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Hello all, 
 
According to the weather forecast, it looks like it might now be warm enough to plant out 
delicate bedding plants, and any young plants that will be finished off by late frosts.   And of 
course if we leave it too long for bedding plants, they exhaust themselves in their tiny little 
plugs and then they dry out and starve.   Constant vigilance is required!   It is a busy time 
coming up in the gardening calendar as the fine weather encourages the weeds to romp 
away – but we also have a variety of great things to do with the Hort and Prod in the near 
future. 
 
The talk at the Marindin Hall on Thursday 23rd May (7.30 for 8) is by Dr. Brenda Harold 
– invited to us at the suggestion of a Hort and Prod member as she is a member of the 
Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland and a retired university lecturer who gives talks and 
courses about plants to those interested.  She has a PhD in plant cytogenetics but gives 
talks suitable for all levels of experience, and does a lot of work encouraging all to make the 
most of the wonderful natural flora and fauna that we are fortunate enough to have 
surrounding us in Dockenfield and Frensham.  Brenda will talk on the subject of “The 
Genetics of Cultivated Plants”, which from such a seasoned speaker I am sure will be as 
enjoyable as it will be informative.   
 
Dockenfield Day on Saturday 21st June and Frensham Fayre on Saturday 15th June are 
well established as having great stalls for flowers and veg plants grown in local gardens for 
sale – the Hort and Prod’s stall at the Frensham Fayre always has good takings, 30% of 
which go towards the Fayre charities, the rest goes towards defraying expenses of the Hort 
and Prod - but we are very grateful for any plants that members (or others, for that matter) 
can provide from their own gardens, preferably potted up a few weeks in advance, so they 
can recover and look good in time for the Fayre. The more variety, the better. 
 
Judges at this year’s Spring Show have asked us to 
spread the word about the non profit making Surrey Guild 
of Horticultural Judges and Lecturers, which broadly does 
what it says on the tin: affiliated to the Surrey Horticultural 
Federation (as it our own Hort and Prod), they to 
encourage and train up the RHS standards judges and 
lecturers for local Shows such as ours in Surrey and 
roundabouts.   Ron Watts, who was a speaker and judge 
for the Hort and Prod over many years, was at one point 
the Chairman; it is now Geoff Peach – also known to many 
of us.   The Surrey Guild asked us to say that they would 
be only too pleased to invite any of our members who are 
interested to train to be a judge to contact them via 
http://www.surreyhorticulturaljudgesandlecturers.co.uk/get-involved/.    
  

Happy gardening! - Caroline Plant (Chairman) 
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Schedule in a nutshell as published in the Show Schedule for 2019 

Date Title 
23 rd May 2019 7.30 for 8 Talk Brenda Harold – The Genetics of Cultivated Plants 
1st June 2019 Dockenfield Day stall 
15th June 2019 Frensham Fayre stall 
21st June 2019  Garden Outing Woolbeding Gardens, Midhurst 
27th June 2019 7.30 for 8 Rose Evening 
14th September 2019   Autumn Show 
28th September 2019 Garden Outing RHS Wisley, with guided tour 
5th October 2019 9.30 to 11 Plant Sale, Village Shop 
24th October 2019  AGM 
22nd November 2019 7.30 for 8 President’s Supper 
23rd January 2020 7.30 for 8 Social Evening 
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Next Talk Thursday 23rd, Dr Brenda Harold 
 Here is a bit more information about our next speaker, thanks to Sue Green, who 
knows her.  
 She was a warden of various wildlife sites around where she lived doing plant 
surveys, and there was a need to provide training in the identification of wild flowers.  She 
wrote a course that initially she shared with her small group, gradually this grew and she 
was posting/emailing it to others.  Sue stepped in at this point and designed a website for 
her (see below). A feature of the course (that now covers the whole of the British Isles - 
including Ireland) is that every student is attached to a Tutor, who is geographically close to 
them, so knows local conditions, flowering times etc.  It is now in its 7th year on-line, has the 
sponsorship of the BSBI and the FSC.  You can see the Intro to the course at 
https://identiplant.co.uk/identwp19/.   
 Although the talk is not about wild flowers, this site is worth a visit, and our speaker is 
evidently knowledgeable across the plant kingdom. 
 
Our previous talk: Decorative Pruning 
 On April 25th, Caroline Plant was our speaker, and for anyone who missed it, I 
thought I’d do a brief summary. It was fascinating! We know Caroline is keen on topiary and 
has various on-going projects in her garden depicting members of her family, both 2- and 4-
legged. But for her talk, she concentrated on traditions in topiary in different parts of the 
world, notable the difference between Eastern and Western approaches. 
 In the East, ‘cloud pruning’ is taken to amazing extremes, with areas of bushes 
pruned into undulating solid masses, and even a forest where tops of trees are pruned into 
unnatural but extraordinarily effective soft cloudy forms. 
 We are more familiar with the other famous Eastern tradition of Bonsai, but what 
struck me here was the time it takes. This is a process that requires years and years for the 
tree to take shape, especially as root pruning is also used to slow growth, so that one 
lifetime is hardly enough to create a perfect Bonsai tree. 
 Back home in Europe, we have gone for more formal Topiary, often depicting lifelike 
animals and birds as well as imitation architectural columns and roundels. Caroline took us 
on a whistle-stop tour of Britain and France, and left us feeling that it would be an exciting 
project to try, and that it would be better to start sooner in life than later! 
 
 
New bases for some of our silver cups 
 

 see next page. . . . .  
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 Some of you may have noticed that the bases of some of our cups are running out of space 
for additional names. As some of the cups go back to the late 1940s and are awarded annually this is 
no surprise. Council have been discussing the various ways in which this might be achieved and, as 
the cups bases come in lots of different shapes and designs it was decided that we should take 
advantage of the woodworking skills of one of our members, Tony Moore, to turn some new cup 
bases. The picture shows three splendid new bases turned by Tony out of well seasoned beech. This 
was the wood of choice because of the fineness of its grain and that seasoned beech blanks can be 
bought at a reasonable price. Next time you see Tony please give him a big thank you!  
 The next stage in the job is to paint them black and get a new silver band made to fit the new 
bases so that the additional names can be engraved. This means that each cup has an unbroken 
record of the names of the winners of different classes over the years. We believe this is an important 
part of the recorded history of the Society and worth the effort in adding extra bases to the cups. The 
one downside is that if you win one of these cups the cup plus the base will now be a bit heavier than 
it was previously. However it will look more imposing in your trophy cabinet! 
 
Dan Bosence and Suzanne McLean 
 
Dockenfield Open Gardens 
 Four gardens are opening to raise funds for the Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice on Sunday 
June 9th. Keep the date!  
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Dockenfield open gardens, cont’d: 
 
 Coming from Frensham into Dockenfield, at the top of Bealeswood Lane (first lane 
on the right) is Sarah and John Stirling’s garden at Bugle House, where there are 
herbaceous borders, hardy perennials, a formal lawn leading through rose arches to the 
vegetable garden where they are experimenting with living arches. Follow on round to the 
orchard and a large area of set-aside to encourage wildlife/biodiversity. 
 Further down the lane on the left, Dan and Alison Bosence are opening Jeffreys 
Cottage with Dan’s extensive veg garden, and herbaceous borders, gravel garden, pots, 
stream, pond and bog garden. This coincides with Surrey Artists Open Studios (free entry) 
where 5 artists and makers will be exhibiting, and demonstrating painting, printmaking, 
pottery, jewellery, and dyeing yarns for knitting. 
 From here, a short walk up the lane and across Bealeswood Common gets you 
conveniently to the Bluebell pub, opposite which is the Potts’ garden at Hilltop Cottage. You 
may know Alex for her wonderful photos of butterflies, and from judging the photographic 
competition at our shows. She encourages butterflies and insects with her meadow planting. 
 From here, turn left along Batt’s Corner for the Rosling’s garden at Longridge House, 
where they have a formal lawn and terrace with herbaceous borders; a pergola; a small bog 
garden; a fruit and vegetable garden; a greenhouse; a meadow with wild flowers and a small 
woodland garden with fernery. Hidden amongst the trees is a treehouse. 
 Visit in any order, by car (driving round through the street) or on foot, -  and speaking 
as one who has opened the garden before (for the H & P) in pouring rain, let’s all hope for 
sunshine! 
 
 
and on the same day. . . .  

SURREY HORTICULTURAL FEDERATION 
Our 2019 GARDEN VISIT is on 

Sunday 9th June to	SHAMLEY WOOD HOUSE,	Woodhill	Lane,	Shamley	Green, 
Guildford,	GU5 0SP           (By very kind permission of Mr. and Mrs. Merriman) 

Garden entry from 2.30 – 4.30, teas available, £5 entry will be donated to the NGS 

For more details, contact Janet Arm on 01252 783133 or email janetarm@btinternet.com	

 

* Competition opportunity- call out to all members!  
 
 In September there is a competition for garden clubs in the Surrey Horticultural clubs 
association. It will be staged as part of the show at Wisley in September that includes the 
Dahlia Society Show. I applied for a place and we have got one! 
 We will be given a square metre of showing space to display produce and edibles 
made from the produce of our gardens, such as jams, chutneys, flowers and other 
decorative or display materials. The theme is “treasures of the earth. They want to see 
evidence of cooperation between members of the club and a good range and quality of 
exhibits. A few of the things we talked about were raspberry gin and elderflower cordial, as 
well as growing seeds for things like aubergine, squash, melon, cucumber, as well as more 
mainstream crops.  
 If anybody else is interested in joining in with this, please get in touch with me, or any 
member of the committee as soon as possible. We may well be asking nearer the time if 
anybody has some really good veg or flowers that could be included. 
 
my email is  sheila.aiken@btinternet.com  or phone 01428608367 
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* RHS Wisley Garden Outing and guided tour – Saturday 28 September 2019   

 I know, this is a little early to be thinking about a late summer visit when spring is 
only just getting into its stride.  However, with only two meetings and this, plus one other 
newsletter to go before our summer recess, it would be helpful to have an idea of who is 
interested in joining our group visit to RHS Wisley.   

 As RHS Wisley is on our doorstep, it is hoped that individuals could make their own 
way to Wisely, meeting at 10.30am for our guided tour.   After that you would be free to roam 
the site, shop, plant sales as you wish.  We envisage having a car share plan in place for the 
visit too, for those who don’t or would prefer not to drive. 

 If you would like to come, please contact Ruth Murphy on 01252 793267 or by 
email: ruth.murphy@burtleys.com  

Please also indicate whether you would require a lift.   

Full details of the visit will follow once we have an indication of numbers. (Ruth Murphy) 

(There is lots going on with new designs and developments at Wisley, so this guided tour 
would be informative and a different experience from a ‘normal’ visit. Also a chance to ask 
questions! – ed) 

Change of address 
Our secretary, Ruth Murphy’s email address has changed from the one published in 
the show schedule booklet - it is ruth.murphy@burtleys.com 
 
 
 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence. Items for next Newsletter please to be sent by 
email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield, GU104HS 
 
 

* notices that need a response (-: 


