die. 
Two pictures below sum it up for me. Carrots growing down cracks in my raised bed 
but bulb fennel loving the hot weather: 
 

     
 
 I think we can safely say that our Autumn Show will be a bit different this year 
reflecting the hot dry conditions. Details for all your entries, as always, are in your 
membership booklet. We have advertised all the Open Classes in the Frensham 
Parish Magazine and the Dockenfield Newsletter so encourage non-members to 
think about entering some exhibits, maybe some exotic tropical flowers or 
vegetables? We shall have another Newsletter with final arrangements for the Show 
in late August. The show organisers are  
Ruth Murphy  (ruth.murphy@bluedaisyblue.co.uk or phone 793267)  
and Chas Pell (cpell5253@aol.com or phone 795281)  
if you have any questions about the show. 

In this short Newsletter we have details of our garden outing that has been 
thoughtfully planned for the autumn when the weather will be cooler. Like last years 
outing, the trip is open to all so please ask family and friends to join us. This ensures 
we get more people on the coach and the finances work for the Society. The coach 
is the biggest expense. If we had saved this money for coach hire each year we 
would have enough to buy our own coach by now. 

Also included is Caroline’s report for the Herald on our 70th Anniversary party. 
Many thanks to all of you who took the trouble to write and thank us for organising 
the event. I remember looking across Quinettes hall during the lunch and every table 
was full of people enjoying the conversation, the food and the atmosphere. Writing 
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the front cover message give me the opportunity of thanking our Chairman Caroline 
Plant for organising this special event. 

 
Best wishes  

 
             President (writing for Caroline while she gets going with her new job!) 
 
 
 
 
70th Anniversary lunch 
 
For those who did not see, or maybe it has not yet come out in the Herald, this is 
Caroline’s piece submitted back in June: 
 
In 1948, a small entry in the Farnham Herald invited those interested in forming a 
gardening club in Frensham to meet in the Marindin Hall in Frensham on a certain 
date.   The club expanded to encompass Dockenfield, and we still meet in the 
Marindin Hall.   In order to fit all those wishing to come to our 70th anniversary lunch 
on Sunday 24th June, we hired the beautiful 17th centre barn in Churt, Quinnettes, 
for a lovely lunch on a resplendent day, followed by Graham Gough - opera singing 
proprietor of Marchants Hardy Plants - as guest speaker.   Members old and new 
were there - it should be noted that if all the current and former council members 
present had their years’ service totted up, it would run into the centuries!   To 
everyone’s delight, Graham bought some plants with him from his nursery for us to 
buy.   Graham’s specialities include late flowering perennials and grasses, and he 
showed us a number that are garden worthy yet were not known by the keen 
gardeners in the audience, plus refined and choice varieties of plants known and 
loved by us all.   A good day out - and roll on the 80th anniversary! 
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Garden Outing- Thursday 20th September 
Oxford Botanic Garden 

• inspiring herbaceous borders,  
• glasshouses that take you around the world from tropical forests to arid 

deserts,  
• get ideas to create your own arid garden! 
• the UK’s oldest botanic garden, 
• a year-round oasis of biodiversity with 6000 plant species, 
• Taxonomic beds, geographic beds and medicinal plant beds, 
• Woodland walk and literary trail. 

 
The details: 
The trip is open to friends, guests as well as members of the Society and as with 
previous years we will have multiple coach pick-up and drop-off points: 

Hollowdene (9.00 am),  
Dockenfield Church (9.10) and, 
Rowledge Square (9.20).  

Arrive about 11.00 am at Oxford Botanic Gardens, at coach drop-off point at 
Magdalen Bridge.  
Short (5 min?) walk to gardens 
Guided tour of gardens. 
Lunch will not be organised but there is no shortage of hostelries in Oxford and the 
gardens are close to the city centre. Picnics can be taken in the garden and there is 
a cafe for teas, cakes, ice creams etc. 
Time will then be made for visits to other College gardens, museums, shops etc. or 
for your own time in Oxford.  
Return trip will leave Oxford at 4.00pm at Magdalen Bridge pick-up point and back by 
5.30-6.00 to the three destinations. 
More details on the gardens can be obtained from their 
website https://www.obga.ox.ac.uk/visit-garden 
 
Cost will be £30 per person to cover coach, garden entry and tour.  This is the same 
price as our garden tour last year for NT members and £8 less for non-NT members. 
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Booking form 
 
Either fill in, cut out and post or email details 
Please book ........ place(s). 

 I/We shall join the coach at Frensham / Dockenfield / Rowledge (please delete as 
appropriate) 

Name(s) and contact phone number 

 .............................................................................................. Signature  

Payment by bank transfer (BACS) to the Society’s Santander bank account: Sort 
Code 09 01 28, account number: 81476443. However YOU MUST give your name 
as the reference otherwise we will not know who has paid, or, enclose cheque to 
Frensham and Dockenfield Horticultural Society for £ ........... 

Post to Dan Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, Farnham 
Surrey, GU10 4HS, or email to  dwjbosence@btinternet.com 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday 1st September - Autumn Show – 2.30 pm, Marindin Hall 

Thursday 20th September – garden club outing to Oxford Botanic garden 

Thursday 27th September – talk by John Negus – Undercover work:  growing 
house, conservatory and green house plants (this may take place in the 
Church of the Good Shepherd in Dockenfield – please watch out for 
announcements!) 

Saturday 6th October - Autumn plant and produce sale next to the Frensham 
village shop – 9.30 to 11.00 am 

Thursday 25th October - Annual General Meeting and Social evening 

Friday 23rd November - The President’s Supper at the Marindin Hall – 7.30 
for 8.00 pm 

Thursday 24th January 2019 - Society Social evening 

 
 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence. Items for next 
Newsletter please to be sent by email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to 
Alison Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, GU104HS 

We would love to hear from you!    Suggested topic: ‘what did/did not survive the 
drought?’ 


