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Hello all, 

We sadly announce that The Autumn Show – due to take place on Saturday 5th September 
– the Council have decided is sadly too problematic to run safely.   We spent some time 
trying to work out how to organize routing people safely round the Marindin Hall, but there 
are too many pinch points, and too many points in a Show at which a number of people 
need to come together.   All things considered, trying to stagger people arriving, putting out 
their wares, viewing the Show later, then coming back a third time to pick up their exhibits 
safely, with Social Distancing, could only be done with allotted timeslots, and would probably 
be too much trouble for most Members.   It would also not be possible to have the social 
element of sitting with friends with teas and cakes.  

What we suggest instead is as follows. 

Social Event on Thursday 24th September – there is currently a limit of 30 people who are 
allowed to congregate in Community Halls.   In current conditions, we do not think the 
Frensham Brewery will be suitable for our Social – if we needed to hold it inside because of 
the weather.   As we will not have spent Society funds on judges for the Spring and Autumn 
Shows, we plan to hold a social event in the Marindin Hall with snacks, wine and soft drinks 
provided, plus beer from Frensham Brewery.   At this event, we will ask each member to 
bring the one best thing in their garden (this could be a pumpkin, a few items of fruit, or a 
number of flower stems) at the time, and – as per the Rose Evening - we will ask people to 
vote for the 3 exhibits they think best;  there will be prizes for the entries attracting the 
greatest number of votes.   The layout of the Hall is such that there is entry of room in the 
two main halls for people to circulate.   (Bring something warm to wear – we will keep the 
window open for air to circulate!).   The guidance on what we are permitted to do is 
confused, so we will be reviewing this again – but this is the current plan. 

Dan Bosence’s vegetable plant sales raised a magnificent £360.05, half of which will be a 
donation to Vine Centre (£180) – matching funds of another £180 have been applied for 
from BP, as they have promised this for community projects. 

Let us hope we have lots of rain overnight as we certainly need it for our gardens! 

 

Caroline Plant 

Chairman 
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Forthcoming events, at the Marindin Hall unless stated otherwise -  
 

Date Title 
24th September 2020 Social Evening – Marindin Hall 
October 2020 Garden Outing Autumn Colour – venue TBC 
22nd October 2020  AGM and Social Evening 
27th November 2020 7.30 for 8 President’s Supper 
28th January 2021 7.30 for 8 Talk Claire Brown – Plant Passion – Herbs for the table and 

the bouquet 

 

Growing garlic – Neil Mumford 

 Last year, 2019 I tried growing Elephant Garlic but made the mistake of waiting until 
December to plant out my bulbs and on harvesting I was extremely disappointed with the 
results. 

 Garlic needs a real cold snap and several days of freezing weather to help it set 
bulbs and after purchasing my bulbs from the Garlic Farm in September last year, I set 
about planting them in early October. They were able to start sprouting and get some good 
anchorage in the ground before the onset of winter 

 
from the first picture, which does not really show their true magnificence. The small bulb has 
a circumference of 9 inches, whilst the largest (pictured) is 13 inches. They may not win any 
competitions but I am extremely pleased with the results. 



 

 

3 

3 

 The benefits are also shown in my normal garlics which were planted at the same 
time and although I am waiting still for the shallots (Longor) to be harvested, they are 
definitely showing a larger yield than the spring bulbs I planted. 

Blueberry bushes 

Michael Foster writes that over the past few years he has been trying to grow blueberries 
with very limited success. They have been nurtured and re-potted, but he is not having much 
success with them.  

Would anyone like to try and nurse 4 
plants back to health? Two are healthier 
than others as you can see: a nice 
challenge for a keen gardener and 
blueberry enthusiast 

Contact Michael for more information on 

michael.foster66@btinternet.com 

 

Plague, Pestilence and Predators (in the garden) – Alison Bosence 

 What a year it’s been so far. Apart from Covid19 and lockdown, the weather, too, has 
been extraordinary, and I wonder if this is why we have noticed a difference in some of the 
wildlife in our garden. 

 It began in the winter, when we were invaded by woodlice, in the house as well as in 
flowerpots and the greenhouse. At first it was just a bit strange, they didn’t seem to be doing 
any harm, but as we went into spring, I examined a pot of ginger-lilies that had overwintered 
in the greenhouse and should have been growing, and found the tops of the bulbs eaten 
right out, with woodlice everywhere. Having cleaned off the bulbs and re-potted them, they 
carried on as usual and are coming into flower, so no permanent damage there. But why so 
many woodlice? perhaps it was too wet for them outside? 

 Then into spring, and invasions of ants. Not just the ‘normal’ black ones that seem to 
live in flower pots, - and we did have them in our sunroom where we over-winter pot plants: 
but also nasty little orangey ones getting everywhere. . . . I realise now I might be giving 
away too much about the state of our house in lockdown. . .  

 Slugs and snails were less numerous during that extraordinary spring heatwave, and 
although now we are back to a normal English summer they have returned with a 
vengeance, most young tender plants have grown and are less susceptible to damage. 

 A recent pest discovered in other members’ gardens as well as our own has been a 
little grey caterpillar (not one, lots) on Solomon’s Seal, devastating the leaves. At least it has 
finished flowering. My resident scientist points out that it would need the plant to flower 
before destroying it so it can reproduce and feed it next year. This turns out to be the 
Solomon’s Seal sawfly larva. 
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 Butterflies are at work on our greens and nasturtiums as usual, nothing new there, 
and I’m not going to mention black fly. Or even greenfly. However we move up a notch with 
the next lot of plant predators. Again, we are not alone in this! Our strawberries live in a fruit 
cage, but we had none to eat this year. We kept watching, and eventually found one several 
yards away on the lawn. We searched and found a hole in the netting which we mended, 
and the next day the culprit was caught in the cage. . . squirrels! This hasn’t happened to us 
before, but we have since watched the little blighter making holes in the (softer) top netting 
and climbing in. Now, he’s after the tayberries, in the same cage. 

 Next are the deer. Having lost most of my flowering perennials for several years, 
especially Alstromeria, Day Lilies, Alchemilla, roses, evening primrose (special ones), 
geraniums and so on, we fenced the garden as thoroughly as possible and raised the height 
of the gate. This year, we thought we were there, and have been enjoying flowers not seen 
for a few years, until one day while we were having breakfast, a Muntjack sauntered past, 
and a few days later two Roe deer were grazing the front garden. Thank goodness, they 
have eaten (amongst other things) a rose we are not so fond of, leaving the lovely Rosa 
Moyesii ‘Geranium’ alone. I fell for this rose on a garden club outing to Pashley Manor a few 
years ago: it has single red flowers and amazing, dramatic hips, and I grew it from a cutting 
from Noreen Madgwick’s garden. 

 

 Last but not least of our new 
predators was finding Dan’s sweetcorn 
crop complelety trashed, smashed up and 
eaten. It could only be badgers? Beans 
and courgettes were next to the corn, and 
untouched. They knew what they wanted 
and took it. . . We know it has happened 
to other members, but this is a first for us. 
We like to think we welcome wildlife to the 
garden, but the truth is that like weeds, 
which are ‘a plant in the wrong place’, we 
would rather enjoy these creatures outside 
our boundary, not destroying plants we 
have nurtured. 

 

Since writing this piece, our family have suggested some remedies they have heard about.  
One (apparently tried and tested) idea is for painting stones to look like strawberries, which 
apparently fools birds. I’m not sure that squirrels would be put off, but another suggestion for 
stopping squirrels eating bird food is to sprinkle with chilli powder: the birds can’t taste it but 
squirrels don’t like it! I’m not sure about chilli powder on strawberries though . . .  
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H & P seed swap 

Just a reminder to start collecting seeds as they ripen for our ‘swap’ early next year: date to 
be confirmed, but it will be in time for sowing! I bought these envelopes at Pullingers in 
Farnham: roughly labelled at present while walking round the garden and tipping in the 
seeds, but to be properly organised and written clearly later! 

Any paper envelopes will do (so they can ‘breathe’ and not become damp), and 

seeds from any annual, biennial or 
perennial that you know grows from seed 
would be suitable, including vegetables. 

 
Seasonal recipe: Jamie Oliver’s Cucumber pickle 
Ingredients 

• 6 pickling cucumbers , or 2 regular-sized cucumbers  

• 2 banana shallots  

• 2 teaspoons mustard seeds  

• ½ teaspoon ground turmeric  

• 2 star anise  

• 75 g caster sugar  

• 150 ml vinegar FACEBOOKTWITTEREMAILPINTEREST 

Method 

1. Cut the pickling cucumbers in half lengthways, and slice regular ones through the middle, then 
into fingers. Peel and finely slice the shallots. 

2. Put the cucumbers and shallots in a colander. Sprinkle over 2 teaspoons of sea salt. After 45 
minutes, rinse well.  

3. Combine all the other ingredients in a pan and bring to the boil. Stir until the sugar dissolves.  
4. Fit the cucumbers snugly into a Kilner jar, then pour over the liquid. Seal and leave for at least 

24 hours. 

 
 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence. Items for next Newsletter please to 
be sent by email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, 
Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, GU104HS 


