
1 
 

 

 
 

 
During the next few days, I will send out/deliver your 2021 membership cards and also the 
centre pages with the 2021 calendar of events. We certainly hope that later in the year we 
will be back to meeting in person. Meantime we are scheduling Zoom events so that people 
can connect virtually and listen to some different topics. We will use the newsletter as the 
key means of providing updates to the programme as it develops or changes over the coming 
months. 
 
Following a conversation with Sheila Aiken, who was telling me about a Grayshott gardens 
initiative of getting members to check what is flowering in their gardens each month through 
the year, I went around my garden the other day looking for signs of life and was delighted 
and surprised to see a number of plants already (or for some maybe still) in flower. In addition 
to the Snowdrops, I saw: 
 

- Geranium Rozanne 
- Geranium macrorrhizum 
- Roses (Pearl Anniversary and Billet 

Doux) 
- Photinia Red Robin (only one plant 

though so clearly rather confused) 

 
- Rosemary plants (upright and 

prostrate) 
- Erigeron Kvarniensis 
- Viburnum 

 
 

 
Not quite as many flowers as Sheila found (22 plants in flower) in her garden but encouraging 
none the less. Definitely worth checking what you have hiding in those sheltered corners. 
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WELCOME TO 2021….       By Sharon Bleach 

Hello Everybody. Welcome to the first 
newsletter of 2021. The first good news is 
Spring is coming! I am certainly starting to 
notice slightly longer days and with the 
snowdrops in the garden coming into flower 
now and daffodil bulbs starting to break 
through it is clear that the plant life is already 
anticipating warmer days and nights. 
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Hello all, and a Happy New Year.   We in the Council have been planning a more lockdown-
resilient set of events for the next few months, which has been a surprisingly positive 
experience – thinking we can deliver a schedule that we can be pretty confident will go ahead!      
Many of you will know the Council have been calling up members over the last few weeks, 
asking your views as to what we should be doing in the FDHS generally, and under lockdown.   
We are going to have a brainstorming session shortly on what we should change, based on 
the feedback, and how.    

The first few talks will be as follows:  

Thursday 28th January at 8 pm: 
Claire Brown of Plantpassion, who grow seasonal 
and sustainable flowers – was due to talk about 
Herbs for the table and the bouquet – but as this talk 
is usually accompanied by real plants that the 
audience can feel and smell, and this is not feasible 
over Zoom, Claire will present instead on Flower 
Farming.   Now we have left the EU it will be good to 
have local growers who can fulfil our desire for fresh 
flowers.   We will send out details of how to connect 
on Zoom shortly 

 

Thursday 25th February at 8 pm: 
This was due to be a Social Evening with wine and 
nibbles in the Marindin Hall at which a selection of 
members would present on their own gardens (or 
a specific parts of their garden) through the year.   
Instead we will be Zooming again – of course, we 
can self-administer whichever refreshment we 
choose – but we will still have the member 
presentations.   We will need 5 or 6 presenters, 
each person speaking for 7-8 minutes, and so far 
are 2 confirmed – could we have volunteers 
please?   If you have photos, but not the 
wherewithal to put them into a presentation, I am 
happy to put them into slides if you tell me the 
order they are to appear!   We will not be purists 
about when each photo was taken, expecting each 
photo to have been taken in the last year.   We have 

had a number of members saying they would like to see more of other members’ gardens, so 
this is the chance!   Please contact me on 01252 753991 or caroline.tonkinxxx@gmail.com if 
you would like to present. 

CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE       By Caroline Plant 

https://www.plantpassion.co.uk/
mailto:caroline.tonkinxxx@gmail.com
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Thursday 25th March at 8 pm: 
Rescheduled to be Jackie Currie, garden designer and holder of a National Collection of 
alliums, who will give a Zoom about alliums (allia?).    
 

 
 
Spring Show:  
We feel it is unlikely we will be able to run any form of Spring Show this year so alas – we will 
run the classes over into next year. 
 

OTHER EVENTS –  

Seeds and seed exchange/swap – You may recall we have been exhorting members to save 
seeds and bag them up so they can be swapped with other members this Spring.   Sharon 
Bleach and Annabel Sommerfelt are planning as to how this will happen - see more details 
below.  

Shortly after seed distribution will be a…. 

Seed sowing workshop – A practical session to be run on Zoom by Ruth Murphy, unless 
lockdown restrictions are loosened so this can happen outside in the garden.   More details 
to come!  

 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST –  

Bees – An FDHS talk a couple of years ago on bees was well attended, so I thought I would let 
you know that the Government has just performed a U-turn and given approval for bee-killing 
pesticides to be sprayed in the UK.   The neonicotinoid pesticide to be used was banned by 
the EU for being poisonous to bees, but we are no longer part of the EU.  If you are concerned, 
you can follow up here. 
 
 

https://secure.avaaz.org/campaign/en/uk_neonics_21/?bpTBYlb&v=130913&cl=17894502766&_checksum=a21081dfd3b6b843b0743c57d86d88c46523ca95a0c5f000fc65dc755ab4b0c1
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Clematis is my favourite climbing plant, because if you choose a selection of different 
varieties, you could have flowers in the garden all year round. Some need to be pruned this 
month, to ensure a great summer display.  
 
There are three types of clematis. 
 
Type 1 - These are the ones that normally flower, March, April and into May and should only 
be pruned to tidy the plant up after flowering and keep it into a manageable shape. There are 
number of different Type1 Varieties.  
 
The delicate looking Christmas varieties. The evergreen Armandii, has large tropical looking 
leaves, is a vigorous and flowers in May.  Another very vigorous variety are the Montana’s, 
which will cover a shed or wall within two years and typically create a profusion of flower in 
April, Elizabeth and Reubens are two notable AGM names to consider. The last Type 1 are the 
Alpina varieties, such as Blue Dancer, Constance and Pink Flamingo. 
 
Type 2 - This is the variety that will normally flower twice, the first time around June and then 
again in August/September. These need to be given a light prune this month to tidy the plants 
up and then again after their first flush of flowers when they can be given a harder prune to 
keep them in shape and invigorate the plant. Nelly Moser and the President are the most 
popular and reliable of the Type 2’s. Two varieties that I will be buying for the new garden. 
 
Type 3 - Type 3’s typically start flowering from the end of June, throughout the summer and 
some into the autumn. These should be cut back now to about to about 12 inches above the 
ground, above a healthy pair of buds. You may think this is brutal, but it will spark the plant 
into life, maximise the flowering potential and reward you from June onwards. 
 
Having moved last August, I will also be ordering several Type 3, varieties for the new garden, 
which will include, Madame Julia Correvon, Etoile Violette and Princes Diana. 
 
They are hungry plants so when planting a clematis for the first time, ensure that you put 
plenty of compost in the hole. Make sure that you plant them about 6 inches deeper than 
they were in the pot, to encourage the plant to send up new shoots and avoid clematis wilt, 
which affects the Type 2 varieties. Lastly irrespective of when they are to flower, give the 
plant a hard prune, this will benefit the plants for years to come. 
 

 

CLEMATIS         By Neil Mumford 

The clematis shown in this 
photograph is Madame Julia 
Correvon, with the David Austin 
rose, ‘The Generous Gardener’ 
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“There are few things more comforting than making a real French onion soup - slowly cooked, 
caramelised onions that turn mellow and sweet in a broth laced with white wine and Cognac. 
The whole thing is finished off with crunchy baked croutons of crusty bread topped with 
melted, toasted cheese. If ever there was a winter stomach warmer, this is surely it!” 
 
Serves 6 
 
1½ lb (700 g) onions, thinly sliced 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
2 oz (50 g) butter 
2 cloves garlic, crushed 
½ level teaspoon granulated sugar 
2 pints (1.2 litres) good beef stock  
10 fl oz (275 ml) dry white wine 
2 tablespoons Cognac 
salt and freshly milled black pepper 
 

For the croutons: 
French bread or baguettine, cut into 1 
inch (2.5 cm) diagonal slices 
1 tablespoon olive oil 
1-2 cloves garlic, crushed 
 
To serve: 
6 large or 12 small croutons (see above) 
8 oz (225 g) Gruyère, grated 

Pre-heat the oven to gas mark 4, 350°F (180°C). 
 
1. First make the croutons – begin by drizzling the olive oil on to a large, solid baking-sheet, 

add the crushed garlic and then, using your hands, spread the oil and garlic all over the 

baking sheet. Now place the bread slices on top of the oil, then turn over each one so that 

both sides have been lightly coated with the oil. Bake them in the oven for 20-25 minutes 

till crispy and crunchy. 

2. Next place the saucepan or casserole on a high heat and melt the oil and butter together. 

When this is very hot, add the onions, garlic and sugar, and keep turning them from time 

to time until the edges of the onions have turned dark – this will take about 6 minutes. 

Then reduce the heat to its lowest setting and leave the onions to carry on cooking very 

slowly for about 30 minutes, by which time the base of the pan will be covered with a rich, 

nut brown, caramelised film.  

3. After that, pour in the stock and white wine, season, then stir with a wooden spoon, 

scraping the base of the pan well. As soon as it all comes up to simmering point, turn down 

the heat to its lowest setting, then go away and leave it to cook very gently, without a lid, 

for about 1 hour. 

4. All this can be done in advance but, when you're ready to serve the soup, bring it back up 

to simmering point, taste to check for seasoning – and if it's extra-cold outside, add a 

couple of tablespoons of Cognac! Warm the tureen or soup bowls in a low oven and pre-

heat the grill to its highest setting. Then ladle in the hot soup and top with the croutons, 

allowing them to float on the top of the soup.  

5. Now sprinkle the grated Gruyère thickly over the croutons and place the whole lot under 

the grill until the cheese is golden brown and bubbling. 

Serve immediately – and don't forget to warn your guests that everything is very hot 

SEASONAL RECIPE          French Onion Soup from Delia Smith’s Winter Collection
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The seed swap will be going ahead in February, which should allow plenty of time for 
everyone to bring on their seeds for good harvests and colourful displays in the summer.  
 
It would be really helpful if those of you with seeds to add in to the swap could email us 
(bleachsharon@gmail.com; annabelsommerfelt@gmail.com)  with details of what you have 
available to be included in the swap, by the end of January.  
 
We will make up the list of what is available and let you know in early February. It would be 
helpful if as far as possible, people included common names and brief information (e.g. colour 
and an idea of eventual height) about the seeds on the envelopes, so that people know what 
to expect! 
 
The plan is to have the seeds available during the week of 15th February at a few locations 
around the villages so that people can collect what they want in an appropriately socially 
distanced way. If anyone cannot collect seeds in person please also let us know and we will 
do what we can to provide any seeds you would like from the list and deliver them to you. 
 
We are very much looking forward to seeing what grows from this initiative and then we can 
decide later in the year if it should become an annual event on the FDHS calendar – hopefully 
one we can enjoy face to face in future. 
 

 
January 28th at 8pm – Flower Farming by Claire Brown of Plant Passion (Zoom meeting) 
Week of 15th February – Seed Swap (more information to follow) 
February 25th 8pm – Members gardens through 2020 (Zoom meeting) 
March 25th 8pm – Alliums by Jackie Currie (Zoom meeting). 
 

 
Any items for the next newsletter to Sharon Bleach by 14th February please. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor; Sharon Bleach. 
Items for next Newsletter please to be sent by email bleachsharon@gmail.com or 

by post to Dragonfly, Hammondswood Road, Frensham, GU10 3EH 

SEED SWAP      By Sharon Bleach & Annabel Sommerfelt 

OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS…       

AND FINALLY….       

mailto:bleachsharon@gmail.com
mailto:annabelsommerfelt@gmail.com
mailto:bleachsharon@gmail.com

