
 

 

1 

1 

 

 
FRENSHAM & DOCKENFIELD 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER 
No 150  September 2020

Hello all, 

 The Council have spent so much time thinking of how we can arrange our events, 
only to find we can’t do them for some reason or another, it is a bit depressing.   We’ve 
decided that – given the progress of events – it is not feasible to run the Social Event later 
this month, which we are therefore cancelling.   We have decided that the best plan is to run 
the AGM by Zoom on Thursday 22nd October, as it needs to be done, but we will not go 
ahead with the other autumn events - the Autumn Colour outing (we’d have to go in groups 
in cars, not a good idea), and the President’s Supper.   We’ll re-evaluate at the end of the 
year, depending on whether Covid has come back with a vengeance!   But I have strong 
hopes of a vaccine coming along in the Spring, after which we should in time return to 
something approaching normal.   More detail on the AGM and the usual pack of accounts 
and the review of the year will follow in October. 

 
 Just as we are assessing our plans for the Hort and Prod, I am always reviewing the 
garden.   Who knows how long our weather will follow the pattern of the last three years – 
mild and at time very wet winters and a scorchingly hot summer for a number of weeks, 
followed by downpours in late summer.   However, it has been like that long enough for me 
to think I do need to review what I have in my garden.   Most of the garden needs to take 

care of itself as it is far too big to water.   
Mulching heavily helps a lot in summer, but 
I do water certain special shrubs – but I 
have decided that some of these have to 
go;  they are surviving, but not flourishing, 
or flowering properly – what is the point?   
So 
out 
have 
gone 
my 

edgeworthia chrysantha – I had (until earlier today) the 
regular plant which steals the scene in early Spring, 
with bunches of chrysanthemum-like scented yellow 
flowers on bare stems, followed by large and lush leaves;  and the rare red-orange form 
(rare = costs more and is hard to find).   They originate from Japan, where the weather is 
mild in the way it has been here lately, but they need the constant humidity Japan can 
provide – and we just can’t.   I love them, but I have to admit I had a sign of relief once they 
were out, as it has been impossible for them to thrive here.   However, there have been 
some successes with the changing weather pattern.    
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I bought the fern on the left – whose name I forget – thinking it was one I recognized that 

originates in Crete, and which can sometimes survive 
here.   It turns out to be of the same family, but 
originates in Northern Australia – where the 
temperature will never get very cold.   Surprisingly, this 
has flourished in a very sheltered spot in my garden 
(underneath a camellia, whose stem you can see in the 
picture, which in turn is underneath the canopy of a tree 
and 
with a good mulch, as you can see here – note the 
variegated begonia in front, 
which has survived two winters 
now, though is struggling a bit in 
the dry weather).   I would 
adjudge as another success the 
fact that my crinodendron 
hookerianum (Chilean lantern 

tree), shown on the right, and which 
does well in the temperature parts of 
Ireland, has for the first time produced 
fruit, with largish seeds inside.  This 
photo of the seed pod on the left shows 
the seeds surrounded by a bit of pulp – 
I will collect the seed and save them for the Seed Swap, 
which at this rate will take place early next year.    This plant 
wants moist conditions if possible, and has not flowered 
brilliantly the last couple of years – which I assume has meant 
that, like camellias and rhododendrons, flower buds will not 
form if it is too dry at a certain point.   But presumably seeds 
only form if it is hot enough!   Certainly, most advice on 
propagating crinodendrons focussed on taking cuttings. 

 
 
 Dan Bosence is planning to reinstate the Compost Making workshop he had 
intended to run earlier this year, but which was cancelled due to lockdown.   He has 
earmarked the morning of 17th October for this at his home (details below).   There are a 
few people who had signed up to this before, who will get priority of place for this:  Dan feels 
he can safely accommodate people from 5 households - it as, after all, to be in the open 
air.   If you would like to participate, please let Dan know via dwjbosence@btinternet.com or 
by telephone on 01252 792442 .   Please come suitably clad for the purpose in hand! 
          Caroline Plant 

Chairman 

 



 

 

3 

3 

 

Compost Making Workshop 

 Delayed by Lockdown, but not forgotten. This practical workshop will now run on 
Saturday 17th October this year (10.00 am, Jeffreys Cottage Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, 
GU10 4HS). Those who booked for the original workshop have all been contacted but there 
are still a few places left. Numbers will be restricted to current guidelines for meeting people 
outside (as of 9/9/20 this is 6).  

            The workshop will be held around Dan's compost bins and cover the basics of 
composting, what and what not to compost, design and siting of bins, maintaining a 
successful compost heap and how to use it when ready for soil fertility, mulching, and how it 
can be prepared for seed and potting compost. After that we shall serve tea/coffee and 
cake!  

  to reserve a place or to ask for more information. Final details will be sent to those 
who sign up to the workshop. 

Let Dan Bosence know if you wish to join us on 792442 or dwjbosence@btinternet.com to 
reserve a place or to ask for more details. 

 
Zoom AGM 
 During lockdown, many of us have become accustomed to using the Internet in ways 
we would never have imagined, including using Zoom to ‘virtually’ see friends and family, 
and to hold meetings. This system will be used for the AGM, and if anyone would like to take 
part and is not accustomed to using it, do ask one of us for help! 
 The link will be sent by email nearer the time, with instructions, and you won’t need 
to drive out into the dark and cold. You will then be able to watch and listen to the discussion 
at home (with your refreshment of choice). If you don’t want to raise any points, it’s still a 
good opportunity to raise a hand and vote. 
  
Subscriptions 
 This will be discussed at the AGM, but because so many events couldn’t take place, 
there is a proposal to ‘waive’ subscriptions for this year, and if you did pay, to carry these 
over into next year. 
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Summary of our Hort and Prod year so far:  
 It is worth taking a look at the ‘positives’: things we have achieved so far in this 
extraordinary this year.  
These are the events that have been, and will be possible : - 

• The Virtual Spring Show in April 

• Vegetable sales, which raised money for The Vine Centre Aldershot (Covid-19 

Community Support Response) and the Hort and Prod: throughout May 
• Compost making workshop, October 17 

Seed swap 2021 
 As you will remember we have agreed to run a members seed exchange for all the 
seeds everyone has been collecting after the very hot summer we have experienced this 
year.  
 
 We think that this is likely now to be at one of the first FDHS meetings in 2021. For 
now all you need to do is gather the seeds in your garden, dry them well and keep them 
somewhere cool and dry for the winter. If you can make a note of a few pointers about the 
plants that should emerge from the seeds you gather, it would probably be useful to those 
who will grow the seeds next year, for example - colour, height, name (whatever you know it 
by!).  
 
 More information to come as we sort out the meeting schedule for 2021. I hope you 
all enjoy gathering in your seeds as much as I am as I work around my garden.  
Sharon Bleach 
 
 
Book review - from Alison Gordon 
                                                 
 Bill Neal was an American chef and keen gardener. He wrote cookery books about 
southern American food and also gardening columns. 
                                                         
 This gardening book of his is described as “a Lexicon” which I think makes it sound 
rather uninteresting but I find I really enjoy using it.  I keep it handy to refer to when I want to 
find out what the Latin name of a plant really means. For example I know that Acer 
palmatum dissectum is an Acer with very finely cut, feathery leaves. However add 
'Flavescens' to the plant name and I find out it has been selected for its yellow colouring. My 
limited knowledge of Latin lets me work out some meanings but the a to z list of Latin terms 
is really needed. I still prefer browsing through a book when I can rather than using the 
technology we have nowadays.   
 
 On every page of this slim volume is a beautiful illustration to appreciate as well as a 
selection of facts and lore about famous gardeners, potions and references to plants in 
poetry and prose in the margin.  This combination makes for very interesting, sometimes 
amusing, reading.    
 
 
Charles Dowding 
 ‘No Dig’ gardener, Charles Dowding, has produced a 2021 calendar, which works 
well as a month-by-month guide throughout the year, and also provides timings for planting 
veg 
https://charlesdowding.co.uk/product/charles-dowding-gardening-calendar-2021/ 
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seasonal recipe: 
This recipe is from a friend we visited recently. We thought it was delicious and intriguing 
and asked for the recipe as we couldn’t guess the ingredients! Hopefully, your courgettes 
are still producing. 
 
Courgette, mint and feta soup 
 
850g courgettes (about 3 large ones), chopped 
2 tbsp oil 
I clove garlic – crushed 
600 ml veg stock 
100 g feta 
1 tbsp chopped mint 
 
Heat oil and cook courgettes and garlic until soft. Add stock and simmer 5 mins, add mint 
and feta. Stir over low heat until feta has melted. Blend and reheat gently. 
 
All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Alison Bosence. Items for next Newsletter please to 
be sent by email albosence@yahoo.com, or by post to Alison Bosence, Jeffreys Cottage, 
Bealeswood Lane, Dockenfield, GU104HS 


