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FRENSHAM & 
DOCKENFIELD 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER no 141 
September 2019 

 
Hello all, 
 
September this year is a busy month for the Hort 
and Prod, starting with the entry put together by 
Penny Garrard, Margaret Houston, Hilary Lake, 
Cheryl Savage, Bridgette Wilson, Jane Wood, and 
Sheila Aiken, for the RHS Wisley “Growing 
Together” competition with the theme 
“Treasures of the Earth”.   For those who have not 

seen the collage of the entry which 
was staged at the Autumn Show, we 
show a photo above of how it was 
presented at Wisley earlier this month.   
The team were awarded a certificate 
saying the entry was “Highly 
Commended”, which is gratifying for a 
first attempt.   The close up to the left 
shows the right hand corner in all its 
opulence. 

 
 
 
 
The Autumn Show on Saturday 14th September had a goodly total of 290 entries from 
27 people - an increase of nearly 40% over the number of entries in last year’s Autumn 
Show.  Many thanks to Ruth Murphy and Chas Pell for organizing the Show. 
 
 
Prizes won were as follows: 
 
Morris Cup, for the entry of highest merit in the entire show – won once again, as last year, 
by Chas Pell for his collection of vegetables, which also won the Atherton Cup in this 
category.   Chas’s entry is shown below. 
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Huitfeldt Cup - highest points total in entire show- won for another year by Jilly Steventon. 
Lee Jones Cup – for best roses- Jilly Steventon 
Hunt Cup - most original Floral arrangement - Caroline Plant – for her portrayal of her entry 
for “In the Detail” of filigree ferns with a tiny devil cut out of a red rhododendron leaf 
Hunter Cup - Highest points total, flowers, shrubs and potted plants - Jilly Steventon 
Bill Othen Vase – Dahlias - Jilly Steventon 
Stevens Cup – highest points total, vegetables – Chas Pell 
Earle Cup - highest points total, fruit – Roger Trout 
Wilson Bowl - highest points total , home industries – Kari Kleiven 
 
Machin-Cooke cup - photography – Nick Houston 

Prize for the most entries – Ruth Murphy  
 
Kari Kleiven scooped the junior entries, winning both the 
Dockenfield Cup for highest points entry for juniors and the Pat 
Mattin Cup for the Junior Flower Arranging class.   The Spring 
Show had a large number of entries form the children of St. Mary’s 
School in Frensham, but as the term had only just started when the 
Show took place, there was sadly not time to arrange for them to 
take part.   Kari’s bug hotel is shown on the left. 
 
Always popular are the open classes in the vegetable categories 
which are a bit of fun - The other fun class, for the most misshapen 
vegetable, was won by Roger Trout, with a carrot with octopus-like 
tentacles sprouting from all over. 
 
The prize for the best entry in the Pumpkin Class was won by 
Penny Hearn’s pumpkin, which at 21.5 kilos was not only 35% 
bigger than last year’s entry, but just the shape we would expect 
for Cinderella’s carriage.   This winning pumpkin was grown from 
seed nurtured by Annette Clayson – whose own pumpkin (ahem) 
was not so big, as witnessed here (above)!    
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Plant Sale – Saturday 5th October, 9.30 to 11 am  

Please note this will be taking place in a new location:  we cannot hold this outside the 
Village Shop as the forecourt will be full of materials for the refurbishment of the Shop.   
Matthew Burch Photography (opposite the Hollybush) has kindly offered use of the grass 
verge for this purpose.   Please bring your plants and produce for sale, and buy in turn! 

Happy gardening – Caroline Plant (Chairman) 

Schedule in a nutshell as published in the Show Schedule for 2019 

Date Title 
5th October 2019 9.30 to 11 Plant Sale, outside Matthew Burch Photography 

(opposite the Hollybush) 
24th October 2019  AGM 
22nd November 2019 7.30 for 8 President’s Supper 
23rd January 2020 7.30 for 8 Social Evening 
 
RHS Wisley Garden Outing and guided tour – Saturday 28 September 2019 
response needed straight away! An urgent message from Ruth Murphy 
 As at today, very few members have signed up for this trip and therefore, at present, 
we do not have enough people to meet the minimum number required to warrant a guided 
tour. 
 I have until this Friday (20 September) to either confirm numbers to the RHS OR 
cancel the trip.  This would be such a shame as this would be a wonderful opportunity to get 
an insiders view on Wisley and its plantings as well as hopefully picking up some useful 
snippets that we can take back to our own garden. 
 After the tour, which lasts around 1 1/2 hours, you are free to wander the site, visit 
the restaurants and peruse the shop and, most excitingly for me (and others), visit the plant 
centre. (new reception area, new shop, new plant sales area all finished recently- ed) 
 To recap: 
You will need to make your own way to RHS Wisley (unless you have already indicated 
otherwise to me) to meet outside by the main entrance from 10am.  The tour isn’t due to 
commence until 10.30am, but it will start on time and will not wait for stragglers. 
Charges 
 There is no charge for entry to Wisley, but there is a £3 per head charge for the 
tour.  Please pay me on the day (cash) or you can pay, quoting your name and Wisley on 
the transfer, via BACS to: 
 
Account  FDHS 
Sort code 09-01-28 
Account No 81476443  
Here’s hoping that this trip is able to go ahead and any queries, please call or email me. 
ruth.murphy@burtleys.com    tel 01252 793267   m  07786 176760 
 
Some more on ‘Growing Together’ at RHS Wisley autumn show 
 This was obviously a huge team effort, and I have shortened and mixed quotes from 
different participants to give an over-all picture of both the effort and rewards -editor:- 
 The team: Margaret Houston, Penny Garrard, Hilary Lake, Cheryl Savage, Bridgette 
Wilson, Jane Wood, and Sheila Aitken have been congratulated for representing our society, 
and gaining a ‘highly commended’ award.  
 Margaret, Penny and Hilary spent hours collecting fresh produce from members’ 
gardens, and a hectic 3 hours assembling the display on Friday night.  
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 Jane and Cheryl collected goodies from other members, Bridgette supplied the 
props, and thanks to those who gave fresh produce from their gardens: Iain, Dan, Chas and 
Jilly, Steve G and Stuart W. 
 Ruth supplied fabulous dried allium heads and all the team spent time planning, 
cooking jams, chutneys, wines etc, and sewing, brewing tea and baking cakes for planning 
meetings.  
 ‘It was very hard work, especially in the last day or so, but satisfying in the end – and 
it was fun, which is the point. Obviously it was a huge learning curve for us all but I think we 
would probably like to try again next year and see if we can improve on our entry. It was 
great fun planning and working together as a team and entering into the spirit of the 
competition. Wisley also had teething problems: there seemed to have been some confusion 
with some of their instructions which sadly meant setting up in not three hours but one and a 
half - and could have had a little more time fine tuning. But all in all it was a fun and 
rewarding experience. 
  Lessons have been learnt on all sides. All that said, we were then able to return the 
next day and really enjoy a wonderful day at Wisley’. 
 
Other events 
Rosy Hardy of Hardy’s Cottage Plants - a talk on Autumn Flowering Perennials 
St Joan’s Centre, Tilford Road, Farnham 
30 September 8pm 
tickets £12.50 from Alison Gordon 01252 793026 - no tickets on sale at the door! 
 
 
 
Adam Frost talk 2020 
 
Details on poster:  
 
Adam Frost is a presenter on BBC 
Gardeners’ World, but please note this will 
Thursday is also one of our Hort and Prod 
evenings! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Garden successes and failures of 2019 
 In the last newsletter I asked for any comments on how your gardening went this 
year. Every year I find some things do unexpectedly well, and others the opposite! 

The Surrey Horticultural Federation Spring Talk
Gardeners’ World Presenter, Horticulturist & Garden Designer

Adam Frost
will talk about his journey from a young boy, 

to an award-winning garden designer 
& television presenter 

7.30pm Thursday 26th March 2020
Normandy Village Hall, Manor Fruit Farm, 

Glaziers Lane, Normandy, GU3 2DE 
Tickets (including tea/coffee):

SHF Affiliated Clubs/Members: £7.50 in advance
Non-members/Visitors: £10 in advance

Cheques payable to Surrey Horticultural Federation, and sent to Secretary 
Janet Arm, Redleaf Nursery, Green Lane, Tilford, Farnham, GU10 2AP
Please enclose a S.A.E. Tickets bought in advance are non-refundable.

All tickets at the door £10 each
Any queries Tel: 01252-783133 or email: janetarm@btinternet.com

www.surreyhorticulturalfederation.org
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Here are some comments from one or two members:- 
 
Successes –  
Shrubs that have struggled until this year including Rose of Sharon, juniper and rosemary. 
Californian poppy, Eschscholzia californica, self seeded over the winter and so flowered 
amazingly well all summer (and has now seeded ready for next year, winter permitting) 
Pumpkins have done well, and everything in the greenhouse: tomatoes, chillis, cucumbers. 
Salad crops were good. 
Pears: a good crop on one tree that has never done well before! (NB see apples, below) 
 
Disappointments – 
Cosmos (none came up at all from three packets of seeds scattered, maybe that was the 
problem, relying on rain to water the seeds.....) 
Parsnips: almost no germination from 2 sowings (this was also experienced by a veg grower 
at the Hampton Court Flower Show) 
Apple trees, very few apples despite a fantastic showing of blossom in the Spring 
The soft fruit (plums, gooseberries, blackcurrants and redcurrants) where insects and 
'wildlife' got to everything before I did. (Sharon Bleach) 
I agree about the apples, good blossom but no fruit (ed) 
Cobaea Scandens, started off well, then collapsed and had no flowers 
Many perennials suffered from lack of rain and were/are smaller than usual: Phlox, Verbena, 
Japanese anemone, crocosmia 
Climbing beans, a very short season 
Potatoes, although good had small crops. 
 
One surprise; we have always netted our raspberries, but having never seen birds trying to 
eat them, this year we did not net, and have a bumper crop, no bird damage. What do others 
find? Do birds not eat raspberries? (editor) 
 
SEASONAL RECIPE – Sharon Bleach 
 
Apple and Walnut loaf - or how to enjoy at least some of the Apple harvest.  
(anyone got any apples to spare?) 
 
125g butter 
125g caster sugar 
2 large eggs 
125g sultanas or raisins 
100g walnuts (chopped) 
250g self raising flour 
1 teaspoon mixed spice 
1 large Bramley Apple or similar quantity of other apples (peeled, cored and chopped) 
 
Grease and line a 2lb loaf tin. 
 
Put all the ingredients in a bowl and mix well for 2 minutes or so. 
Turn into the loaf tin and bake at 350 degrees F or gas mark 4 for 1 hour. Reduce the oven 
temperature to 325 degrees F or gas mark 3 for a further 15 minutes.  
Turn out and cool on a wire tray. 
When the loaf is cold slice and serve with butter. 
 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence. Items for next Newsletter please to be sent by 
email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield, GU104HS 


