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Hello all, 
 
Looking at what I wrote last month, I can see that although some plants had started to 
flower, most were sparse – I now have a cascade of camellias (will there be any left to bring 
to the Spring Show?), daffodils, cherry trees, and even some magnolias and rhododendrons.   
My magnolia stellata has flowered the earliest in its 30+ year history, with the first flowers 
opening on 10th March – with the hybrid pale pink flowered “Leonard Messel” just a few days 
behind; the previous earliest for the magnolia stellata was the 20-somethingth of March.   
The magnolia stellata was planted originally in the small front garden of my next door 
neighbours when I lived in Wimbledon even before I met my husband; when the owner died, 
the magnolia was offered to me in his memory.   I slapped it, then only a few years old and 
no more than 18” or 50 cm tall, in a pot, where I am embarrassed to admit I totally ignored it 
for the few years it was there.   How it survived, I don’t know, but it certainly did not grow an 
inch in that period; when I moved to Frensham and decided to plant it in the garden, it was 
almost impossible to pull it out of the pot, so congested were the roots.   But when it got into 
the soil, it clearly made up for lost time.   Many of you will know I am very keen on mulching 
(you may remember last month I demonstrated sleeping dog as a soil warming mulch in a 
photo).   For the magnolia, I used the feathers from some manky old pillows I had brought 
from the house in Wimbledon, and I think they must have provided some nutrients, because 
the magnolia has done well in a rather exposed position ever since.   But although the 
magnolia stellata is always early, many plants are still only beginning to be in bud, which is 
just as well – there are a few plants I want to move before growth starts, particularly a later-
flowering magnolia which was suffering so badly from coral spot disease that I cut it right 
down to the ground, thinking that was that, but it has resprouted again.   Since I planted 
something else to grow in its stead, I am going to try to move the magnolia, which might well 
be an undertaking too far.   I have been surprised how even big shrubs (we’re talking here 
about established shrubs the same size as me) can move surprisingly well with not as much 
rootball as might be ideal.   I don’t plant things intending to move them, but sometimes 
things grow in a way you don’t expect, or I just have a better idea of what might be a better 
site for a plant.  

The March talk is ***at the Church of the Good Shepherd in Dockenfield*** at the usual 
time of 7.30 for 8.00 p.m., on Thursday 28th March.   Mark Sunders, Head Gardener at 
Fittleworth House near Pulborough, is speaking on the topic of “Top Tips from the Head 
Gardener”.   Given he looks after 3 acres of planting with mixed borders, roses, 
rhododendrons and an enormous 112ft tall Cedar of Lebanon overlooking the wisteria 
covered Grade II listed Georgian house, wildlife-friendly habitats and the walled kitchen 
garden, he should have tips to interest just about the most picky audience!   We look forward 
to seeing you there. 
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The Spring Show of course is on soon – Saturday 6th April 
at the Marindin Hall.   When I first joined the Hort and Prod, I 
remember wondering if I would really be allowed to put an 
entry in the Show as a newcomer as I had only ever heard 
about flower shows in documentaries or comedies making 
fun of the seriousness and intensity of the experience (or 
even the likes of Midsomer Murders, come to that):  as a 
Mum working full time and with young children, I certainly 
didn’t have time for all the primping associated.   As soon as I 
got involved, I realized it wasn’t like that at all, that it was very 
friendly (see the picture of the friendly Council Member on the 
right helping oversee the placing of entries) with everybody 
enjoying seeing the entries of all sorts; I think I got a second 
prize for my one entry – a camellia, if I recall correctly.   I am 
always pleased that many people in the village who are not 
members come to see the entries in the afternoon – apart 
from anything else, I think it is a good place to catch up with friends and have a hot drink and 
a cake for a remarkably good price!   All the classes are listed in the Show Schedule, so put 
in as many entries for as many classes as you wish – one entry per class. 
 
Happy gardening, 

Caroline Plant (Chairman) 

 

Schedule in a nutshell as published in the Show Schedule for 2019 

Date Title 
28th March 2019 7.30 for 8 Talk Mark Saunders – Top Tips 

from the Head Gardener  
6 th April 2019 Spring Show 
25th April 2019 7.30 for 8 Talk Caroline Plant – Decorative 

Pruning   
23 rd May 2019 7.30 for 8 Talk Brenda Harold – The 

Genetics of Cultivated Plants 
1st June 2019 Dockenfield Day stall 
15th June 2019 Frensham Fayre stall 
June 21st 2019  Garden Outing Woolbeding 

Gardens, Midhurst 
27th June 2019 7.30 for 8 Rose Evening 
14th September 2019   Autumn Show 
28th September 2019 Garden Outing RHS Wisley, with 

guided tour 
5th October 2019 9.30 to 11 Plant Sale, Village Shop 
24th October 2019  AGM 
22nd November 2019 7.30 for 8 President’s Supper 
23rd January 2020 7.30 for 8 Social Evening 
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March 28th  at the Church of the Good Shepherd in Dockenfield 
7.30 (tea, coffee and catch-up) for 8pm talk. Park on the same side of the road as the 
church. 
‘A selection of top gardening tips’  
Gardener, Photographer & Lecturer, Mark Saunders is well known to us as a lively and 
informative lecturer and he has hosted our Gardeners’ Question Time. Mark is head 
gardener at Fittleworth House, and this entry from his website 
(https://www.racingandgreen.com) gives some idea of his experience:   
Fittleworth House sits in a conservation area on the edge of the South Downs 
National Park in West Sussex. The current house dates from the 18th century 
and has been in the same family ownership for over fifty years. The main 
features of the garden are a fully productive working walled kitchen garden, 
growing a wide range of flowers, fruit, vegetables and herbs. There is a smaller 
walled area containing the large glasshouse and old potting shed. The Georgian 
house is covered in Wisteria whilst nearby stands one of the most magnificent 
Cedar of Lebanons in the South of England. 

Spring Show: April 6th. organisers Dan Bosence and Sharon Bleach 

 We may have the usual concerns about what will be out in time/over too 
soon for the Spring Show- (at the time of writing, we were under snow this time 
last year!) but in fact even if some daffodils may be over, there will always be a 
class that will fit something from our gardens:  primula, tulips, ‘miniature 
flowers’, foliage, shrubs, heathers, cactus. . . . .so there is no excuse, 
something can be found to enter!  

 I’ve been asked to send out a message to encourage parents to encourage their 
children, or of course, grandchildren to submit photos for the Spring Show (Classes are 
“New Life”, “Family Pet” and “View from a Window”. Several classes, in addition to 
photography, are open to non-members: Home Industries, with classes ranging from a 
pot of marmalade, to Florentines to a “repurposed old garment”, and the special junior 
classes of baking cup cakes (aged 8-15) or decorate a cup cake (for under 8s) so it’s a 
good opportunity to involve younger generations or friends to join in. 

  Entries should as usual be delivered to the Marindin Hall between 9.15am and 
10.45am.  All flowers, shrubs, potted plants and vegetables must have been grown by 
the entrant.   Preserves must be in a plain-lidded jar with no logos/decorations, and any 
other food entries must be covered.   Recipes can be obtained from the Village Shop, the 
Show Schedule, or the website at https://fdhs.org.uk.   Photos should be unmounted 
prints not exceeding 22 x 26 cm. they may be cropped but not digitally enhanced.    

The Show is open 2.30pm - 4.00pm and the prize giving is at 3.45pm.  

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence. Items for next Newsletter please to be sent by 
email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, GU104HS 


