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It seems no time at all since the last newsletter, 
except when it comes to the number of frosts 
and the amount of watering needed in the 
garden. I have had to start watering the pots 
already. We have had such a dry Spring and it 
shows in that the Wey is already very low, so we 
clearly have to prepare for summer now.  
 
With encouragement from our daughter who 
works in Climate Change, we are in the process 
of installing a 1600 litre water tank to collect rain 
water from our drive for the greenhouse and 
vegetable beds. It is now in situ and we just have 
to complete the connection to the drain pipe 
and then just need some rain to fill it! It will be 
good to able to use the hose to water that end 
of the garden rather than watering cans!  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMING UP: The Council have (again) been meeting by Zoom and are planning options for 
things that we can all do over the coming months. The Autumn Show is intended to go ahead 
unless the Covid situation prevents it, so do think about the classes in this show as you do 
your planning and planting over the coming weeks. Closer dates for your diary for the Society 
meetings are: 
 
▪ Thursday April 22nd 8pm – Bark by Caroline Plant (Zoom meeting) 
▪ Thursday May 27th 8pm – Gardening the natural way by Adam Pasco (Zoom meeting) 
▪ Late June – Get togethers in small groups in members gardens for tea and tours 
▪ Saturday 4th September – Autumn Show, Marindin Hall 
 
For the Zoom meetings, the Zoom ‘room’ will be open for 30 minutes before the presentation 
starts so that people can chat. Zoom details for this Thursday’s meeting are in the email 
accompanying this newsletter. 
 
 

 

FRENSHAM & 
DOCKENFIELD 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER 
No 155  April 2021 

 NEWS ….         By Sharon Bleach 

Flowering amelanchier lamarckii in the garden 



  

2 
www.fdhs.org.uk 

 

JUNIORS SUNFLOWER CLASS FOR FDHS AUTUMN SHOW: We have been discussing how best 
to provide good opportunities for children and families to be involved with FDHS in a way that 
is not too challenging and might inspire a life long interest in gardening. We already have 
classes in both the Spring and Autumn Show schedules that are open classes (meaning that 
the family does not need to be a member for children to enter these classes) and we do get 
some entries, but it can be quite varied numbers from show to show. We also recognise that 
it can be difficult for families if the shows clash with school holidays. So, for the Autumn Show 
this year we have decided to add a new class of ‘Sunflower’ to the competition for the juniors. 
We will be providing sunflower seeds for those that want them (probably via the village shop, 
but details will be updated next month here) and will take entries as photos to show how well 
the plants have done, so that no-one has to cut down their prized sunflowers to enter them 
in the show. Watch this space for more information and do encourage any 
children/grandchildren or neighbours to join in with this initiative. 
 
‘GROWING TOGETHER’ STAND AT WISLEY, SEPTEMBER 2021: As some of you may remember 
a team of members put together a great stand at the RHS Autumn show in Wisley a couple of 
years ago (pre-Covid). We have secured a place for the FDHS at the Wisley Flower Show in 
September this year and now need some volunteers to put together a stand to show what we 
as a society can do. So, anyone (or better still a team of people) interested in being involved 
in this please let Caroline Plant know who you are (caroline.tonkinxxx@gmail.com) and she 
can ensure that you get all the information. It will not be competition this year but does give 
us an opportunity to showcase FDHS and gain a RHS voucher for the effort of being involved. 
 
ALTERNATIVE SPRING SHOW: I hope you have all had an opportunity to look at the Spring 
Show photos on the website. Thank you to everyone who submitted photos and to Ruth 
Murphy for uploading them. Lovely to see how your gardens are coming along! 
 
SEED SOWING DEMONSTRATION FOLLOW UP: Ruth ran a follow up Zoom call to the initial 
workshop a few weeks ago. It was great to hear that on the whole things were starting to 
germinate and hopefully by now even more are coming through.   
 
MARCH MEETING ALLIUM PRESENTATION: Jackie Currie gave a very interesting talk about 
Alliums and how to choose the varieties to give colour through the year. Although we were 
unable to record her talk, you can find information on the Plant Heritage website here that 
has Jackie talking about varieties she recommends and how to care for your alliums. 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST –  

As FDHS is a member of the Surrey Horticultural Federation, our members are able to attend 
the open gardens organised by SHF. This year’s summer garden visits were planned for June 
but have been postponed until Sunday 18th July in the hope that lockdown rules are relaxed 
further and numbers are not as restricted. Two gardens are open on the same day and a £5 
ticket gives entry to both gardens until 5pm and refreshments are available in each garden:  
 
▪ 2 Chinthurst Lodge, Wonersh Common, GU5 0PR (open from 11:30am) 
▪ Vale End, Chilworth Road, Albury, GU5 9BE (open from 2:30pm) 

mailto:caroline.tonkinxxx@gmail.com
https://fdhs.org.uk/?page_id=1891
https://www.plantheritage.org.uk/media/2081/plant-heritage_autumn-2016-allium-jackie-currie.pdf


  

3 
www.fdhs.org.uk 

 

 
The inclement weather to date has delayed for many, outdoor seed sowing and planting of 
new perennials and annuals. But with the weather now improving, it will be time to get going 
on planting out and with that in mind, I am pleased to announce that we have been able to 
secure a new member’s benefit to compliment to existing arrangements. 
 
Hazelbank Nursery - new addition to discounts: 
Many of you know, Hazelbank nursery, situated just over the bridge in Tilford. The nursery 
was run by Graham, who unfortunately passed away in January from a heart attack. A lady 
named ‘Jack’, who has worked with the company for over 20 years, has taken on the reins 
and after conversations with me, has agreed, that our members can benefit from a 10% 
discount on their purchases. You will need to show a valid (2021) membership card, make 
sure you have signed it, to receive the discount. 
 
As you may be aware they grow most of their own perennials, annuals, and vegetable plants 
in the polytunnels on site and it is only the shrubs that are imported. They are currently 
revamping and restocking the entire nursery, so bear with them over the current weeks, as 
new stock keeps arriving. 
 
Existing Discounts: 
As some of you know, we moved 200 metres, to Gorse Cottages last August. For the whole 
month of January this year, we had the back garden landscaped, and since then have been 
cutting out beds, adding top soil, bark and compost. Laying down membranes, making raised 
beds and adding gravel onto paths. A substantial part of this came from Lindsay Clarke 
Brothers in Churt. Although we quote a 10% discount on your membership card, they actually 
give us the trade discount, which, I have discovered, since using them, that on some items, 
the discount is greater than 10%. 
 
We have also put in an Azalea and Rhododendron bed, alongside our Acers and used the 
multiple Chelsea Gold winners, Millais Nursery, on our doorstep in Churt for the plants. As a 
result, we have received more back in discounts than we have paid out for our joint 
membership fee to the society this year. 
 
It’s easy to forget the savings you can make, so to recap, as a member and on production of 
your 2021 membership card, you can receive discounts at the following: 
 
Andrews of Hindhead, Churt Garden Machinery, Harvest Wood, Lindsay Clarke Brothers, 
Millais Nursery and Squires Garden Centre (Milford) and now Hazelbank Nursery. 
 
I am currently contacting a number of other companies to see we can add more benefits to 
this list. If you have anyone you would like me to contact, or better still have any contacts in 
companies that could benefit society members, please email on:   marketing@fdhs.org.uk 
 
 
 

MAKING SAVINGS WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP   by Neil Mumford 

mailto:marketing@fdhs.org.uk
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As your asparagus is ready to harvest (or you see good bunches in the local shops) you might 
like to try this recipe. 
 

INGREDIENTS: 
900g asparagus 
50g butter 
1 medium onion finely chopped 
1 slightly rounded tablespoon of plain flour 

1 litre of hot chicken stock 
150 ml of double cream or crème fraiche 
Salt and freshly milled black pepper 

 
METHOD: 
Prepare the asparagus by cutting away and discarding the tough, stringy white ends of the 
stalks, reserve 12 asparagus tips to garnish the soup, then chop the green parts of the rest of 
the asparagus into 1 inch (2.5 cm) lengths. 
 
Next, melt the butter in a large saucepan over a gentle heat and cook the chopped onion in it 
for 5 minutes, keeping the heat low to prevent the onion colouring. 
 
Stir the asparagus into the melted butter and onion, then put a lid on and let it sweat for 
about 10 minutes, giving it a stir now and then. Sprinkle in the tablespoon of flour, stir again 
to soak up the juices and add the hot chicken stock, a little at a time, stirring after each 
addition. 
 
When all the stock is in, bring to simmering point, season with salt and freshly milled black 
pepper and keeping the heat low, let the soup barely simmer, partially covered, for 20-25 
minutes. Now you need to let the soup cool a little, then pour it into a blender and blend in 
batches (a large bowl is helpful here). Taste to check the seasoning. 
 
Finally, stir in the double cream or creme fraiche and the reserved asparagus tips. Re-heat 
gently for 3-4 minutes and serve very hot in warm soup bowls or alternatively, cool and chill 
thoroughly before serving in chilled bowls. 
 

 
 
 

All unattributed articles are by the Editor Sharon Bleach. 
Items for next Newsletter please to be sent by email bleachsharon@gmail.com  

SEASONAL RECIPE – Asparagus Soup (from Delia Smith online) 

AND FINALLY….       

Items for the next newsletter to Sharon Bleach by 17th May please. It would be great to 
have a photo of flowers that are in bloom in your gardens, recipes or books you have 
enjoyed recently or suggestions for plants that grow well in the soils around here, as well 
as any information you think should be shared with other members. 
 
 

mailto:bleachsharon@gmail.com

