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So last month I was concerned about the lack of 
water in the garden and how low the river was – 
not anymore!! 
 
It is fantastic that we have had enough rain to 
really soak the plants and to see the results in 
terms of how the trees have burst into leaf. The 
variety of different green tones around at this 
time of year are just amazing. The beech trees 
on the Farnham to Elstead road are looking 
particularly spectacular. 
 
Fabulous to see that so many plants have now 
put on a growth spurt too as the frosts have 
(hopefully) stopped, even if they have been 
replaced by hail and thunderstorms this week…. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
COMING UP: The Council met by Zoom this month and are planning options for things that 
we can all do over the coming months. We are hoping to manage a face to face Council 
meeting next month. The Autumn Show is expected to go ahead unless the Covid situation 
prevents it, so do remember this as you grow things over the next few months. Closer dates 
for your diary for the Society meetings are: 
 
▪ Thursday 27th May 8pm – Gardening the natural way by Adam Pasco (Zoom meeting) 
▪ Wednesday 23rd June – Get togethers in small groups in members gardens for tea and 

tours (see below) 
▪ Saturday 4th September – Autumn Show, Marindin Hall 
 
For the Zoom meetings, the Zoom ‘room’ will be open for 30 minutes before the presentation 
starts so that people can chat. Zoom details for next Thursday’s meeting will be sent in an 
email next week. 
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JUNIORS SUNFLOWER CLASS FOR FDHS AUTUMN SHOW: You may have seen the poster in 
the village shop or even picked up a packet of seeds from the shop for a child (or children) to 
use to enter the new sunflower class in the Autumn show. We have a class of pupils at St 
Marys School also taking part. The idea is that the children grow their sunflower over the 
coming months and submit a photo and the sizes of their sunflowers to be judged as part of 
the Autumn Show. That way they can continue to enjoy the plant in their garden and hopefully 
birds will also enjoy the seeds in due course. More details on the FDHS website in August in 
terms of how to submit photos etc. 
 
TEA AND GARDEN VISITS: We thought it might be good to arrange for FDHS members to start 
to get together and socialise a bit more and provide an opportunity to see a few members 
gardens over the coming months. Taking a lead from how the WI tea parties were organised 
last year (thank you) we are proposing to hold afternoon tea and garden visits on Wednesday 
23rd June from 2pm to 4pm for around 6 guests at each location. We have a number of 
volunteers willing to host the event on this date and will link up the hosts and members who 
would like to attend. We hope to then be able to arrange another one in July and possibly 
also in August. Anyone who would like to attend on 23rd June please email me on 
bleachsharon@gmail.com and I will sort out the numbers etc. and then hosts will make 
arrangements directly with their guests. We hope that through the course of the summer we 
will be able to have people both host events and attend as guests. I am looking forward to 
seeing people on the 23rd June. 
 
APRIL MEETING AMAZING BARK PRESENTATION: 
Caroline Plant gave a fascinating talk last month 
about the various uses of bark (both to trees and 
humans) and why there are such variations in the 
bark on different trees. I had not realised before that 
bark was used as black dye for fabric due to the 
tannins in the bark. 
 
Did you know that whether bark is rough/craggy or 
smooth is linked to how fast a tree grows? Smooth 
bark grows more slowly.  Caroline has put the slides 
on the website and you can access them through this 
link. Some lovely pictures and ideas, I certainly have 
a long list of trees to go looking for and find a spot 
for in the garden. I will definitely try Caroline’s 
recommendation of putting silver birch with cornus 
to get a spectacular colour combination. 
 
MENTORING SCHEME FOR NEW GARDENERS: We are trying out a mentoring scheme for new 
gardener members of the FDHS. A more experienced gardener will be available to answer 
questions or give guidance on how to get the best from your garden.  Do contact Neil 
Mumford on socialmedia@fdhs.org.uk for more information if you are interested. 
 

 

mailto:bleachsharon@gmail.com
https://fdhs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Interesting-bark-optimized.pdf
https://fdhs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Interesting-bark-optimized.pdf
mailto:socialmedia@fdhs.org.uk
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OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST –  

ANYONE ABLE TO HELP WITH WILDFLOWER IDENTIFICATION?: If you are interested in 
helping the team who carry out surveys on Shortfield Common then do let Philippa Hall know 
as she is keen to have someone additional help with this activity. 
 
 
SURREY ARTISTS OPEN STUDIOS are on next month and in addition to a group of artists 
showing their skills at her house, Alison Bosence will have plants for sale during her open 
studio event, including perennials, pelargoniums (-a?) and other tender plants, some annuals, 
and any of Dan's vegetable plants remaining (all proceeds go to the Vine centre, Aldershot). 

(see http://www.surreyopenstudios.org for dates and times) 

 

 
FDHS COUNCIL OPPORTUNITIES: As you know we operate the FDHS with a small group of 
members acting as the Council or Committee, organising the events and keeping in touch with 
members. Over the past 12 months we have had a number of long standing Council members 
leave after many years of excellent support, so that they can focus on doing some other things 
in their retirement.  
 
Alison Gordon who has been on the Council for a number of years, often behind the scenes 
doing the catering and more recently as the person organising the speakers, has recently 
decided it is time for her to concentrate on some other things too. Thank you for your support 
and humour Alison, we shall miss you on the Council, but look forward to catching up at 
members meetings.  
 
This has led to what is now a very small group of members being on the Council and therefore 
an opportunity for us to ask if anyone would like to volunteer to help in some way. It could 
be to help with organising tea and coffee or refreshments at meetings (when we are back to 
face to face gatherings). Looking at organising some interesting speakers, arranging judges 
for the shows for next year or helping in some other way.  
 
Council membership should not be time consuming, but it is an opportunity to be involved 
with how FDHS develops over the coming years. We would particularly welcome someone (or 
more than one person) from Dockenfield joining the Council as with recent retirements we 
do not have a Dockenfield resident on the Council right now and given that we cover both 
villages it would be good to have a voice at the table (or Zoom meetings!). Please feel free to 
contact me if you would like to know more or feel that you could help in some way either as 
a Council member or on a more ad-hoc basis.  
 
Contact me on caroline.tonkinxxx@gmail.com  
 
 

FDHS Council update       by Caroline Plant 

http://www.surreyopenstudios.org/
mailto:caroline.tonkinxxx@gmail.com


  

4 
www.fdhs.org.uk 

 

 
 
After seeing Jackie Currie’s March talk on Alliums, my wife Sharon persuaded me to drive 
down to Arundel Castle on Friday 14th May, to visit the Allium Extravaganza, which is held 
during the month of May each year, this follows on from their April Tulip Festival. 
 
Across the grounds of the Castle situated in 
West Sussex. thousands of alliums burst into 
bloom annually for this Allium Extravaganza.  
 
Normally in May, Alliums would produce a 
striking display, however because of the 
unusual weather we have experienced this 
year, very few Alliums had come into bloom. 
However, all was not lost because, although 
late, the Tulips were still out and going strong, 
along with the Camassias and ‘forget me 
nots’. Last year alone they planted 60,000 
Tulip bulbs, 160 different varieties, with a 
total of 126,000 spring bulbs. It is clearly going 
to get better each year. 
 

 
 
For Tulip aficionados, varieties included 
Purple Prince, Curly Sue, Black Parrot, 
Flaming Flag, Orange Emperor and Queen 
of the Night. Although not a big Tulip fan 
before, I may well be now. 
 
I have no doubt that later this month, all 
of the 35,000 alliums, will be in bloom 
including the Ursinum, (known as wild 
garlic) growing in their new Woodland 
Garden and Stumpery, along with the likes 
of Christophii, Cowanii, Mount Everest 
and Mont Blanc. 
 

 
 
I am sure that these grounds are worth a visit at any time of the year. They have an Organic 
Kitchen Garden, Cut Flower Garden, Wildflower Garden, Rose Garden, Warm Glasshouses, 
and award winning Tropical and English Gardens to enjoy. For us, the Castle was closed, but 
it has since reopened on 17th May.  
 

ARUNDEL CASTLE ALLIUM EXTRAVAGANZA    by Neil Mumford 
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We found this recipe in a Waitrose Magazine several 
years ago (May 2019) and it fast became a family 
favourite, with my daughter cooking it for special 
meals for both for friends and family. Packed full of 
spring flavours, it is a perfect use for some of the mint 
picked from our garden! It works well with frozen or 
fresh beans – so keep it to hand if you are growing 
beans in your garden.  
 
Preparation time: 15 minutes 
Cooking time: 45 minutes 
Total time: 1 hour 
Serves: 4 
 
 
Ingredients: 
1 tbsp extra virgin olive oil, plus extra for 
drizzling 
65g unsalted butter 
½ onion, finely chopped 
1 celery stalk, finely chopped 
1 small carrot, finely chopped 
250g pack dry cured back bacon, finely 
chopped 

1 garlic clove, crushed 
800ml fresh vegetable stock 
175g risotto rice 
60ml white wine 
150g frozen broad beans 
35g parmigiano reggiano, finely grated 
25g mint, leaves only

 
 
Method: 

1. Heat the oil and 40g butter in a large heavy-based pan. Add the onion, celery, carrot, 
bacon and garlic; cook over a medium heat, stirring occasionally, for 10 minutes until 
soft but not coloured. Meanwhile, pour the vegetable stock into a separate pan and 
bring to a low simmer. 

2. Add the rice to the softened vegetable mixture and stir until coated in the butter and 
oil. Cook for a few minutes then pour in the wine. Keep stirring for 1-2 minutes until 
the wine has evaporated. Add the broad beans then start adding the stock one ladle 
at a time, stirring until all the liquid has been absorbed before adding more. Continue 
until all the stock has been absorbed by the rice and the risotto is creamy – about 20-
25 minutes. Season. 

3. Take the pan off the heat and stir in 25g grated parmigiano reggiano and the remaining 
25g butter. Put the lid on the pan and leave for 5 minutes to rest. Finely chop most of 
the mint and stir into the rice. Serve with the remaining cheese and mint scattered 
over, plus a little drizzle of extra virgin olive oil. 

 
 

SEASONAL RECIPE – Mint, broad bean and bacon risotto 

https://www.waitrose.com/home/recipes/recipe_directory/m/mint-broad-bean-andbaconrisotto.html
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All unattributed articles are by the Editor Sharon Bleach. 
Items for next Newsletter please to be sent by email bleachsharon@gmail.com  

AND FINALLY….       

 
 
Items for the next newsletter to Sharon Bleach by 12th June please.  
 
I would appreciate recommendations from members on a number of things which we can 
then include in future newsletters: 
 

• Which plants you feel are growing best in your garden so that we can include a 
recommendation list for other members of things which appreciate the clay in 
Dockenfield or the sand in Frensham 

• Information you think could be shared with other members such as garden shows 
or open gardens you have heard about for the coming months 

• What books relating to gardening or a particular plant or type of gardening you have 
found particularly interesting or useful which other members might like to hear 
about 

• What recipes do you have that you might like to recommend – I thought next month 
it could be summer cocktail recipes – enhanced by garden herbs or flowers or…? 

• For those of you who have been members for a while – what FDHS historic moment 
do you remember best, or what previous newsletter item might we want to update. 
We are thinking of doing more on the history of the Society to make sure that it is 
not lost, so all contributions would be welcome. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you.      Sharon 

 
 
 

mailto:bleachsharon@gmail.com

