
  

1 
www.fdhs.org.uk 

 

Hello Everybody and welcome to a breezy 
Spring. The daffodils are now in full bloom and 
bringing such a cheery splash of colour to the 
garden.  I have been bringing the battered down 
daffodils indoors without feeling guilty about 
reducing the numbers in the garden. 
 
I sent out information about a talk on daffodils 
the other day. It seems that either I (or my 
computer!) had a problem and unfortunately 
no-one received the email before the talk!  
 
However, thanks to Suzanne McLean we do have 
access to a recording and that can be accessed 
by clicking here. Also access to a lovely 
presentation of photographs on miniature 
daffodils and that can be accessed here.  

 
COMING UP: The Council have been meeting by Zoom and are looking at a variety of options 
for things that we can all do to get together as lockdown eases over the coming months. 
Immediate dates for your diary for the Society meetings are: 
 
Thursday March 25th 8pm – Alliums by Jackie Currie (Zoom meeting) 
Thursday April 22nd 8pm – Bark by Caroline Plant (Zoom meeting) 
Thursday May 27th 8pm – Gardening the natural way by Adam Pascoe (Zoom meeting) 
 
For these meetings the Zoom ‘room’ will be open for a while before the presentation starts 
so that people can chat. Zoom details will be sent out by email to all members the day before 
the talk, so do keep an open for the email. 
 
ALTERNATIVE SPRING SHOW: We have decided to hold an Alternative Spring Show 2021. If 
people take a photo of their favourite or best performing plant over the Easter weekend and 
send that image to the following email address socialmedia@fdhs.org.uk  then the photos 
will be uploaded to the website in a similar way to the virtual Spring Show in 2020. No prizes 
or certificates, but at least we will all see how fantastically well things are progressing! 
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SEED SWAP: The seed ‘swap’ has now finished. We started out with over 300 packets of seeds 
collected by various members last year. Following the first week of members access to the 
seeds, which seemed to go quite well, we then consolidated the remaining seeds into a single 
box which was available at the Frensham Village Shop. We very much appreciate that we were 
able to do this and for the posting on the shop website which enabled us to share the seeds 
more widely within the local community. After 2 weeks of the seeds being available at the 
shop the few remaining packets of seeds were delivered to the Tilford Care Home who had 
asked for some to help create their gardens. So nice to think that the seeds from members 
gardens have now been circulated widely and will produce great displays. Please do send 
pictures of the plants you have grown which can be used on the website later in the year.  
 
SEED SOWING DEMONSTRATION: Ruth Murphy ran a super Zoom demonstration on sowing 
seeds last Saturday. It was great to see and hear how she and others on the call go about 
dealing with getting the best from their seeds. Now all we need is for members to have excess 
seedings in a few weeks time and we can sort out how to run a seedling swap too!! 
 
SEED GERMINATION TEST: Just in case any of you did not spot this last month – the following 
link takes you to a short video on how to test your seed germination which might be useful if 
you are not sure about how best to treat them or they have been hanging around for a few 
years waiting to be planted. This came to Dan from the Binsted Econetwork and shows how 
to test for germination. To watch this short video, please click here. 
 
FEBRUARY MEETING THANKS: We had a series of very good Zoom presentations at the 
February meeting with great presentations from a number of members on their gardens 
through the year. It was inspiring to see what people have done and to hear some of the 
stories associated with their gardens and plant choices. Thank you to everyone who 
presented, I really look forward to seeing the gardens in person at some point in the not too 
distant future. 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST –  

RHS Membership Special Offer: The RHS is currently running a special offer at the moment 
which might be useful to anyone looking for a present to give to someone with garden 
interest, or indeed for yourselves. An introductory offer - 12 months for the price of 9 months 
if you sign up for a Direct Debit renewal. https://www.rhs.org.uk/join/promo/4004  
 
Hampton Court Show Garden: Dan Bosence also tells me that Charles Dowding who was 
one of our speakers a few years ago, hopes to have a No Dig veg garden at Hampton Court, 
6-11th July this year. 
 
 https://www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/rhs-hampton-court-palace-garden-
festival/gardens/2021/the-rhs-no-dig-allotment-garden 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_OUhKDBYeQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.rhs.org.uk/join/promo/4004
https://www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/rhs-hampton-court-palace-garden-festival/gardens/2021/the-rhs-no-dig-allotment-garden
https://www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/rhs-hampton-court-palace-garden-festival/gardens/2021/the-rhs-no-dig-allotment-garden
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Hello all, Spring is moving on apace now;  the snowdrops in my garden have just about come 
and gone, and the early cherry blossom is just starting.   For once, the blossom on my 
ornamental apricot tree (prunus mume beni-chidori) has not been blighted by frost – the cold 
night we had a couple of weeks ago was just before the buds started to open.   Beni is 
Japanese for “red”, and there are a few Japanese maples with pinkish or red leaves that have 
the appellation “beni” as part of their name – acer palmatum beni shi chi henge (“red and 
changeful”), with variegated white/green/salmon pink leaves, acer palmatum beni Komachi 
(“red little girl”), with bright pink-red then darker red leaves.    This prunus mume Beni  Chidori 
plant (the one pictured is alas not mine – mine is still very small) has small flowers which show 

up well even on grey days because they are such a 
vibrant reddish pink – and, when the sun shines, they 
release a strong sweet scent.   These plants can be 
rather messy bushes, or - to my mind far better – they 
can be grafted on top of a short stem to make a lovely 
and (maybe with some pruning) well shaped tree.      
What does beni chidori mean?   “Red plover”.   Does it 
look like a plover?   I think we can see why it might have 
this name when you see the plover bird in the photo. 
    

Or it may be that there is something about the poise or 
movement of the plant that causes the Japanese to name it 
thus.  You might enjoy, as I did, seeing Suzurio Yoshiyanagi  
in the traditional Japanese dance, "The Plover Song" 
(Kengyo Yoshizawa) as shown in the picture below. You can 
watch a recording of the dance by following this link. 
 

 
Another even more strongly fragrant small tree, or tall 
slim bush, is the daphne – there are several versions 
thereof, and the most usual one flowering at this time 
of year is daphne bholua, which have pale pink flowers 
that last for weeks.   Mine are just coming to the end of 
their flowering now.   Annabel Sommerfelt had a lovely 
photo of one in her Zoom presentation of her garden 
through the year.   Best planted next to paths or access 
points, but the scent can travel several yards.  One of 
the few plants in the garden that my husband always 
comments on – and favourably.   And it just grows and 

you don’t have to do anything to it at all, until it starts suckering after a few years, where it is 
happy, and you can easily dig up the suckers and plant them elsewhere.   It is so wonderful 
after the gloom of winter to have this harbinger of spring.   At the moment we have had little 
rain for a fortnight, so a number of flowering plants that normally get a bit ruined in 
downpours are doing very well.   Let it continue! 

CHAIRMANS MUSINGS        by Caroline Plant 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wCgmXlDBwg
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2020 was a very good year for celeriac, maybe it was the really warm spring and summer, or 
maybe just the attention they got during Lockdown 1. The mild winter helped as I do not dig 
them up and store them in peat. I just cover with fleece and they keep through frosts, and, 
have done so far this year. So, I have been hunting out new celeriac recipes and this one’s 
adapted from Jane Grigson’s “Vegetable Book” (616 pages of preparation techniques and 
recipes from Artichokes to Yams). For 4 people: 
 
1 good sized celeriac or two small ones 
2 cloves of garlic 
Butter (about 100g) 
100g grated parmesan cheese 

½ tin of tomatoes 
2 pinches of chilli flakes 
50g bread crumbs 

 
Peel the celeriac, and cut into quarters. Slice into 3-4 mm slices and keep in acidulated water. 
Butter the inside of a lidded casserole. Arrange layers of celeriac, then garlic, parmesan 
cheese and then knob of butter until casserole is filled and all used up, but keep back some 
parmesan for topping. Blitz the tinned tomatoes and mix in chilli flakes and pour mixture into 
celeriac slices to fill spaces. Top off with bread crumbs and rest of the parmesan. 
Cover and place in hot (200oC) oven for 30 minutes, then transfer to low oven (100-120 oC) 
for 2 hours. Cooking time can be shortened if celeriac is parboiled first. For last 30 minutes 
remove lid of the casserole to crisp up the topping. 
 

For those of you keen to start visiting other gardens as soon as possible, the National Gardens 
Scheme (NGS) website https://ngs.org.uk/  is now showing a number of gardens that are 
expecting to open up to visitors over the coming few months. It appears that at this stage it 
is necessary to book timed entry tickets as numbers are limited. 

 

 
 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor Sharon Bleach. 
Items for next Newsletter please to be sent by email bleachsharon@gmail.com or 

by post to Dragonfly, Hammondswood Road, Frensham, GU10 3EH 
 

 

SEASONAL RECIPE - Celeriac alla Milanese  Recommended by Dan Bosence 

AND FINALLY….       

Items for the next newsletter to Sharon Bleach by 11th April please. It would be great to 
have a photo of flowers that are in bloom in your gardens, recipes or books you have 
enjoyed recently or suggestions for plants that grow well in the soils around here as well as 
any information you think should be shared with other members. 
 
 

https://ngs.org.uk/
mailto:bleachsharon@gmail.com

