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FRENSHAM & DOCKENFIELD 
HORTICULATURAL SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER 
No 144  February 2020

Hello all, 

I write this as the central heating has packed up – following a visit from a solid fuel specialist 
to decommission our house-heating wood burning stove yesterday, as part of our kitchen 
refurbishment (for those who do not know – we have had our kitchen flooded by a dripping 
pipe and it needs to be totally stripped down, floors, joists and walls stripped of damp mould 
and reinstated).   It was of course a lovey cold and frosty morning today – so it was not 
much colder outside taking photos of a cold and frosty morning for the Spring Show photo 
competition than it was inside!   (Remember – the other Spring Show photographic classes 
are “Shadows” and “Feeding time”.) 

Who are we to argue with satirical writer ‘Ned’ Ward (1667-1731), a contemporary of 
Jonathan Swift, who advises us in his poem “February” - 

He who would, in this Month, be warm within, 
And when abroad, from Wet defend his Skin, 
His Morning’s draught should be of Sack or Sherry, 
And his Great Coat be made of Drab-de-berry*. 

*woollen cloth from Berry in France 

I might well give it a try if we still have no heating tomorrow morning. 

Lots of news is to be had in this Newsletter, but I start with the news that RHS Wisley is 
again running on 8-13th September the “Growing Together” competition for fruit and veg 
compositions by members of RHS-affiliated societies.   You will recall our first entry, last 
year, was highly commended; we have been accepted for an entry in the 2020 competition, 
the theme of which is “This is US!”   Sheila Aiken, who was part of the team who put 
together last year’s entry, has kindly said she will act as a focal point for people who would 
like to participate in putting together an entry for this year.   Would you like to take part?   If 
so - please contact Sheila on 01428-608367 or via Sheila.aiken@btinternet.com. 

Best wishes 

Caroline Plant (chairman) 

Forthcoming events -  

Date Title 
27th  February 2020 7.30 for 8 Talk Tim Woodland – Planting and growing summer 

bulbs (+ bulb sales)  
26th  March 2020 7.30 for 8 Talk Dr Peter Herring – Winkworth Arboretum, its trees 

and history 
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4th  April 2020 Spring Show 
23rd   April 2019 7.30 for 8 Talk Jackie Currie – Alliums, the genus and how to grow 

successfully and successionally 
23rd May 2020 2pm-4pm Compost workshop, Jeffreys Cottage, Dockenfield 
28th  May 2020 7.30 for 8 Talk Geoff Peach – Flower shows can be fun! 
6th  June 2020 Dockenfield Day stall 
20th  June 2020 Frensham Fayre stall and rose competition 
June 2020  Garden Outing - venue TBC 
5th  September 2020   Autumn Show 
24th  September 2020 Social Evening - Frensham Brewery 
October 2020 Garden Outing Autumn Colour – venue TBC 
22nd  October 2020  AGM and Social Evening 
27thNovember 2020 7.30 for 8 President’s Supper 
28th  January 2021 7.30 for 8 Talk Claire Brown – Plant Passion – Herbs for the table 

and the bouquet 

 

Do you like being out in the fresh air 
enjoying the beautiful countryside? 

Do you want to help in your local 
community? 

Why not consider 
joining the 
gardening teams 
at St Mary’s and 
The Good 
Shepherd 
churches. 

We are looking for extra team members to help us with the mowing 
and upkeep of the churchyards. 

At St Mary’s you will be working in a small team, mowing, strimming 
trimming, emptying the bins and keeping everything nice and tidy.   

At The Good Shepherd, we are introducing a new wild flower 
meadow this year – so mowing is really all that is required and this 
will not be onerous at all.  An exciting time to get involved and see 
how our new venture flourishes! 

How much time you want to spend is really up to you – the season 
spans from March to early October – and you can give as much or 
little time as you wish.  Typically, we meet every other Saturday from 
9am to 1pm at St Mary’s.  At the Good Shepherd it is really up to you 
when you want to mow as you will be doing this solo (it only really 
needs one person on a fortnightly basis). 

If you are interested, then please contact Eunice on 790690 or 
eunice.king@frenshamchurches.org.uk. 



 

 

3 

3 

Spring Show 4th April 2020 

  As the Spring Show date approaches we just thought it worthwhile reminding people who 
might like to enter that you have great opportunities over the coming weeks to prepare for entries in 
a few classes in particular! 

 Photography: the class themes are    

• A	cold	and	frosty	morning		
• Shadows	
• Feeding	time	

 Marmalade: time to get making, of course this does not need to be orange – you can be creative. 

 A horticultural themed pincushion. 

 Recipes: Note that in addition to being included in your latest membership booklet (yellow cover) all 
recipes are available via the FDHS website. 

 Cups and Bases: also for those of you who are holding cups from the previous Spring Show please 
could you return them to Suzanne or Sharon (beautifully polished of course) either before the Show 
or on the morning of the Show as you stage your entries. We would appreciate knowing in advance 
who will bring them along on the morning of the Show please. 

 We look forward to see you on 4th April. 

 Suzanne and Sharon 

Membership renewal: For those of you who are not yet in possession of your yellow membership 
booklet, please contact Sharon Bleach to renew your membership. Email 
address: bleachsharon@gmail.com 

 Gardening Workshops 
New for the Society this year will be the first of what we hope will be series of 

Gardening Workshops organised by the Hort and Prod. These will be run by various 
members of the Society and will be open for anyone (Members or non-members) to join and 
will be free to attend. The workshops will particularly welcome those who are new to 
gardening or have little experience. If you have friends or neighbours in the village who you 
think will be interested then please spread the word. We will advertise these in the 
Dockenfiedld Newsletter and the Frensham Parish Magazine. Hopefully they will attract 
those who have an interest in gardening but do not have much knowledge of what’s 
involved, -  and that they may become interested in joining the Hort and Prod. We really 
need more people to join the Society and keep it active in the villages. 

The first workshop will be on compost making. What could be more topical? 
Guaranteed to reduce your carbon footprint and enable you to recycle much of your garden 
and kitchen waste to produce beautiful flowers, fruit and veg? The workshop will cover the 
basics of composting, what to compost, design of bins, maintaining a successful compost 
heap and how to use it when ready. After that we shall serve tea/coffee and cake! 

All you need to do is let Dan Bosence know if you wish to join us for our first 
workshop from 2.00-4.00 on Saturday 23rd of May at Jeffreys Cottage, Bealeswood Lane, 
Dockenfield. Places will be limited to 10 because of the space around his compost bins, and 
to encourage questions and discussion. These will be allocated on a first come - first served 
basis. Please contact Dan on 792442 or dwjbosence@btinternet.com to reserve a place or 
to ask for more details.  
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Next Years "January Social” Evening 
 
 The sharp eyed among you will have noticed in the Members’ Handbook and 
Caroline's summary of this year's events that (moving into 2021) instead of our usual 
“January Social” we will have a talk on Herbs. This means that our normal “January Social” 
will be in February: but we still want to hear about your gardening interests and 
enthusiasms.  
 Having had 2 years of presentations on “Garden Projects”, next year we are asking if 
you can give us a short illustrated talk about “My Garden Through the Year” or, a particular 
bed or location in your garden that looks good at a certain time of year. The reason why we 
are telling you this now is so that you have plenty of time to take photographs to illustrate 
your hoped-for talk next February. Happy snapping. Dan Bosence 
(editor can’t resist a comment here: it’s always fascinating to see how one area can change 
with the seasons: different light, weather, and with different plants coming into bloom: time to 
start recording!) 

 
Winter salads in the greenhouse     Dan Bosence 
 
 Many of us in the Society have greenhouses but my recollection is that most people 
use them only in the summer for tomatoes, cucumbers, chillis, aubergines etc. This winter I 
wanted to try out some of the different winter lettuces that are available now from seed 
companies, and I though I might share the results as some do very much better than 
others.  I have raised beds with plenty of compost and no fancy heating system. This year 
there were no hot beds either as I didn’t get round to making them. If a frost is forecast I turn 
on a simple bar heater for the night but it only keeps the temperature a couple of degrees 
warmer than outside. And, it’s been a very mild winter so far. 
 All the salad crops were sown at the same time in October in general purpose 
compost in seed trays, and then the seedlings planted out in November as soon as the 
tomatoes could be finally harvested, and the remaining green ones kept to ripen in a tray in 
the kitchen. I think they lasted till nearly Christmas this year. They had 2 feeds of seaweed-
enriched liquid manure. 
 The pictures really tell the story as all the plants were treated the same. 
The first to crop are the Mixed Spicy Salad Leaves (? Suttons) which were ready in late 
December. They also do well in a large flowerpot, but the plants are smaller. 
 
L: Mixed Spicy Leaves in raised bed (with minor slug damage) : and R: in pot 
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 The lettuces; Winter Density (Cos variety) and Winter Imperial (standard, open type 
lettuce) are doing best and should be ready in late February or March. 
 The Little Gem can crop for most of the year so it was a trial to see if they would 
grow through the winter as well. Basically, they have struggled and not really worth growing. 
 I have also had success in the past with Marvel de Quatre Saison, an open lettuce 
with pink tinges, but the germination and subsequent growth was very poor (hence no 
picture). I don’t know why. Maybe the winter was too mild and I will try it again. 
 
Winter Density (cos type)  Winter Imperial (standard type) 

 
 
Little Gem 

 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence. Items for next Newsletter please to 
be sent by email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, 
Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, GU104HS 


