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FRENSHAM & DOCKENFIELD 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
no 135     February 2019 
 

 
Hello all, 
 
Musing for the month - The current genial temperatures are today coaxing into flower 
snowdrops, crocus, the very fragrant pink flowered daphne bholua, camellia and 
abeliophyllum distichum – like a scented pinky forsythia – in my garden.   I’m musing on how 
we can sometimes be surprised by the growth habits of some of the plants we choose to 
grow – I was surprized that the very well behaved daphne bholua Jacqueline Postill decided 
after about 5 years that it was going to take over the garden by suckering;  I now have 7 or 8 
suckers planted distributed around the garden, all trying themselves to grow faster than the 
others.   The mother plant has become a thicket.   Nothing wrong with a thicket of daphne 
except it encroaches on everything else!   However, it is one of the few plants in the garden 
my husband has remarked upon, so clearly I cannot cut back too harshly.   I commented that 

something growing abundantly is good, 
but you can have too much of a good 
thing, but he said not in the case of this 
one – is he turning into a gardener?   
The other plant from the short list above 
which has done very well is the 
snowdrops:  one of the first things I 
planted when we moved into our house 
in Millbridge 22 years ago this month 
was 500 snowdrops bought “in the 
green”.   500 snowdrops sounds a lot, 
but actually if you bear in mind a clump 
might contain 20 snowdrops, that 

means 25 clumps.  They supposedly need moist soil, 
which I definitely don’t have, and the first snowdrops 
planted have only increased slowly.   Every year I dig 
up some of the larger clumps and distribute them 
round the garden (see picture above left of 
snowdrops in my garden in early morning mist today 
– if only it looked this tidy all year!).   But since we 
have had a pony about 12 years ago I have put a 
dollop of manure in with the distributed plants, and - 
unsurprisingly – their rate of increase has grown 
vastly:   moisture retaining organic matter and 
nutrients make a great basis for growth.   I improve 
with all sort of organic and even living mulches in my 
garden in order to retain moisture and warm the soil – 
one of which can be seen in the picture on the right – 
mulching on top of, and between, the snowdrops.   I 
dig up the snowdrops when they have finished 
flowering, at which point they seem to be just starting to grow roots; when replanted, they 
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flop around and look a mess, but that mess of foliage soon dies back.   I reckon I have 
covered something under a quarter of my approximately 1 acre garden with snowdrops so 
far, focussing on bits you can see from the house or the route my husband walks along 
when sorting out the animals early in the morning (pony first, to stop him bellowing at the 
world for his breakfast;  then the sheep;  then the chickens).   This year, I plan to plant some 
along the public footpath that runs along the side of our property as a cut through from the 
Frensham Road to the Reeds (lawyers and Planners among you please note:   only that part 
of the public footpath that is on our property – a previous occupant fenced off the garden 
from where the public are allowed to pass, for privacy’s sake, but part of it is our land).   This 
footpath adjoins the Reeds at the point the farmer’s permissive footpath starts, along which I 
see that en route to the electricity substation on the Reeds round the corner there are some 
snowdrops – whether from time immemorial (I doubt it, given the numbers) or garden 
escapees, I don’t know, but they are clearly happy there.  In any event – the snowdrops on 
the footpath along our house will join the (English) bluebells, the seeds of which I collected 
some years ago from those plants that are naturalized and cover maybe half an acre of our 
woodland (that coverage has definitely grown by 25% over the last 20 years and, when in 
flower, can be seen as a haze of blue in the distance from the Reeds) and which are 
beginning to establish themselves on the footpath.   Time from seed to flower in unimproved 
soil – over 12 years!  I calculate how long things take in the garden based on how big my 
daughters were at the time, and which dog we had.   As anybody knows who has tried it - 
(even selective) rewilding is not a quick fix.  
 
Membership renewals - Many of you have renewed your membership for 2019 – for those 
who have not yet got round to it, here’s a reminder – you can pay by cheque (payable to 
Frensham and Dockenfield Horticultural Society) or cash, but we would far prefer it if you 
could pay by Direct Debit online to the Hort and Prod Santander bank account number 
81476443, sort code 09-01-28 – please put your name in as a reference so we know whom 
the money is from!   The subscription this year is £20, or £35 for a couple, and a renewal 
form is at the back of this newsletter.   
 
The February talk - is as usual at the Marindin Hall, 7.30 for 8.00 p.m., on Thursday 28th 
February.   Paul Patton is speaking on  is “Growing for the kitchen” based on his experience 
as gardening consultant, writer, speaker and broadcaster for BBC Southern Counties Radio 
– he favours the more unusual and exotic crops! 
 
Things going on at the the Hort and Prod this year – we are firming up on the items 
proposed at the AGM, and have more on offer to boot.   Please read on to hear about some 
of these and let us know if you want to be involved! 
 

Caroline Plant (Chairman) 

Schedule in a nutshell as published in the Show Schedule for 2019 

Date Title 
28th February 2019 7.30 for 8 Talk – Paul Patton – Growing for 

the Kitchen 
28th March 2019 7.30 for 8 Talk Mark Saunders – Top Tips 

from the Head Gardener  
6 th April 2019 Spring Show 
25th April 2019 7.30 for 8 Talk Caroline Plant – Decorative 

Pruning   
23 rd May 2019 7.30 for 8 Talk Brenda Harold – The 

Genetics of Cultivated Plants 
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28th February 2019 7.30 for 8 Talk – Paul Patton – Growing for 

the Kitchen 
28th March 2019 7.30 for 8 Talk Mark Saunders – Top Tips 

from the Head Gardener  
6 th April 2019 Spring Show 
25th April 2019 7.30 for 8 Talk Caroline Plant – Decorative 

Pruning   
23 rd May 2019 7.30 for 8 Talk Brenda Harold – The 

Genetics of Cultivated Plants 
1st June 2019 Dockenfield Day stall 
15th June 2019 Frensham Fayre stall 
June 2019 (TBC) Garden Outing Woolbeding 

Gardens, Midhurst 
27th June 2019 7.30 for 8 Rose Evening 
14th September 2019   Autumn Show 
28th September 2019 Garden Outing RHS Wisley, with 

guided tour 
5th October 2019 9.30 to 11 Plant Sale, Village Shop 
24th October 2019  AGM 
22nd November 2019 7.30 for 8 President’s Supper 
23rd January 2020 7.30 for 8 Social Evening 
 
Our next talk: ‘Growing for the Kitchen’ – Paul Patton 
This coming Thursday, Feb 28th 
 This speaker is well known for his enjoyable talks. This one covers growing many 
delicious & interesting fruit, vegetables, herbs & salad crops, with a few ideas on preserving 
and extending the use and production of crops over the whole year. 
   
 Paul is a horticultural consultant, writer, speaker and broadcaster, who has over fifty 
years’ experience in growing and looking after plants. He specialises in plant care, including 
pest, disease and weed control, together with expertise in feeding, growing media and 
traditional growing techniques.  
 He has been involved with the RHS & other shows across the UK, including thirty 
years at the Chelsea Flowers Show. 
 He is enthusiastic to encourage gardeners to support and understand the importance 
of wild life in gardens and to involve youngsters in food production and the natural world.  
Growing  fruit & vegetables for his family, bee keeping & chickens are amongst his  interests 
in retirement.   
 
A New Opportunity for our society: 
Do we want to take part in an RHS Affiliated Society Flower and Produce Competition in 
September? 
  
As an RHS Affiliated Society we have been invited to consider taking part in the ‘Growing 
Together’ Flower and Produce Competition on 8 and 9 September 2019.  This a new 
competition, which aims at showcasing the range of growing skills and creativity in each society 
and to encourage  teamwork amongst members. 
 
The competition will be staged during the RHS Wisley Flower Show, in the National Dahlia 
Society Marquee. 
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What does that mean?  Each exhibitor is given a 1m x 1m square space covered in 
green hessian, upon which we must interpret the theme ’Treasures of the Earth’. 
 
Our ‘exhibit’ must include at least 10 dahlias (min of 3 cultivars) and can include edibles and 
flowers, along with jams, chutneys, etc produced from our plots/gardens. 
 
The timings for the event are: 
Staging: 6pm – 9pm Friday 6 Sept 
Judging:  8am Saturday 7 Sept 
Prize giving: late Sat am (time TBC) and entries must be on display until 3.30pm. 
 
The council want your views on the following as soon as possible please by email 
to ruth.murphy@burtleys.com  
a) whether you think we should take part 
b) would you be willing to provide any produce for the entry  
c) you would like to be involved in the design and layout of our exhibit 
 
Space is limited to 25 entries and as at today, there are still spaces available.  But exhibits space 
are on a first come first served basis so we would need to indicated our desire to take part by the 
beginning of March. 
 

Other talks in the area 

 
 
SPRING PLANT SHOW: April 6th 
 Only just over a month away, and (at present) spring has arrived! Are you beginning 
to wonder if all the daffodils will be over? Who knows what the weather has in store.. . . 
hopefully not another ‘beast from the east’. It’s time to start looking for your best pot plant 
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and nurturing it hopefully, studying the recipes and classes in the show handbook, and 
wandering round the garden to see what might be waking up. Whatever the weather has in 
store, there is bound to be something in the schedule that you can find in your garden to fill 
the Marindin Hall with spring cheer. 
If you were lucky enough to win a silver cup last time, please could you return it (clean) in 
time for the show. 

 
Outing to Woolbeding Garden on Friday 21st June 2019 

 

 

	
We	have	had	a	good	response	to	our	suggestion	of	another	outing	to	Woolbeding	
Garden	in	Midhurst	on	Friday	21st	June.	We	have	secured	an	afternoon	group	booking	
to	the	garden,	and	we	have	had	enough	interest	to	book	a	coach.	This	means	we	can	be	
dropped	of	and	collected	from	the	garden,	avoiding	queueing	for	the	shuttle	bus	from	
Midhurst,	and	for	those	of	us	who	are	not	National	Trust	Members	a	slightly	cheaper	
entrance	fee	of	£8.10.		
 
The coach will leave Dockenfield at 11.30am and pick up at the Frensham recreation 
ground before arriving at Woolbeding around 12.30. The coach will collect us again 
at 16.45 just before the gardens close.  
 
THERE IS STILL TIME TO JOIN THE OUTING IF YOU ARE INTERESTED.  
	
Remember	you	can	invite	family	and	friends.	Lunch,	tea	and	coffee	are	available	in	the	
lovely	Orchard	Café.		
	
The	cost	will	be	as	below	(depending	on	numbers)	
	
Adult	ticket		
plus	coach	fare	

Coach	fare	only	
	

	 	
£8.10	+	15.00	 NT	free	+	£15.00	
NT	–	National	Trust	members		
	
Please can you contact Suzanne McLean  
(If you have already let me know that you are coming I will email you direct for payment). 
01252 792231     e: suzanne.mclean07@btinternet.com 
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2019 FDHS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 
As agreed at the AGM, subscriptions have been increased this year for the first time in 5 years, 
new subscriptions are - £20.00 per member and £35 per couple, due January 2019. 
 
We would like to receive subscription payments via BACS transfer if possible Sort Code 09-01-
28, Account Number 81476443, and please quote your surname so that we can check who has 
paid! 
 
Alternatively, please send a cheque or bring along to the meeting on Thursday with the 
following form: 
 
I/We enclose a cheque for £ ………. made out to Frensham & Dockenfield Horticultural Society. 
 
(Feel free to also use the form or Email to the membership secretary, to update any personal 
information so that we can be sure to contact you about the FDHS activities throughout the 
year) 
 
It is very helpful and economical if we can send your Newsletters and other information by 
Email and that way you will get all the pictures in colour! 
 
Yes- please send to my email address………………………………………………….. 
 
No- Please distribute paper copy to address below 
 
       (delete as appropriate) 
 
 NAME(S) : …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
  
 
ADDRESS...................................................................................................................... 
 
  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
  
 
TEL………………………………………………….. 
 
  
EMAIL………………………………………………. 
 
  
 
Please send form to the Membership Secretary, Sharon Bleach, Dragonfly, Hammondswood 
Road, Frensham, GU10 3EH (tel. 01252 792993, email: bleachsharon@gmail.com), or bring 
this form and your subs to the January 24th social evening meeting. 
 
 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence. Items for next Newsletter please to be sent by 
email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield, GU104HS 


